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ANSTEORRAN COLLEGE OF HERALDS 
Collated Commentary on ILoI 0707 

 
Unto the Ansteorran College of Heralds does Lady Meraud de Dun Carraig send Greetings. 
 
Please send all commentary to Retiarius@ansteorra.org. 
 
For information on commentary submission formats or to receive a copy of the collated commentary, you 

can contact me at: 
Jolene Graves 
1840 Burnt Oak Dr. 
Norman, OK 73071 
405-447-6323 (before 10 pm please) 
Retiarius@ansteorra.org 
 
 
 
Commenters for this issue: 
NE Calontir commenting group, consisting this month of Lady Brigida von München, Heralds Hill 

Pursuivant, Rohese de Dinan, Shadowdale Pursuivant, Lord Breichiol map Lludd o Fannuac, and 
myself. As usual, opinions and unsupported statements are underlined like this. 

Magnus von Lubeck 
Tostig Logiosophia 
 
 

Collated Commentary on ILoI 0707 

1) Adelheid Lilje.  (Namron) New Name.  New Device. Gyronny Sable and Argent on each argent gyroa 
a turtle vert. 

 
Magnus 
[Name] The article gives: LILJE: ‘a lily’; NHG Lilie. *Bertoldus Lilje 1215 A truly beautiful German name! 
[Device] Blazon as: "Gyronny sable and argent, four turtles vert." 
 
NE Calontir 
[Device] “...on each argent gyron a turtle palewise vert.” 
 
 
2)  Brian O'hUilliam.  (Loch Soilleir) Name Registered LoAR 3/04.  Device change and retain as badge. 

“Azure, on a fess between a harp and a harp reversed Or a shamrock fesswise vert”  
 
Azure, between three Celtic crosses two and one argent, on a fess Or a shamrock fesswise vert. 
 
Magnus 
[Device] Blazon as: "Azure, on a fess Or a shamrock fesswise vert between three Celtic crosses argent."  

The correct registered name is Brian Ó hUilliam. 
 
NE Calontir 
[Device] After looking at this, his old device, and the badge below, the diagnosis of SPESS* is a slam 

dunk. (*SPESS = Stereotypical Postperiod Ethnic Symbol Syndrome. It seems to most commonly 
affect Gaels.) Two and one is the default arrangement for three charges here, so may be omitted 
from the blazon. The primary charge should be blazoned first: “Azure, on a fess Or between three 
Celtic crosses argent, a shamrock fesswise vert.” 
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3)  Brian O'hUilliam.  (Loch Soilleir) Name Registered LoAR 3/04.  New Badge. Or a shamrock 

fesswise vert within a bordure azure. 
 
Magnus 
[Badge] The correct registered name is Brian Ó hUilliam. 
 
NE Calontir 
[Badge] There should be a comma after the blazon of the field: “Or, a shamrock...”  
 
 
4) Caelan MacRob.  (Loch Soilleir) Name Registered LoAR 4/03. Resubmitted Device. Kingdom 

returned 12/02 (AG 12/02) “Per bend sinister vert and sable, a wolf argent bendwise sinister 
courant.”  

Per bend sinister vert and sable, a wolf salient in bend sinister argent. 
 
Submission History: Returned for redraw. "Returned for redraw of the wolf, unless the submitter 

reblazons it as a fox. (The innocent bystander test was pplied, and the unhesitating identification of 
the animal was “A fox.”)" 

 
Magnus 
[Device] Old problems were fixed and a new one introduced in the resubmission.  The wolf is drawn in a 

normal salient position rather than salient in bend sinister.  If it were drawn smaller and tilted to in 
bend sinister it might be OK.  As it is drawn: Conflict with Johnathan Crusadene Whitewolf registered 
June 1972: "Gules, ermined argent, a wolf rampant argent" and Robert Strongbow registered June 
1973 "Vert, a wolf rampant argent, grasping in its erect sinister forepaw a bow gules, held fesswise, 
and in its dexter forepaw a sheaf of three clothyard shafts Or, armed and flighted argent". In both 
cases there is a CD for the field, but nothing for the maintained charges in Robert's device. 

 
NE Calontir 
[Device] Looks admirably lupine now. The wolf is simply “salient to sinister” or “salient contourny”. Versus 

Judith Jehana di Ettore, reg. 6/90 via the West, “Per bend sinister gules and sable, a fox rampant to 
sinister argent”, we see a CD for the field per RfS X.4.a, but nothing for fox vs. wolf and nothing for 
rampant vs. salient. 

 
5) Carletta da Nicolosi.  (Rosenfeld) Name Registered LoAR 5/05.  New Device. Gules a chevron 

ermine between two trullim argent barbed vert seeded Or, and key cross Or. 
 
Magnus 
[Device] Blazon as: "Gules, a chevron ermine between two trilliums argent, barbed vert, seeded and a 

key cross Or." 
 
NE Calontir 
[Device] A comma should follow the blazon of the field: “Gules, a chevron ermine between two trillium 

flowers argent barbed vert and seeded and a key cross Or.” Would like to see the chevron drawn 
with a more acute angle. This would also allow the three co-primary charges to be drawn more nearly 
the same size. Versus Deirdre inghean mhic Fhionnain, reg. 3/04 via Ansteorra, “Gules, a chevron 
ermine and in base a cross crosslet fitchy Or”, we see one CD for adding the trilliums but question 
whether there’s a second for a key cross vs. a cross crosslet fitchy. 

 
6) Carletta da Nicolosi.  (Rosenfeld) Name Registered LoAR 5/05.  New Badge. Gules, a trillum argent 

barbed ad vert seeded Or, a chief per fess nebuly sable and argent. 
 
Magnus 
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[Badge] Blazon as: "Gules, a trillium argent barbed vert, seeded Or, a chief per fess nebuly sable and 
argent." 

 
NE Calontir 
[Badge] Based on the device above, we assume that the intended blazon was, “Gules, a trillium argent 

barbed vert and seeded Or, a chief per fess nebuly sable and argent.” Consider Balin Catherwood, 
reg. 12/92 via the East, “Gules, a trillium blossom and on a chief invected argent a label sable”. We 
see a CD for the invected chief, but feel there’s a substantial visual similarity between an argent chief 
with a sable label and a chief parted fer fess nebuly sable and argent. We’re not even sure how to 
search for a precedent on this. 

 
7) Connor na Mara.  (Loch Ruadh) New Name.  New Device. Quarterly sable and or a cross 

counterchanged and in dexter chief an increscent argent. 
 
Magnus 
[Name] This ruling strongly suggests the byname is registerable.  [September 1994 LoAR, A-Ansteorra] 

"Díghe na Mara. Name. Submitted as Díghe NaMara, the clan name was not supported by the 
documentation, which noted that Mac Namara is derived from Mac Conmara). We have substituted 
the correct grammar for of the sea." 

     The documentation supplied supports a Gaelic locative byname construction for a generic place.  See 
the supporting 50 or so pages of docs for the shire of An Loch registered April 2006 for an example 
of a generic natural feature as a place name. 

     This report dates the name Cu/ Mara "Hound of the Sea" to 1030. ACADEMY OF SAINT GABRIEL 
REPORT 2422 "The earliest record we find of the name <Cu/ Mara> is for a man who died in 1030 
[1]. [1] O/ Corra/in, Donnchadh and Fidelma Maguire, Irish Names (Dublin: The Lilliput Press, 1990), 
s.nn. Muirgius, Cu/ Mara, Se/gdae." 

     The documentation may need a bit more work but this should give the submission some more support. 
[Device] Blazon as: "Quarterly sable and Or, a cross throughout  
counterchanged in canton an increscent argent." 
 
NE Calontir 
[Name] The support offered for the toponymic uses the preposition “an” rather than “na” as shown here. Is 

that significant? Does it mean “Connor from the sea” or “the sea’s Connor”? The given name is an 
Anglicized form of “Conchobar” per O’C&M’s entry for the latter. “Na Mara” is said to be Gaelic, which 
combination is a weirdness. The alternate surname he’s allowing needs to have more support than is 
shown here. Rohese found instances of “Mac Conmara” in Mari Elspeth nic Bryan’s article “Names in 
Irish Annals” at http://www.s-gabriel.org/names/mari/AnnalsIndex/index.shtml under the masculine 
given names “Sean” and “Domnall”, but I don’t understand how to interpret these listings.  

 
8) Dúnchad Mór mac Ronáin.  (Not Speicified) New Name.  New Device. Per chevron vert and Or, in 

base a chess rook gules 
 
Magnus 
[Name] The patronymic would be spelled mac Rónáin. 
 
NE Calontir 
[Device] This device would also profit from having the per chevron line redrawn with a more acute angle. 

There was a good deal of discussion about whether this would conflict with Godefroy Lévêque, reg. 
3/02 via Atlantia, “(Fieldless) A chess bishop gules” The rather scanty information about period chess 
bishops seems to indicate that they looked like stylized mitres, but it is probably necessary to 
compare this to Godefroy’s device which also contains a bishop and is the defining example for the 
CoA. 

 
9) Elisabetta Morosini.  (Bryn Gwylad) New Name.  New Device. Gules, a sun Or on a chief argent 

three fluers de lyss sable. 
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Magnus 
[Device] Conflict with Ingfridh of Nordmark August 1992: "Gules, a sun in his splendour and on a chief Or 

three towers sable."  There is a CD for changing the chief's tincture from argent to Or. 
 
NE Calontir 
[Device] The more usual spelling is “fleurs de lys”. 
 
10) Gordon MacGregor.  (Loch Soilleir) New Name.  New Device. Erminois, two oales, azure charged 

with a sword inverted. 
 
Magnus 
[Name] The documentation for Gordon shows that it isn't registerable as a given name.  St. Gabriel wasn't 

able to find it as a given name in period in their reports.  If no documentation surfaces this gets 
returned for lack of a given name. 

[Device] Blazon as: "Erminois, two pallets azure each charged with a sword inverted." 
 
NE Calontir 
[Name] We see nothing here to document “Gordon” as a given name, but only as a surname. 

Withycombe says its use in England stems from the popularity of General “Chinese” Gordon, who 
lived in the 19th C. Rohese checked on the 5 instances of “Gordon” being registered as a given name 
since 1980, and found that all of them were using the mundane name loophole. It was suggested that 
the client could add a documented Scots given name as the simplest possible change to make this 
registerable. 

[Device] Blazon fu: “Erminois, two pallets azure each charged with a sword inverted [tincture?].”  
 
11) Gryffydd Mawr ap Rodri.  (Loch Ruadh) Name Registered LoAR 6/05.  Resubmitted Device. 

Kingdom returned 5/06 (AG 6/06). Sable, Roundel Or, Dragon Rampant Gules. Sable, a two mullets 
of four points or and a bezant segreant gules. 

 
Submission History: Returned for conflicts. "Returned for conflict with Cynthia Arianrhod, “Sable, upon a 

bezant a lion’s head gules and a woman’s head vert addorsed, their mane and hair intermingled” and 
Gwynaeth Math o Ddylluan, “Sable, a bezant charged with a raven on a branch bendwise all sable”, 
both with only one CD for changes to the tertiaries." 

 
Magnus 
[Device] Blazon as: "Sable, two mullets of four points Or and on a bezant a dragon segreant gules." 
 
NE Calontir 
[Device] A hypothetical reconstruction of the intended blazon: “Sable, two mullets of four points and on a 

bezant a dragon segreant gules.” Some of us felt that the mullets were small enough that they might 
be more properly secondary charges in chief. We did not reach a consensus on this matter. No 
conflict was found either way. 

 
12) Gwen Makewin.  (Loch Soilleir) New Name.  New Device. Per bend sinister Or and gules, a bow 

fletched of an arrow and a spool of thread, threading, a needle counterchanged. 
 
Magnus 
[Device] Blazon as: "Per bend sinister Or and gules, a bow nocked of an arrow and a spool of thread 

threading a needle counterchanged."  This appears to violate Rfs.VIII.1.a, Armorial Simplicity, 
forbidding three or more types of charges in a single group.  The primary group has a bow, a spool of 
thread, and a needle. 

 
NE Calontir 
[Device] Multiple problems with the submitted blazon. A possibly better one is “Per bend sinister Or and 

gules, in bend a bow nocked of an arrow and a threaded needle fesswise conjoined in pale to a spool 
of thread counterchanged.” We’re not all that happy with this blazon either. The bow is in its default 
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position according to the PicDic. That entry says that recurve bows are registerable with no 
difference from longbows, but does not say whether they should be specifically blazoned as such. 

 
13) Lúcás Mór mac Raghnaill.  (Namron) New Name.   
 
Magnus 
 
NE Calontir 
[Name] The O’C&M entry for the given name says it “was favored by the learned family of MacEgan in the 

later middle ages.” That implies that for a temporal match, the rest of the name should be in Early 
Modern Irish, which appears to be the case here.  

 
14) Mæwyn Godcild.  (Steppes) New Name.   
 
Magnus 
[Name] The byname is supported by Reaney & Wilson s.n. Goodchild.  It has the Old English god + cild 

source of the name. 
 
NE Calontir 
 
15) Megan Flower del Wal.  (Steppes) New Name.  New Device. Sable, flaunchs argent, on each 

flaunch a trefoil vert 
 
Magnus 
[Device] Blazon as: "Sable, flaunches argent, each charged with a trefoil vert."  Conflict with Chad 

MacBean July 2006: "Sable, flaunches argent." One CD for adding the trefoils. 
 
NE Calontir 
[Name] One of the group feels very strongly that this is a dodge to get “Wallflower”. We all believed that it 

was not returnable for that reason so it’s a case of HYNAP. (Now if it had been “Mart del Wal” (cf. 
R&W, p.300), there would have been universal outrage.) 

[Device] Blazon fu: “Sable, two flaunches argent each charged with a trefoil vert.” 
 
16) Niolás an Tuir.  (Dragons Fire Tor) New Name.  New Device. Per chevron gules and sable, 

throughout a winged spear argent. 
 
Magnus 
[Name] The correct spelling is Nioclás.  That is a rather nasty typo. 
 
NE Calontir 
[Name] The cited O’C&M entry is for “Nicolás”. 
[Device] How about “Per chevron gules and sable, a winged spear throughout argent”? That brings up the 

problem that the body of the spear is throughout but its wings are not. Both should be one way or the 
other.  

 
17) Oliva Van Mteren.  (Emerald Keep) Name Registered LoAR 11/06.  New Device. Barry gules and 

argent eight ducks naiat two, two, two and two argent. 
 
Magnus 
[Device] The registered name is Oliva van Meteren. 
 
NE Calontir 
[Name] Another typo; the name was registered as “Oliva van Meteren”. 
[Device] The word is “naiant”.  
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18) Rhiannon verch Bryan.  (Loch Soilleir) Resubmitted Name.  Kingdom returned 12/02 (AG 12/02). 
Rhiannon nein Bryan vic Lachlan.  Resubmitted Device. Kingdom returned 12/02 (AG 12/02). Or 
estencely on a chief salbe a sword fesswise Or. Or estencely, in pale two scimitars fesswise sable 
and on a chief sable, a scimitar fesswise Or. 

 
Submission History: Name: Returned for two weirdnesses. Device: Returned for lack of an acceptable 

name. 
 
Magnus 
[Device] Blazon as: "Or, estencely, in pale two scimitars fesswise edge to chief sable and on a chief 

sable, a scimitar fesswise edge to chief Or." 
 
NE Calontir 
[Device] There are three ways to draw semy charges: sprinkled in a regular pattern as if on a printed 

fabric, sprinkled randomly, and sprinkled semi-randomly so that there is no overlap with other 
charges or field divisions. When the semy charges and the overlying charges are of the same 
tincture, we strongly recommend the third way so as to keep the outlines of the primary charges 
intact. 

 
19) Riciardo da Nicolosi.  (Rosenfeld) Name Registered LoAR 5/05.  New Badge. Gules, on a mullet of 

nine points Or, a wyvern sajent sable 
 
Magnus 
[Badge] The registered name is Ricciardo da Nicolosi.  Conflict with Macedonia December 1994: "Gules, 

a sun Or."   [a sun vs. a mullet of seven points] "By current precedent there is not a CD between a 
multi-pointed mullet and sun..." [Máire MacPharthláin, 02/02 R-Calontir] 

 
NE Calontir 
[Device] Vs. Seth the Seeker, reg. September of 1984 (via Caid): “Gules, on a compass star throughout 

Or a unicorn's head couped at the shoulders sable, armed and crined gules”, we see nothing for 
mullet of eight vs. nine points, and nothing for a change of type of the tertiary charge. Is there a CD 
for a charge throughout vs. one that isn’t? The wyvern is “statant”, per the PicDic entry for “dragon”. 

 
20) Roger de Cronwall.  (Elfsea) New Name.  New Device. Per fess embattled argent and azure, a 

sheaf of arrows sable and an ear of corn (maize) Or. 
 
Magnus 
[Name] The name should be corrected to the documented Cornwall. 
[Device] We haven't registered an ear of corn before so documentation would be needed that it is a 

period charge.  Since corn is a New World flora it would be a discouraged weirdness. Furthermore, 
this is a modern ear of corn that looks nothing like the 16th century maize that the Spanish 
encountered and isn't registerable.      [Drogo Rabenwald, January 2004 LoAR A-Æthelmearc] "Per 
the LoAR of August 1999, New World flora and fauna... are a discouraged weirdness, but 
registerable.  Armory with a single step from period style may be registered, and there are no other 
steps from period style in this device."  

Rfs.VII.3. "Period Artifacts. - Artifacts that were known in the period and domain of the Society 
may be registered in armory, provided they are depicted in their period forms.  A pen, for instance, 
must be depicted as a quill pen or other period form, not a fountain pen. A wheel must be depicted as 
a wagon wheel, not a rubber tire from an automobile." 

Rfs.VII.4. "Period Flora and Fauna. - Flora and fauna that were known in the period and domain 
of the Society may be registered in armory. Hybrids or mutations of period forms known to have been 
developed after 1600 generally may not be used as charges. For example, the English Sheepdog 
may not be used in Society armory because it was developed after 1600." 

 
NE Calontir 
[Name] Based on the documentation, we’re assuming that the surname in the header is a typo for 
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“Cornwall”. 
[Device] It probably makes no difference to the client that maize was unknown in Europe in the period 

from which his name is documented. It probably also makes no difference that “corn” in English 
usage refers to any grain, but usually wheat, while maize is normally so designated. The cant would 
be more apt if a garb of wheat were used to represent “corn”. The client might be interested to check 
out the arms of the (extinct) Barony of Dumnonia, which use the same idea in a very different way. 
(Dumnonia is the old Roman name for the land now called Cornwall.)  

 
 
21) Síle inghean ui MagAoidh.  (Loch Soilleir) New Name.  New Device. Per pale argent, vert and 

azure a candle flamed proper and a compass argent. 
 
Magnus 
[Name]  There is no MagAoidh on page 49 of Black and there is no entry for Magghie in the book.  This is 

from page 496 s.n. MacGhie.  Such wild goose chases thru Black's Surnames aren't the least bit 
entertaining.  MagAoidh is also a modern Gaelic spelling of the name. Aodha is the genitive form. 
Index of Names in Irish Annals: Áed / Aodh by Mari Elspeth nic Bryan  

<www.s-gabriel.org/names/mari/AnnalsIndex/Masculine/Aed.shtml> M1486.40 "Aodh mac Néill mic 
Aodha mic Eoghain Uí Neill"Síle inghean ui mic Aodha is the best construct I can come up with. 

[Device] Blazon as: "Per pale argent, vert, and azure, a candle argent flamed proper and a pair of calipers 
argent."  Since you can't have a candle proper so I assume it is argent.  This is a caliper rather than a 
compass. 

 
NE Calontir 
[Name] There’s no entry in Black for “Magghie”, and if there were, it wouldn’t be anywhere near p.49, 

which is in the B’s. There is, however, an entry for “Macghie” on p.496, which says that the Irish 
cognate of this name is “MagAoidh, ‘son of Aodh’ ”, so what we have here is “Síle, daughter of the 
son of the son of Aodh”. That’s not a formation any of us have seen in Irish names. Depending on 
what the client intends, she could be “inghean Aoidh” or “inghean uí Aoidh”: all the fadas must be 
used or none of them. 

[Device] Blazon fu: “Per pall argent, vert, and azure, a candle [tincture] enflamed proper and a pair of 
calipers argent.” The PicDic entry for “compass” explains the difference between a pair of compasses 
and a pair of calipers. 

 
22) Susanna Nightegale de Caldwell.  (Steppes) Change of Holding Name. Susanne of Steppes. LoAR 

8/06   
 
Magnus 
[Name] Pity about the conflict but this name is also quite lovely. Caldwell: A printout of Saint Gabriel 

Report #3024 should be included to support this spelling.  "Your second choice, <Caldwell>, is also a 
good choice, though again not in exactly this form.  In Scotland, the name derived from a place 
<Caldwell> in Renfrewshire; the earliest example we have there is <de Caldwell> 1342 [5].  An 
English place with the same name gave rise to the same surname there; it was Latinized <de 
Caldwella> in 1195 [6]." [5] Black, George F., The Surnames of Scotland: Their Origin, Meaning and 
History, (New York: The New York Public Library, 1986), s.n. Caldwell. [6] Reaney and Wilson s.n. 
Caldwell. 

 
NE Calontir 
 
23) Vivian McKinnon.  (Loch Ruadh) Name Registered LoAR 8/04.  Resubmitted Device. Kingdom 

returned 8/06 (AG 9/06). Per chevron argent and vert,in chief three thistles proper and in base a 
Celtic cross argent. Per chevron, argent/azure three thistles proper Celtic Cross argent. 

 
Submission History: Returned for conflict with Duncan Alastair, ”Per chevron argent and vert, three 

thistles one and two proper and a broadarrow inverted argent.” The field also needs to be either 
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drawn as a true “per chevron” (point much higher on the field) or as a point pointed (a touch lower on 
the field, and the thistles made more prominent). 

 
Magnus 
[Device] Blazon as: "Per chevron argent and azure three thistles one and two proper and a Celtic Cross 

argent." 
 
NE Calontir 
[Device] Another victim of SPESS. Agree that the partition line should be drawn a good deal higher, which 

would allow the cross to be drawn larger as well. The thistles should be specified as “one and two”. 
 
24) Willoc mac Muiredaig.  (Loch Soilleir) Resubmitted Name.  Laurel Returned LoAR 4/06. Wyllow 

MacMuireadhaigh.  Resubmitted Device. Laurel Returned LoAR 4/06. Per pale vert and purpure all 
semy of thistle heads Or. Per pale vert and purpure semy of thistle heads Or. 

 
Submission History: This name combines a Cornish given name (or in this case a Latin version of a 

Cornish name) and an Irish Gaelic byname, but no documentation was submitted and none supplied 
by the commenters to suggest substantial contact between Cornish and Irish Gaelic speakers in 
period. Barring such documentation, combinations of these languages is not registerable. There was 
some question whether Wyllow was a male or a female name. It is a masculine name. The source 
cited by the submitted documentation, William of Worcester's Itineraries, says of this saint "Sanctus 
Wyllow heremita fuie consocius Sancti Mancus et Sancti Midbard et eius festum tenetur die Jovis 
proxima ante festum Pentacosten..." (Saint Wyllow, hermit, was companion of Saint Mancus and 
Saint Midbard; his feast is held on the Thursday before Pentecost).      This device is returned for 
lack of identifiability of the thistle heads. If drawn in an identifiable manner, the thistle heads would be 
registerable. They would be analogous to the teazel head, a 16th C. heraldic charge; using thistle 
heads would be a single step from period practice. 

 
NE Calontir 
[Device] There was general agreement that fewer, larger heads (and also moving them off the partition 

line) would be an improvement here.  
 
25)  Zerach ben Arraham.  (Loch Soilleir) Resubmitted Name. Kingdom returned 9/06. Yermiyahu ben 

Avraham Malach M'Yaffo.  New Device. Gules, a cup and dagger crossed within a bordure Or. 
 
Magnus 
[Name] Zerach:  The full citation of the article is Jewish Naming Convention in Angevin England by 

Eleazar ha-Levi <www.sca.org/heraldry/laurel/names/jewish.html> The article requires no photocopy. 
The article also has: "The basic progression of a Jewish name, then, would be: Joseph ben (son of) 
Simon" Arraham: No documentation was submitted to support this spelling.  Recommend the name 
be changed to Avraham to match documentation. Names from Hebrew Chronicles of the 10th to 13th 
Centuries, by Julie Stampnitzky does require a printout of the part of the article listing the name. 

[Device] Blazon as: "Gules, a cup, overall a dagger fesswise point to sinister within a bordure Or." 
 
NE Calontir 
[Name] The header should read “Zerach ben Avraham”? 
[Device] The dagger is fesswise, point to sinister.  
 


