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[C]ourt reports are 
due within two weeks 

of  an event.  

Words from Star Principal Herald 
 
Greetings Ansteorra and most especially unto the College of Heralds: 

It is my great privilege and honor to be chosen to serve Ansteorra as Star Principal Herald.  I would 
like to thank HE Borek for all the work he has done in this office and for working closely with me during 
this time of transition.   

We have many great things coming up in the Kingdom pertaining to the College of Heralds in the com-
ing year.  The Ansteorran Heraldic and Scribal Symposium will be taking place in Mooneschadowe.  It 
should be an excellent chance for all of us to work on the areas that are weak for us, as well as teaching in 
those areas we are strong in.  Last year we had many wonderful classes and I expect many more this sum-
mer.   

As always the college is continuing to change and grow.  There is always room for any idea that en-
hances the view of heraldry within the Kingdom and encourages the populace at large to get involved.  
Please do not hesitate to contact any of the Regional Heralds, the college staff officers, or myself, as we are 
here to serve.   

 
I am and remain in service to Crown and Kingdom, 
HL Rosalia O Brogan 
Star Principal Herald 

Calendar 

EVERY MONTH 

15th Deadline for Submis-
sions to Asterisk 

20th Comments on ILoI of 
Previous Month due to 
Retiarius 

May 
4th 

Squires & Cadets 
- CoH meeting for  
ILoI 2002-03 

Ansteorran Heraldry Website 
http://heraldry.ansteorra.org/ 

Letter from Asterisk Herald 
Greetings! 

Here for your commenting pleasure is the April ILoI. Unfortunately, Gulf Wars and mundane life have 
prevented me from putting in the number of items that I needed to put in this edition. So, I apologize for the 
delay in getting submissions out. Barring catastrophes, I will be completely current with submissions by the 
June ILoI. Please be patient until then. If you are concerned about any submissions which may or may not 
have gotten to me, feel free to email. I will respond as soon as possible. 
 
Cahira, 
Asterisk 

Letter from Obelisk Herald 
Greetings to all, 

Many thanks to Lord Magnus, Orle Herald, for his article this issue on armory.  Basic blazoning, and 
even conflict checking, is something that anyone can learn! 

As usual, I can be reached at obelisk@ansteorra.org if you have any questions or comments regarding 
the Gazette. 
 
In service, 
Emma de Fetherstan 
Obelisk 
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note, the star of Ansteorra is a mullet of 5 greater and 5 lesser 
points.) The field comes first then the primary charge with its 
color.  "Argent, a mullet sable."  If we want to use a red fess on a 
white field -"Argent, a fess gules." 

The same pattern holds when we add secondary and tertiary 
charges. Primary with a tertiary charge on it- we want to use a red 
fess on a white field with 3 yellow stars on the fess.  The form we 
follow is field, primary (tertiary).  So we have "Argent, on a fess 
gules, 3 mullets Or." Primary with a secondary group- we want a 
white field, red fess and 2 red stars, 1 above and 1 below the fess. 
We use field, primary, secondary. "Argent, a fess between two 
mullets gules."  Note that we only have to say gules once.  It re-
fers back to every item until another color or metal is mentioned. 
If we add 3 white hearts to the fess in the first example we follow 
Field, primary, (tertiary), secondary.  "Argent, on a fess gules 
three hearts argent, between two mullets gules." If we wish a 
white field with a black star, a black chief with 3 white hearts on 
it. We follow Field, primary, secondary, (tertiary).  "Argent, a 
mullet and on a chief sable three hearts argent." 

Lastly we need to deal with the orientation of an object and 
arrangement of multiple charges. 

Let us take a popular object like a sword.  Most items have a 
default orientation listed in the Pictorial Dictionary so you can 
leave it off the blazon.  I will show it here to explain how to do it.  
Our submitter wants a white field with a red sword oriented hori-
zontally. An object is oriented like the main ordinary would lie 
on the shield.  Palewise is vertical, fesswise is horizontal, bend-
wise or bendwise sinister is diagonal.  Here we have "Argent, a 
sword fesswise gules."  If the sword had the point down you 
might see sword inverted. 

Now we have to deal with arrangement.  The submitter 
wants a white field (a bit of a fixation here) and three black stars 
on it.  If we say "Argent, three mullets sable" then we get the de-
fault of 2 stars on top and 1 on the bottom.  If we want the 3 stars 
vertical we use "Argent, in pale three mullets sable".  The ar-
rangement follows the primary ordinaries, in pale, in fess, in 
bend, in saltire, in pall, in chevron.  It is like the charges were on 
the ordinary except there is no ordinary present. 

We can also place charges near the top of the shield, in chief, 
or  bottom, in base.  The facing of a charge that has one can also 
be specified.  A lion would normally face to the viewer's left or 
dexter.  If we want the lion to face to the viewer's right or sinister 
then we say lion contourny. 

In upcoming articles we will deal with how to do divided 
fields, complex lines, furs, semys of charges, and positions you 
can put heraldic creatures in. Then you will be ready to face the 
rules for conflict. 
 
 

Armory Conflict Returns    
Part 1 - Basic Blazons 
by Magnus von Lübeck 

 
This is a continuing series of articles on the problem of re-

turned  submissions.  This time we start several articles on deal-
ing with armory conflicts.  To conflict check armory you need 
access to a copy of the  Ordinary which can be found on our An-
steorra site at  http://heraldry.ansteorra.org/.  You also need the 
Pictorial Dictionary of SCA Heraldry from Free Trumpet press 
and a basic dictionary of armory terms like An Heraldic Alphabet 
by Brooke-Little.  Now to figure out the strange language armory 
heralds speaketh. 

The first subject you need to master is how to blazon a pic-
ture of a  coat of arms.  The picture is called the emblazon and 
the sentence that  describes it is called the blazon.  To review the 
basic metals are Or = gold or yellow and argent = silver or white.  
The colors are azure = blue, gules = red, sable = black, vert = 
green, and purpure = purple.  We will ignore the furs for simplic-
ity right now. 

The next is a review of charge groups.  Primary charges are 
the main charge in the center of the field.  Secondary charges are 
directly on the field like the primary charge but lie toward the 
edge.  Tertiary charges are charges on other charges.  Examples 
of these are given below with the blazons. 

The basic format for a blazon is: 
             "Field, primary charge, secondary charges." 

Tertiary charges are listed after the charge they are placed 
on.  We will also deal with semys of charges and the descriptives 
for charges. 

Some of the basic charges are mullet=star, roundel=solid cir-
cle, annulet=ring, lozenge=diamond, billet=rectangle, 
delf=square.  Most any  period object, plant, animal, and several 
odd monsters are found as charges.  

We also have a group of historical geometric charges called 
ordinaries.  The ordinaries are divided into two groups.  The first 
occupy a central position on the field and are primary charges.  
These are the:  

Fess                             horizontal band  
Pale                             vertical band  
Chevron                      inverted V  
Saltire                         X shaped band  
Bend                           diagonal band from upper left  
                                   of viewer to opposite corner.  
Bend sinister               diagonal band from upper right  
                                   of viewer to opposite corner.  
Pall                             a Y shaped band 
The second group are the peripheral ordinaries.  These are 

secondary charges and never primary charges. 
Chief                          a band at the top of shield 
Bordure                      a border around the edge of shield 
Orle                             a border moved in a bit from the edge 
Base                           the bottom third of the shield 
We will start with simple fields and single charges.  Later, 

multiple charges and creatures with their positions will be dealt 
with.  Divided fields will be treated in the next article. 

A submitter wishes to have a black 5 pointed star on a white 
field.  When we look up the star it is called a mullet.  In the Picto-
rial Dictionary it tells us that the 5 pointed mullet is the default 
one so we don't have to blazon the number of points.  (A side 
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1) Aidan MacAlpin (Steppes) 
             Resubmitted badge. 

 
Per pale argent and sable in 
chief a rose counterchanged. 
 
Previous submission:  Pily 
bendy argent and sable in can-
ton within an annulet purpure a 
rose sable was returned in king-
dom 11/01 for the rose not be-
ing identifiable. 
 
 

 
 
 
2) Angus Matheson (Mendersham) 
             New name. 
 
Documentation provided: 
Angus                 Surnames of Scotland, Black, p. 23 dates Angus 
from 1204. 
Matheson           Surnames of Scotland, Black, p. 586 dates 
Matheson from 1474. 
Photocopies:       None needed. 
Changes:            Any.  Desired gender is male. 
 
 
 
3) Baldmuotus Sigehardes (Ravensfort) 
             New name.  
 
Documentation provided: 
Baldmuotus        m. given from Morlet, Noms de Personne…, p. 
50, dated to 766 
Sigehardes          patronymic from Sigehard. Listed in Germanic 
Names in the Low Lands until 1100 by Kees Nieuwenhuijsen: 
http://www.keesn.nl/names/name3_en.htm 
Submitter note:  Change byname to patronymic of Sigehard, if 
necessary. 
Photocopies:       Asterisk made copies of web page. 
Changes:            Any. Early Gothic/Germanic language/culture 
is most important. Desired gender is male. 
 
 
 
4) Bréanainn Ross Grayem (Trelac) 
             New name. 
 
Documentation provided: 
Bréanainn          m. Irish given. ÓCorráin & Maguire p. 34 s.n.  

Brénainn shows Bréanainn as a post-1200 spelling. 
Ross                    English patronymic from a locative. Reaney 

and Wilson p. 383 s.n. Ross show William filius Roce 1207. 
Black gives examples of this spelling on p. 700 s.n. Ross: Alex-
ander Ross and William Ross both 1486. 
Grayem registered to submitter’s father (Iain Grayem 97/02 
Atenveldt) and a header in Reaney and Wilson p. 202 s.n. Sgra-
ham. Black p. 323-324 s.n. Graham dates a similar spelling, 
Graym, to 1467. 
Submitter note:  The submitter understands that an Irish given 
with a double English surname is questionable and will accept 
Brendan if necessary for submission. 
Photocopies:       None needed. 
Changes:            Minor only (except for note above). Sound is 
most important: Bren(d)an Ross Gray-em.  Desired gender is 
male. 
 
 
5) Caelin on Andrede (Elfsea) 
              New badge. Name registered 01/99. 
 

Argent goutty de sang. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
6) Caelin on Andrede (Elfsea) 
              New badge. Name registered 01/99. 

 
Argent goutte de sang a fleam 
azure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Internal Letter Of  Intent 2002-04 
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7) Carmen Salazar (Stargate) 
             New name. New device. 

 
Gules, a wagon wheel and in  
chevron inverted three maple 
leaves Or. 
 
Documentation provided: 
Carmen de Felice, Nomi Italiani, 
p. 100, header Carméla (315.000) 
F. variant: Carmen (47.000) 
Salazar  Spanish Names from the 
Late 15th Century, Juliana de Luna, 
other surnames: Salazar. Our Ital-
ian Surnames, J. Fucilla 
Photocopies:      None needed. 

Changes:            Any. Desired gender is female. 
 
 
 
 
8) Caron Caleb (Eldern Hills) 
             Resubmitted device. Name registered 10/97. 

 
Per pall inverted gules, azure and 
Or two decrescents Or and one 
decrescent gules. 
 
Previous Submission:  Per pall 
inverted gules, azure, and Or two 
increscents Or and another azure 
was returned for blurred distinc-
tion between per pall inverted and 
per pale with a point pointed. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
9) Catarina di Foscari (Shadowlands) 
             New name. 
 
Documentation provided: 
Catarina             14th century given name from St. Gabriel. 
http://www.s-gabriel.org/names/arval/venice14/venice14given.
html#table 
di Foscari           patromymic from Fosco. Borne by an important 
Venetian family from the 11th century. http://www.s-gabriel.org/
names/arbal/venice14/venice14sur.html#table 
Photocopies:       Asterisk made copies of web page. 
Changes:            Any. Language/culture is most important. De-

sired gender is female. Changes requested for authenticity for 
Italian language/culture. 

 
 
 
 
 

10) Daniel O’Céileachair (Loch Ruadh) 
New name. New device. 

 
Vert within an annulet three ivy 
leaves conjoined three shamrocks 
a label of five points Or. 
 
Documentation provided: 
O’Céileachair       MacLysaght, 
Surnames of Ireland, p. 174, 
Header (O)Kelleher dates O’Céil-
eachair to the 14th Century. 
MacLysaght, Irish Families: 
Their Names, Arms and Origins, 
p. 195, Header O’Kelleher cites 

the name to a nephew of Brian Boru. 
Photocopies:       All listed. 
Changes:            None. Desired gender is male. 
 
 
11) David Michael Collanwood () 
              Resubmitted device. Name registered 12/98. 

 
Per chevron gules and sable, two 
chevronelles between three  
triskalions of human arms  
wielding hammers argent. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
12) Tír Medóin, Incipient Canton 
              New name. New device. 

 
Azure, on a fess between 3 thistles 
argent, a laurel wreath azure. 
 
Documentation provided: 
Tír        Irish Gaelic for “land,” 
pre-1200 spelling. Room p. 122 
sn. Tiranscragh gives the Gaelic 
Tir Chinn Eascrach meaning “land 
of (the) head of (the) esker.” Other 
examples are given from the An-
nals of the Kingdom of Ireland. 
John O’Donovan, ed. and trans. 

Medóin Irish Gaelic for “middle,” pre-1200 spelling. Room 
gives several examples. On p. 13 sn Alfane there is the Gaelic 
A’th Mheadhoin “middle ford.” On p. 75 sn Kilmaine there is 
Gaelic Cill Mheáin meaning “middle church.” Connacht (entry 
1265.15) lists Cill Medoin in the year 1265. http://www.ucc.
iécelt/onlinéG100011 accessed 14 Jan 2000. Other examples are 
given. 
Photocopies:       All needed, including populace polls for the 
name and for the device. 
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Status of ILoIs 
 

ILoI 2001-07:  Commentary 2001-09 Gazette. LoI 2001-09.  
Laurel meeting 1/19/2002. 

 
ILoI 2001-08:  Commentary 2001-10 Gazette. LoI 2001-10.  
                Laurel meeting 2/9/2002. 
 
ILoI 2001-09:  Commentary 2001-11 Gazette. LoI 2001-11. 
                Laurel meeting  3/16 & 23/2002. 
 
ILoI 2001-10:  combined with ILoI 2001-11. 
ILoI 2001-11:  Commentary 2002-02 Gazette. LoI 2002-02. 
                Laurel meeting scheduled 6/15 & 23/2002. 
 
ILoI 2001-12:  Commentary 2002-03 Gazette. LoI 2002-03 
 
ILoI 2002-01:  will be combined with ILoI 2001-03. 
ILoI 2002-02:  will be combined with ILoI 2001-03. 
 
ILoI 2002-03: Comments due Retiarius 4/20/2002. 
 
ILoI 2002-04: Comments due Retiarius 5/20/2002. 

announcing the 2nd annual 

Ansteorran Heraldic and  
Scribal Symposium 
to be held on July 6th, 2002 

in the Shire of Mooneschadowe 

Co-autocrats:  

Lady Emma de Fetherstan 
(Jennifer Smith) 
(405) 372-0480 
jds@randomgang.com 

Lady Helene Quivremont 
(Alicia Whitecotton) 
(405) 533-2532 
hq@plumes.org 

You are cordially invited to attend a day of classes in all matters 
scribal and heraldic!  This is to be a one-day event, held in the 
Shire of Mooneschadowe (Stillwater, OK), at the Stillwater Com-
munity Center.  A yummy sideboard lunch will be provided.  A 
list of area hotels can be provided, and airport pick-ups/drop-offs 
from either OKC or Tulsa can be arranged. 

Date Saturday, July 6th 

Place Stillwater Community Center 
Corner of S 9th & Duck 
Stillwater, OK 74074 

Site Fee $7, includes sideboard 

Site Opens 9am 

Classes Begin 10am 

Site Closes 7pm 

More information, including how to contact the class coordinators, will be available at  
http://heraldry.ansteorra.org/ahss/ 
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ANSTEORRAN  GAZETTE 
APRIL 2002 
Jennifer Smith, Obelisk Herald 
601 S Washington #137 
Stillwater, OK 74074 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

Remember: All submissions are $9 (U.S.) each; $1 per submission is retained by the local group and a group check for $8 per submission is sent to Asterisk with the submis-
sions.  For Name Submissions, 3 copies of the form and documentation are to be sent to Asterisk, 1 copy is to be retained by the branch herald, and 1 copy is given to the sub-
mitter.  For Device/Badge Submissions, send 4 colored and 2 non-colored copies to Asterisk, 1 of each is retained by the branch herald, and 1 of each is given to the submitter.  
All money and all submissions go to Asterisk Herald. 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

ITEM SSENT TO BY 

Submissions Asterisk Branch Heralds ‡ 

Monthly Reports Regional Heralds Branch Heralds* 

Quarterly and End of Reign Reports Star Principal Regional Heralds* 

Award and Honor Report Forms Zodiacus, Sable Scroll Branch Heralds, Royal Herald, and all Heralds  
attending Court 

Internal Commentary Retiarius All Who Comment 

Inquiries about Scribal Matters Regional Scribes, Star Signet All 

Requests for Scrolls to Paint or Painted Scrolls Regional Scribes All 

Donation of Insignia Sable Scroll All 

Correlation of Scrolls Given/Not Given Crown, Sable Scroll Branch Heralds, Royal Herald 

Subscriptions for Ansteorran Gazette Asterisk Private Subscribers 

Change of Name or Contact Info. 
INCLUDING ADDRESS CHANGES 

Obelisk, Star Principal All 

Letters/Articles/Etc. for Gazette Obelisk All 

Resignations and Applications One Level Up All 

Administrative Matters Star Principal Regionals*, All 

Achievement Registrations, Questions Stellar Scroll All 

*These items are requirements of the job.    ‡If you receive these, it is a requirement of your job to send them to Asterisk promptly. 

WHO SENDS WHAT TO WHOM IN ANSTEORRA 


