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On Heraldic History 
 
Sit thee down and read here some history drawn from the dusty records of Zodiacus Herald. 
 
The Orders of the Nut and Fish 
A long, long time ago in the far away Kingdom of Atenveldt, there were two Orders.  They were called the Order of the 
Nut and the Order of the Fish.  Membership in these Orders was bestowed only on gentle lords and ladies who were 
already members of the Order of the Laurel (for the Nut) and the Pelican (for the Fish).  As the Crown of Atenveldt 
neared the end of their long reign, they made one each of these awards to a member of each peerage.  Only those who 
had continued to strive mightily and were of goodly example were considered for these awards.  Then one day, not long 
after Ansteorra gained her independence from Atenveldt, their King said, “Me thinks I shall gift these Orders to An-
steorra, for she is no longer a Principality, but is now a Kingdom.  It is meet that the Crown of Ansteorra should bestow 
these awards.”  And so He did in the reign of Jonathon and Willow.  But his son, Lloyd, when the kingship passed unto 
him, closed the Orders.  Yeah, verily. 
 
White Scarves 
In bygone years when Ansteorra was but a principality of the Kingdom of Atenveldt, Sean and Katerina were become 
the first Prince and Princess of Ansteorra.  And this was the first reign of the Principality of Ansteorra.  And then did 
Randal and Constance become the second Prince and Princess.  And this was the second reign.  Then did Simon and 
Tessa become the third Prince and Princess of Ansteorra. And, behold, Prince Simonn and Princess Tessa did say unto 
Tivar Moondragon, “Write ye a charter for a new order to recognize swashbucklers of exceptional prowess and chiv-
alry.  Make their badge a white scarf on the left shoulder.”  And Tivar Moondragon did say unto them, “Yeah, as ye 
have asked, so shall I do.”  And Prince Simon and Princess Tessa did found the Order of the Cavaliers and created Tivar 
Don on March 10, A.S. XIII. And they saw it was good.  This was the third reign. 
 
Now it came about when but three months had passed that Ansteorra became a Kingdom, and Jonathan and Willow 
became King and Queen.  And in that time, the Crown of Atenveldt said unto Ansteorra, “The Cavaliers and other Or-
ders were but recently of the Principality of Ansteorra.  Now by Our signature on this date of January 19 A.S. XIV do 
We bestow unto Thee ownership of these self same Orders.”  In the reign of Jonathan and Willow, first King and Queen 
of Ansteorra, did these things come to pass.  And all the folk rejoiced.  And the months went by and this was the first 
reign of the Kingdom of Ansteorra.  Then Lloyd and Jocelyn heirs of Jonathon and Willow came unto the Stellar 
Throne, and King Lloyd did say, “It is meet that the Order of the Cavalier should have a new name.  Henceforth, this 
Order shall be called ‘The Order of the White Scarf of Ansteorra.’”  And he saw that it was good.  And the months went 
by and this was the second reign.  And behold, the fame and Order of the White Scarves are known throughout the 
Known World. 
 
Grace Awards 
In the days of Jonathan and Willow, first Monarchs of the Kingdom of Ansteorra, there were two awards known far and 
wide across the land.  These were the Order of the King’s Grace of Ansteorra and the Order of the Queen’s Grace of 
Ansteorra.  The Crown made award of these to those gentlepersons who were of greatest personal service to them.  It 
was a great honor, for those bearing such title were said to be “in grace” until the Crown passed on.  In later years, the 
names of these awards were changed to the Orders of the King’s Gauntlet and the Queen’s Glove.  But to this very day, 
they are still referred to as the “Grace Awards.” 
 
Arts and Sciences 
In the kingdom of Calontir, to the north of Ansteorra, they are known to recognize the virtues of Arts and Sciences as 
separate skills.  Indeed, they have two awards for them.  Be not amazed, I charge thee, for once upon a time, Ansteorra 
also had two such awards.  In the days of Ansteorra’s infancy, when we were but a Principality, there were two awards 
known as the Ursus Majoris for endeavors of artistic merit, and the Aristotolis Discipuli for scientific skills.  And lo, 
when Ansteorra became a kingdom, these orders were closed.  And on November 18 A.S. XIV did the Iris of Merit be-
come the Order for both Arts and Sciences. 
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1) Cara Mondragon (Steppes) 
               Resubmitted device.  Name forwarded to Laurel in 
March 2002 LoI. 

 
Or, a bat-winged catamount 
segreant gules, on a chief 
urdy sable three decrescents 
argent. 
 
Previous submission:  
Gules, a bat-winged cata-
mount segreant Or, on a 
chief urdy sable fimbriated 
Or three mullets of six points 
argent was returned for fim-
briating a chief. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
2) Eleanor Fairchild (Stargate) 
               Resubmitted device. Name registered December 2001 
via Ansteorra. 

 
Argent, two bendlets azure 
seme of hazel nuts inverted 
Or, a bordure azure. 
 
Previous submission:  Per 
bend azure and argent, in 
chief a lily Or was returned 
for conflict with Karol 
Johanna Gartenheit, 
(Fieldless) A jonquil blossom 
bell to chief Or. 
 
 
 
 

 

3) Fathir von Trier (Brad Leah) 
               Resubmitted device. Name registered September 2000 
via Ansteorra. 

 
Argent, a purpure chevron 2 
sable formy crosses chief, a 
sable reremouse. 
 
Previous submission:  Ar-
gent, quarterly purpure cross 
formee sable dexter chief, 
reveremouse sable sinister 
base was returned in August 
2002 for the appearance of 
marshalling. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
4) Hans Faulst dem Herlet (Brad Leah) 
               Resubmitted badge. Name fast-tracked to Laurel in 
March 2002 LoI. 

 
Fieldless, a cross potent  
between four crosses purpure. 
 
Previous submission: Fieldless, 
a cross potent argent between 
four crosses purpure was re-
turned for having unconnected 
charges on a fieldless badge. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Internal Letter Of Intent 2002-10 

 

LETTER FROM OBELISK HERALD 
Greetings! 

My thanks to Zodiacus Herald, Master Rumil Fletcher, for the heraldic history article you’ll find on the front page. I for one found it 
very informative and enjoyable to read!  

The Gazette isn’t very long this month, but we are finally caught up with publishing Laurel acceptances.  And don’t let the short 
ILoI keep anyone from sending in commentary. Asterisk informs me that the decision meeting in December (for this ILoI) is tentatively 
scheduled for either Dec 14th at Stargate Yule, or Dec 6th as another experimental online meeting.  The calendar on the front page will 
be updated accordingly as things are decided. 
 
In service, 
Emma de Fetherstan 
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5) Lisabetta Micola da Monte (Gates Edge) 
                New device. Name fast-tracked to Laurel in May 2002 
LoI. 

 
Argent, two chevronelles vert 
between three roses purpure 
barbed and seeded Or. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6) Seamus O Shea (Brad Leah) 
                New name. New device. 

 
Argent, a sable Celtic cross, 
3 vert clovers, 2 chief and 1 
base. 
 
Documentation provided: 
Seamus  ÓCorráin & 
Maguire, Irish Names, p. 
163, s.n. Seamus, Seamas: 
“A borrowing through Eng-
lish and French of the Latin 
Jacobus. This name was 
common among the Anglo-
Norman Settlers in Ireland 
and was adopted by the na-

tive Irish.” 
O Shea   ÓCorráin & Maguire, Irish Names, p. 164, s.n. Segdae: 
“A relatively rare early name from which derives the modern sur-
name O Seaghdha (Shea). It can be Anglicised Shay.” 
Photocopies:        None needed. 
Changes:              Minor only.  Sound is most important.  Desired 
gender is male. 
 
7) Tomás mac Amhalgaidh (Steppes) 
                Resubmitted name. Resubmitted device. 

 
Argent, on a lion rampant 
queue forchee gules a thistle 
argent in chief three hands 
gules. 
 
Documentation provided: 
Tomás   ÓCorráin & 
Maguire, pp. 171-172, s.n. 
Tomás, gives Tomás, abbot 
and scribe of Bangor: d. 794; 
also Tomás, bishop and 
scribe of Linn Duachaill. 
Mac Amhalgaidh  ÓCorráin 

& Maguire, p. 22, s.n. Amalgaid, Amhalgaidh, gives the name as 
a very old Irish name common esp. in Munster.  The name was 
borne by and early king of Munster and an early King of Con-
nacht. 
Photocopies:        None needed. 
Changes:              Any.  Desired gender is male. 
 
Previous submission: “Tómas mac Amhalgaidh” was returned 
for having a misplaced accent and possible need for lenition of 
the ‘g.’ No corrections were allowed. Argent, on a lion rampant 
queue forchee gules a thistle argent in chief three hands gules 
was returned for lack of a name. 
 
 
 
 
8) Úna Baróid (Not Listed) 
               Resubmitted device. Name registered February 2002 via 
Ansteorra. 

 
Azure, two dolphins haurient 
respectant and on a chief 
wavy argent, three crosses 
bottony azure. 
 

Previous submission: Azure, 
a dolphin hauriant and a 
chief wavy argent was re-
turned for conflict with Isa-
belle d'Avallon, Azure, three 
natural dolphins naiant in 
annulo one and two, a chief 
wavy argent. 

 

 

9) Winther der Trüwe (Adlersruhe) 
Resubmitted device. Name forwarded to Laurel in Au-

gust 2002 LoI. 
 
 
Barry bendy gules and Or, 
three fleur-de-lys in bend 
within a bordure sable. 
 
Previous submission:  
Barry bendy gules and Or, 
three fleur-de-lys in bend 
sable was returned for con-
flict with Jocelyn Crokehorn 
August 1981 Paly argent 
and Or, in bend three fleurs-
de-lys palewise sable. 
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ANSTEORRAN COLLEGE OF HERALDS 
Internal Collated Commentary on ILoI 0207 

 
 
Here are the decisions made September 14, 2002 at Stargate Baronial in Houston. 
 
Cahira, Asterisk 
 
 
Unto the Ansteorran College of Heralds does Lady Emma de Fetherstan, Obelisk 

Herald, make greetings, in place of Estrill Retiarius. 
 
For information on commentary submission formats or to receive a copy of the 

collated commentary, you can contact Retiarius Pursuivant, Estrill Swet, at: 
      Deborah Sweet 
      824 E 8th, Stillwater, OK 74074 
      405/624-9344 (before 10pm) 
      dssweet@okstate.edu 
 
 
Commenters for this issue: 

 
Lady Maridonna Benvenuti 
Da'ud ibn Auda - al-Jamal Herald 
Gawain of Miskbridge - Green Anchor Herald 
Magnus von Lübeck – Orle Herald 
Emma de Fetherstan – Obelisk Herald 
Gunnvor silfraharr 

      Eirik Halfdanarson - Arbalest Herald 
      Bryn Gwlad, Barony of - Commenters for the month of July 2002 were Lord   
                    Stephen MacThomas, the Honorable Lady Pegasus Devona and Lord  
                    Johann Kiefer Hayden (ye olde scribe of the group).  Conflict checks  
                    were performed using the 9th edition of the Ordinary and Armorial and  
                    online as necessary. 
 

 
Collated Commentary on IloI 0207 

 
 
1. Angus Ramsay (Raven’s Fort) 

Resubmitted device. Name registered in LoAR 1991/11 from Ansteorra. 
Checky sable and argent a ram’s head couped wavy azure.   

 
Emma 
[Device] No conflicts found. However, I perceive a problem with the depiction of 

“couped”.  As per the November 2001 LoAR Cover Letter: 
“Therefore, for purposes of recreating period armorial style for erasing, the eras-

ing should (1) have between three and eight jags; (2) have jags that are ap-
proximately one-sixth to one-third the total height of the charge being erased; 
and (3) have jags that are not straight but rather are wavy or curved. The pre-
dominance of the three-jag erasing is such that it can be recommended 
throughout our period and across Europe. For purposes of recreating period 
armorial style for couping, the couping should be a smooth line which is either 
straight, slightly convex, a shallow concave, or a recognizable extreme con-
cave. A straight line or a shallow curve can be recommended throughout our 
period and across Europe.” 

The one and only registration of “couped wavy” I could find dated from 1992. I 
believe this device as emblazoned runs the risk of blurring the line between 
couped and erased, and stands a good chance of being returned by Laurel for a 
redraw. 

 
Bryn Gwlad 
[Device]  To our knowledge, there does not exist a head of any sort that was 

“couped wavy”.  Therefore, we recommend a return for using a non-period 
style per RfS VII.4.d. 

 
 
College Action: 
Device:  forwarded to Laurel. Reblazoned as Checky sable and argent a ram’s 
head couped azure.  Submitter has been advised to draw a smooth couped line in 
the future. 
 
 
 

2. King’s Archer of Ansteorra, Award of (Ansteorra, Kingdom of) 
New order/award name.  

 
Magnus 
[Order Name] Household and order names first must be documented to period and 

second the construction must be documented to fit the types of period names 
we register for orders. 

 
Bryn Gwlad 
[Name]  Documentation verified.  No problems. 
 
 
College Action: 
Name:  forwarded to Laurel. 
 
 
 
3. Ordo Arcus Maior (Ansteorra, Kingdom of)  

New order/award name.  
 
Magnus 
[Order Name] We need to include a citation from a Latin dictionary to document 

the name elements.  http://www.arts.cuhk.edu.hk/Lexis/Latin/  
ordo : rank, class, order.                                                       
magnus maior maximus : large, great, important.                                  
arcus : bow (BOW and arrows), arch, bend, arc.                                   
Kwellend-Njal Kollskeggsson, "Period Order Names", KWHS 2001 page 46 

gives examples of military weapons being used as names: Golden Shield, 
Hatchet, Sword, Swordbearers, Sword-Brethern, and Tower and Sword. 

 
Bryn Gwlad 
[Name]  Documentation verified.  No problems. 
 
 
College Action: 
Name:  forwarded to Laurel with Magnus’s documentation. 
 
 
 
4. Celestria Monelyght leDragon (Bryn Gwlad) 

New device. Name registered in LoAR 2000/01 from Ansteorra. Argent, a 
dragon passant, wings displayed gules and on a chief embattled-counter-
embattle vert, a mullet between an increscent and a decrescent argent.  

 
Da’ud 
[Device] A single line cannot be both “embattled" and "counter-embattled"; the 

chief is simply embattled.  It could also use a much deeper line of division.  
(A good rule of thumb is that the crenellations should be as deep as they are 
wide; in other words, they should be square.)                                                                

The dragon's wings are in the default elevated and addorsed position; they are 
certainly not "displayed". 

 
Gawain 
[Device] The dragon is passant to sinister. The default position of the wings 

would be elevated and addorsed. The right one could be either this way or 
displayed: it’s the left one which would make the difference, and it’s not em-
blazoned at all! The chief is simply “embattled”. The normal way of showing 
three charges on a chief is to space them more or less equidistantly, not with 
the end two smooshed way out to the ends. The embattling really should be a 
good deal deeper. 

 
Magnus 
[Device] Blazon as "Argent, a dragon passant contourny gules and on a chief 

embattled vert a mullet between an increscent and a decrescent argent."                                                                        
The embattling of the chief needs to be returned for a redraw. 
 
Emma 
[Device]  (note, space between ‘le’ and ‘Dragon’) Should be blazoned “Argent, a 

dragon passant contourny gules and on a chief embattled vert a mullet be-
tween an increscent and a decrescent argent.” No conflicts found.  The embat-
tling should be drawn more distinctly. 

 
Eirik 
[Device] Reblazon as follows: Argent, a dragon passant wings elevated gules and 

on a chief embattled vert a mullet between an increscent and a decrescent 
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argent. Note: you can only counter embattle ordinaries that have two sides 
displayed on the field. Also the embattling needs to be drawn deeper. 

 
Bryn Gwlad 
[Device]  At first blush, we see that the chief does not quite fit the “counter-

embattled” description, so it can be dropped.  However, we also note that 
there are three different tertiaries in the same spot; namely, the chief.  This 
produces the classic “slot machine” violation of RfS VIII.1.a.  Therefore, we 
recommend a return. 

 
 
College Action: 
Device:  returned for redraw of the embattlements. 
 
 
 
5. Evelun Lambert (Gates Edge) 

New device. Name fast-tracked to LoI 2002/05. Sable, a billet fesswise and 
three billets Or.  

 
Da’ud 
[Device] The submitted blazon says nothing of the arrangement of the charges on 

the field, and there is no default of "one and three". Sable, in pale a billet fess-
wise and in fess three billets Or.  This is remarkably little like period heraldic 
style. 

Potential visual conflict with Juelda of Salisbury|9601K|b|Azure, a dolmen Or.  
There is certainly a CD for the change to the tincture of the field, but the ar-
rangement of the billets is remarkably like a "dolmen of three uprights", which 
is not a CD from a dolmen of the (default) two uprights. 

 
Gawain 
[Device] The default for three things is two and one, so it might be safer to explic-

itly blazon the billets as in fess. Or perhaps “a billet fesswise and three billets 
palewise one and three”. 

 
Magnus 
[Device] Mixing fesswise and palewise charges in the same charge group is non-

period style as far as I can find and should be returned. 
 
Emma 
[Device]  No conflicts found.  I could find no other instance of billets being ar-

ranged this way, but we have many cases of crescents (for one example) being 
turned all different directions on a device. 

 
Eirik 
[Device] Reblazon as follows: Sable, three billets and in chief another fesswise 

Or. 
 
Bryn Gwlad 
[Device] No conflicts. 
 
 
College Action: 
Device:  forwarded to Laurel. Reblazoned as Sable, in pale a billet fesswise and in 
fess three billets Or. 
 
 
 
6. Jacqueline von Kern (Brad Leah) 

New name.  
 
Magnus 
[Name] The name mixes French and German but is registerable. 
 
Eirik 
[Name] The article by Colm also lists Dame Jaqueline la Bordonne which is 

closer to the spelling used by the submitter. Also English and French names 
with German names are a weirdness according to the Lingual Wierdness Rul-
ings Table. So, no matter whether she documents Jacqueline as French or as 
English, there is still one weirdness to the name. 

 
Bryn Gwlad 
[Name]  The documentation is verified, and since interaction between French and 

German cultures is documented, this will count as only one weirdness. 
 

College Action: 
Name:  forwarded to Laurel. 
 
 
 
7. Léofwine av Sumersaeton (Stargate) 

New name. New device.  Azure, a wagon wheel and a chief embattled argent.  
 
Maridonna  
[Name] The given name Leofwine is also found in The pre-Conquest Personal 

Names of the Domesday Book by Olof von Feilitzen, Uppsala, Sweden, 1937, 
pages 317-318, s.n. Leofwine of various spellings. <Leofwinus> cild and 
<Leofuuinus> liber homo. 

 
Gawain 
[Name] If the macron is important (I’ve no idea), how about “L{e-}ofwine av 
Sumers{ae}ton”? 
 
Emma 
[Device] No conflicts found. 
 
Gunnvor 
[Name] (a) Leofwine 
The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, Manuscript A - Parker MS; Corpus Christ College, 

Cambridge MS 173 ff. 1-32 has Leofwine in the entry for 1001: 
 

Her on þysum geare wæs micel unfrið on Angelcynnes londe þurh 
sciphere, 7 welgehwær hergedon 7 bær<n>don, swa þæt hy upp asetton on 
ænne siþ þæt hy coman to æþelingadene. 7 þa com þær togeanes Hamtunscir, 
7 him wið gefuhton. 7 ðær wearð æþelweard cinges heahgerefa ofslegen. 7 
Leofric æt Hwitciricean, 7 Leofwine cinges heahgerefa... 

 

And more evidence, from a variety of charters in the desired 1056AD date range: 
 

(i) MSS: Oxford, Dr D. Rogers, pp. 91-4 (s. xviii) 
 S 921: A.D. 1009. King Æthelred to Athelney Abbey; grant of 3 perticae at 

Hamp, near Bridgewater, Somerset. Latin. 
 http://www.anglo-saxons.net/hwaet/?do=get&type=charter&id=921 
 Signatory: Ego Leofwine dux. 
 

(ii) MSS: 1. BL Cotton Tib. E. viii, pt i, 218r (s. xviii; incomplete) 
 2. Wells, D. & C., Liber Albus II, 241r-242r (s. xv/xvi) 
 3. London, College of Arms, WE, 121r-123r (s. xvii; ex 1) 
 S 1042: A.D. 1065 (Windsor, Berks., 20 or 24 May). King Edward to the bishop-

ric of Wells; general confirmation of lands 
 http://www.anglo-saxons.net/hwaet/?do=get&type=charter&id=1042 
 Signatory: Ego Leofwine dux. 
 

(iii) MSS: Aberystwyth, N.L.W., Peniarth 390, 184v = p. 368 (s. xiii med.) 
 S 1017: A.D. 1048. King Edward to Tofig, his comes; grant of 2 hides (territoria) 

at Berghe. Latin. 
 http://www.anglo-saxons.net/hwaet/?do=get&type=charter&id=1017 
 Signatory: Ego Leofwine minister. 
 

(iv) MSS: 1. BL Add. Ch. 28657 (s. xii; Birch 1889) 
 2. BL Add. 32100, 115v (s. xvi; Latin version) 
 3. BL Cotton Claud. A. viii, 81rv (s. xvi) 
 4. Bodleian, Dugdale 13, pp. 440-1 (s. xvii) 
 5. Stratford-upon-Avon, Shakespeare Birthplace Library, Gregory Leiger-Book 

(dep.), pp. 25-6 (s. xiv; Latin version) 
 S 1098: Writ of King Edward declaring that he confirms the gifts made by Earl 

Leofric and Godgifu (Godiva) to Abbot Leofwine and the brethren at Coven-
try minster. English and Latin versions. 

 http://www.anglo-saxons.net/hwaet?do=get&type=charter&id=1098 
 Property owner: Leofwine abbyde 
 

(v) MSS: 1. BL Cotton Faust. A. iii, 108rv (s. xiii) 
 2. London, Westminster Abbey, Muniment Bk 11, 154v (s. xiv) 
 S 1130: A.D. 1051 x 1066, probably 1057 x 1066. Writ of King Edward declar-

ing that he has given to Westminster Abbey the land at Shepperton, Middx, as 
fully and completely as St Dunstan bought it and granted it by charter to the 
abbey (cf. S 1293). English. 

 http://www.anglo-saxons.net/hwaet/?do=get&type=charter&id=1130 
 Addressee: Leofwine eorl 
 

(vi) MSS: 1. London, Westminster Abbey, W.A.M. XVII (s. xii; OS Facs., ii, 
Westminster 15) 

 2. London, Westminster Abbey, Muniment Bk 11, 465rv (s. xiv) 
 S 1137: A.D. 1058 x 1066. Writ of King Edward declaring that the piece of land 
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at Claygate, Surrey, given by Earl Tostig and his wife Leofrun, the king's 
foster-mother, is to belong to Westminster Abbey. English. 

 http://www.anglo-saxons.net/hwaet/?do=get&type=charter&id=1137 
 Addressee: Leofwine eorll 
 

(b) Sumersaeton 
 

Looking at Old English charters, I find spellings of: 
 

Sumerseten 
Sumers{ae}ten 
Sumerseatan 
Sumers{ae}ton 
 

(i) MSS: Wells, Liber Albus I, 17v-18r (s. xiii; both versions) 
 S 1113: A.D. 1061 x 1066. Writ of King Edward declaring that Bishop Giso is to 

discharge the obligations on his land at Chew, Somerset, now at the same rate 
as his predecessor had done. English and Latin versions. 

 http://www.anglo-saxons.net/hwaet/?do=get&type=charter&id=1113 
 Place-name is: Sumerseten 
 

Edward king gret Harold erl/ 7 {AE}gelno{dh} abbot 7 Godwyne scyregerefan 7 
alle mine {th}egenas on Sumerseten freondliche. 

 

(ii) MSS: Wells, Liber Albus I, 17v (s. xiii; both versions) 
 S 1115: A.D. 1061 x 1065. Writ of King Edward declaring that he has given to 

Bishop Giso for the maintenance of his canons at St Andrew's, Wells, land at 
Wedmore, Somerset, and the bishop is to draw up a privilegium concerning 
this. English and Latin versions. 

 http://www.anglo-saxons.net/hwaet/?do=get&type=charter&id=1115 
 Place-name is: Sumerseten 
 

Edward king gret Harold erl 7 Ailnod abbot 7 Touid schirereue 7 alle mine {th}
eines on Sumerseten frendliche. 

 

(iii) MSS: Wells, D. & C., Liber Albus I, 14rv (s. xiii; both versions) 
 S 1116: A.D. 1061 x 1065. Writ of King Edward declaring that Alfred has sold to 

Bishop Giso his land at Litton, Somerset. English and Latin versions. 
 http://www.anglo-saxons.net/hwaet/?do=get&type=charter&id=1116 
 Place-name is: Sumers{ae}ten 
 

Edward king gret Harold erl 7 Touid minne schyrerefen 7 alle mine {th}eynes 
inne Sumers{ae}ten frendliche. 

 

(iv) MSS: Wells, D. & C., Liber Albus I, 18r (s. xiii; both versions) 
 S 1240: A.D. 1061 x 1066. Writ of Queen Edith declaring that Bishop Giso is to 

have the land at Milverton, Somerset, as fully and completely as she herself 
possessed it. English and Latin versions. 

 http://www.anglo-saxons.net/hwaet/?do=get&type=charter&id=1240 
 Place-name is: Sumerseatan 
 

Eadgy{dh} se hlauedige gret Harold erl mine bro{dh}ar & Touid & ealle ure {th}
eyena on Sumerseatan freondliche. 

 

(v) MSS: Cambridge, Corpus Christi College, 111, p. 92 (s. xii2) 
 S 1427: A.D. 1061 x 1082, possibly 1061 x 1066. Writ of Abbot Wulfwold an-

nouncing that he has given to St Peter's minster at Bath land at Evesty (lost, cf. 
S 692) and Ashwick, Somerset. English. 

 http://www.anglo-saxons.net/hwaet/?do=get&type=charter&id=1427 
 Place-name is: Uulfwold abbod gret Gisa bisceop & {AE}gelno{dh} abbot & 

Tofig sciregerefan & ealle {th}a {th}egenas on Sumers{ae}ton freondlice. 
 
Bryn Gwlad 
[Name]  Documentation verified.  No problems. 
[Device]  We note the similarity between this wagon wheel and a catherine’s 

wheel.  However, we find no conflicts. 
 
 
College Action: 
Name:  forwarded to Laurel, with Maridonna’s documentation. 
Device:  forwarded to Laurel. 
 
 
 
8. Líadan Bregh (Steppes) 

Resubmitted device. Per chevron azure and sable, a plate issuant from line of 
division a bordure argent.   

 
Magnus 
[Device] Name registered February 2002. 
 

Emma 
[Device] No conflicts found. 
 
Bryn Gwlad 
[Device]  We’re not aware of any period examples where a charge was issuant 

from the line of division.  Additionally, this looks vaguely like a moon rising 
over a mountain Therefore, we recommend a return for non-period and overly 
pictorial style per RfS VIII.4.a and d. 

 
 
College Action: 
Device:  forwarded to Laurel. Note: this has been to Laurel before, and no men-
tion was made of pictorial style. 
 
 
 
9. Loch Solleir, Barony of (Loch Sollier) 

New badge. Name registered LoAR 80/08 from Ansteorra.  Vert, a sea-
serpent nowed argent.  

 
Gawain 
[Badges] What makes the first one a sea-serpent and the others ordinary serpents? 

They all look about the same to me. 
 
Magnus 
[Badge] "Vert, a sea-serpent nowed argent."  Conflict with Frewin Finnbogason 

December 1989: "Per saltire gules and sable, a Norse serpent nowed argent."  
Conflict with Ragnachar Radagaist April 1998 "Vert, a serpent in annulo ar-
gent." 

 
Emma 
[Device] (note: branch name is registered as Loch Solleir, not Soilleir or Sollier!) 

Looks clear, unless sea-serpents conflict with something besides other sea-
serpents. 

 
Bryn Gwlad 
[Badge]  No conflicts. 
 
 
College Action: 
Badge:  return for conflict with Frewin Finnbogason and Ragnachar Radagaist. 
 
 
 
 
10. Loch Solleir, Barony of (Loch Sollier) 

New badge. Name registered LoAR 80/08 from Ansteorra. Argent, a gout 
azure within a serpent in annulo, head to chief and vorant of its own tail 
vert.  

 
Gawain 
[Badges] What makes the first one a sea-serpent and the others ordinary serpents? 

They all look about the same to me. 
 
Bryn Gwlad 
[Badge]  According to the Pic Dic on pg. 49, the proper term for a blue goutte is 

gout de larmes and should be reblazoned as such.  Otherwise, no conflicts. 
 
 
College Action: 
Badge:  forwarded to Laurel. Note: all instances of “Loch Sollier” corrected to 
“Loch Solleir.” 
 
 
 
11. Loch Solleir, Barony of (Loch Sollier) 

New badge. Name registered LoAR 80/08 from Ansteorra. Vert, a brush and 
needle in saltire within a serpent in annulo head to chief and vorant of its 
own tail argent.  

 
Da’ud 
[badge] [The barony's registered name is "Loch Solleir". A small thing, perhaps, 

but important.] Given their comparative sizes, the brush and needle are ex-
tremely difficult to differentiate without a close and careful look.  RfS VII.7.a. 
requires that "Elements must be recognizable solely from their appearance.", 
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15. Loch Solleir, Barony of (Loch Sollier) 
New badge. Name registered LoAR 80/08 from Ansteorra. (Fieldless) a ser-

pent in annulo head to chief and vorant of its own tail vert. 
 
Gawain 
[Badges] What makes the first one a sea-serpent and the others ordinary serpents? 

They all look about the same to me. 
 
Bryn Gwlad 
[Badge]  No conflicts. 
 
 
College Action: 
Badge:  forwarded to Laurel. 
 
 
 
16. Mathias der Starke (Tempio) 

New name.  
 
Maridonna  
[Name] Starke can be found in Bahlow, Hans. Deutsches Nameslexikon. Edda 

Gentry translation. Friends of the Max Kade Institute for German-American 
Studies, Inc., 1993, ISBN 0-924119-35-7, page 538, s.n. Star(c)ke, Star(c)k...: 
a strong, valiant person, no date listed for <Starke> solely. It does have dated 
examples of ‘stark’ as an adjective in the by-names ‘der starke Knappe’ (the 
strong page, young nobleman) 1403, ‘der starke Boppe’ 1270, and combined 
Starkhand 1220, and Starkelif (strong body) in 1358. 

 
Gawain 
[Name] Brechenmacher, II:655, under “Stark” et al., mentions Burchart der 

Starke, from Tannheim in 1281. Tannheim is in Bavaria rather than Silesia, 
but that shouldn’t be a problem. 

 
Magnus 
[Name] Not documenting the byname is grounds for return.  In modern German 

die Starke means the strong.  Bahlow, Dictionary of German Names, page 538 
s.n. Starke gives "der starke Knappe" from 1403 meaning strong young noble-
man.  With a byname for a gentleman der is used giving us der Starke. 

 
Bryn Gwlad 
[Name]  Documentation of first element has been verified.  Bahlow’s “Dictionary 

of German Names”, Second Edition, English translation by Edda Gentry 
shows the submitters desired byname on page 486 under the heading “Star(c)
ke, Star(c)k” (Letter in parentheses is optional) and indicates that it is Upper 
German meaning “a strong, valiant person”.  Of note are the following listed 
references:  “der starke Knappe Hartwig van B{u..}hlow”, L{u..}b. in 1403 
and “der starke Boppe”, Kolmar in 1270.  Given these references, “der Starke” 
is plausible. 

 
 
College Action: 
Name:  forwarded to Laurel, add in documentation from Bahlow and Brechen-
macher. 
 
 
 
17. Medb ingen Domnaill ui Somhaicle (Loch Sollier) 

New badge. Name registered in LoAR 2000/11 from Ansteorra.  (Fieldless) 
on a pitcher argent a millrind azure.  

 
Emma 
[Badge] No conflicts found. 
 
Bryn Gwlad 
[Badge]  No conflicts. 
 
 
College Action: 
Badge:  forwarded to Laurel. 
 
 
 
 
 

and RfS VIII.3. notes that "Identifiable elements may be rendered unidentifi-
able by significant reduction in size...." 

 
Gawain 
[Badges] What makes the first one a sea-serpent and the others ordinary serpents? 

They all look about the same to me. 
 
Bryn Gwlad 
[Badge]  No conflicts. 
 
 
College Action: 
Badge:  forwarded to Laurel. 
 
 
 
12. Loch Solleir, Barony of (Loch Sollier) 

New badge. Name registered LoAR 80/08 from Ansteorra. Vert, two arrows 
in saltire within a serpent in annulo head to chief and vorant of its own 
tail argent. 

 
Da’ud 
[badge] [The barony's registered name is "Loch Solleir". A small thing, perhaps, 

but important.] The arrows are inverted. 
 
Gawain 
[Badges] What makes the first one a sea-serpent and the others ordinary serpents? 

They all look about the same to me. 
 
Bryn Gwlad 
[Badge]  No conflicts. 
 
 
College Action: 
Badge: forwarded to Laurel. Reblazoned as Vert, two arrows inverted in saltire 
within a serpent in annulo head to chief and vorant of its own tail argent. 
 
 
 
13. Loch Solleir, Barony of (Loch Sollier) 

New badge. Name registered LoAR 80/08 from Ansteorra. Vert, a horseshoe 
within a serpent in annulo head to chief and vorant of its own tail argent. 

 
Gawain 
[Badges] What makes the first one a sea-serpent and the others ordinary serpents? 

They all look about the same to me. 
 
Bryn Gwlad 
[Badge]  No conflicts. 
 
 
College Action: 
Badge:  forwarded to Laurel. 
 
 
 
14. Loch Solleir, Barony of (Loch Sollier) 

New badge. Name registered LoAR 80/08 from Ansteorra. Vert, two swords 
in salitre within a serpent in annulo head to chief and vorant of its own 
tail argent.  

 
Gawain 
[Badges] What makes the first one a sea-serpent and the others ordinary serpents? 

They all look about the same to me. 
 
Bryn Gwlad 
[Badge]  No conflicts. 
 
 
College Action: 
Badge:  forwarded to Laurel. 
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20. Y Port Lairge (Brad Leah) 
New name.   

 
Da’ud 
[Name] Did either Gaelic or Scots (which is what Black consists of) use unmodi-

fied placenames as bynames?  Donald Dublin?  Angus Edinburgh? 
 
Magnus 
[Name] Y is Scots given name and Port Lairge is the Gaelic name of Waterford.  

This starts the name with a language mix weirdness.  The town name doesn't 
need an article and should be in the genitive.  This thing may be registerable 
but the submitter should know that there is nothing historically plausible about 
this name.  Included below are the 5 town locatives we have out of the many 
thousands of names in the Annals.  This should give you an idea of how ex-
traordinarily rare such names are to begin with.                                                         

Place name                                     Form in byname                                                 
Baile Dalad                                     [of] Baile Dalad (Baili Dalad)                                   
Cnoc an Madhma        [of] Cnoc an Madhma (Chnuic an Madhma)                           
Cnoc Tuagh                                    [of] Cnoc Tuagh (Chnuic Tuagh)                                  
Drogheda                      [of] Drogheda (Droichit Atha)                                    
Muskerry                      [of] Muskerry (Musccraighe)       
 
Bryn Gwlad 
[Name]  Documentation verified.  No problems. 
 
 
College Action: 
Name:  forwarded to Laurel. 

18. Reynald of Northkeep (Northkeep) 
New device. Name registered in LoAR 2001/04 from Ansteorra. Argent, on a 

chess rook gules, a garb argent.  
 
Da’ud 
[Device] The "chess rook" is not identifiable as such; it has almost no base, and 

the bifurcation of the oversized head is not nearly sufficient. See, e.g., the 
Pictorial Dictionary, 2nd ed., #105b. for a better illustration of the charge.  
RfS VII.7.a. requires that "Elements must be recognizable solely from their 
appearance."  The best guess here for it was an oddly topped garb. 

 
Magnus 
[Device] "Argent, on a chess rook gules a garb argent."  Conflict with Barony of 

Castel Rouge April 1994: "(Fieldless) On a tower gules a snowflake argent."  
"[A tower vs a chess-rook] There is...nothing for the difference between a 
tower and a chess-rook." (Erich von Drachenholz, 10/96 p. 9)  This leaves 
only 1 CD for fieldless and none for the change of type to the tertiary. 

 
Emma 
[Device] This doesn’t actually look much like the chess-rook depicted in the 

PicDic. There also may be no difference between a chess-rook and a tower, 
which introduces a conflict with the Barony of Castel Rouge for “(Fieldless) 
On a tower gules a snowflake argent.” 

 
Bryn Gwlad 
[Device]  No conflicts. 
 
 
College Action: 
Device:  returned for conflict with Barony of Castel Rouge. Note: the chess rook 
is almost unidentifiable. 
 
  
 
19. Shajar al-Yaasmeen (Middleford) 

Resubmitted badge. (Asterisk note: There was no blazon or “plain English” 
description, so here is Asterisk’s best guess: Per bend sinister argent and 
purpure a comet bendwise sinister between two crescents counter-
changed.) 

 
Magnus 
[Badge] This name was registered in March of 1994 (via Calontir). 
 
Emma 
[Badge] No conflicts found. 
 
Eirik 
[Badge] This will be four armory items for her. Her new device was registered in 

September 2001. Her previous device was changed to a badge at that time. 
She has another badge registered, bringing the total currently registered to 
three. 

Also, the comet is not considered in the long skinny counterchange ban. See the 
precedent below. 

 
Precedent of Da’ud, November 1994 LoAR p. 9 
“Steren Codha, Shire of. Device. Per pale azure and argent, two laurel wreaths 

and a shooting star counterchanged. 
[We have left the charge in base blazoned as a "shooting star" because of 

the cant on the Shire's name. The more usual blazon would be a "comet in-
verted".] The comet has sufficient width to keep it from falling under the ban 
on "long skinny charges" counterchanged along their long axis, which was 
meant to apply to charges more like swords and spears and arrows.” 

 
Bryn Gwlad 
[Device]  Since the submitter failed to give any sort of description, we cannot say 

for sure if the line of division under the comet is plain or complex.  That alone 
would be a return per RfS VIII.3. 

 
 
College Action: 
Badge:  forwarded to Laurel. Reblazoned as Per bend sinister argent and pur-
pure, a comet bendwise sinister throughout between two crescents counter-
changed. 
 
 

LAUREL ACCEPTANCES AND RETURNS FOR 
ANSTEORRA FOR JUNE 2002 

 
The following items are excerpted from the Laurel Letter of Acceptances and 
Returns (LoAR) of June 2002, for items on the February 2002 LoI. 
 

ACCEPTANCES 

Almaith ingen Chormaic. Household name House Golden Hunter.  

Díglach úa hAmalgada. Name.  

Submitted as Díglach úa hAmalgaid, the LoI noted that the 
"[o]nly changes allowed [were] those necessary to correct 
grammar for Early Gaelic". The form of the byname 
appropriate for Old Irish (c. 700 to c. 900) or Middle Irish 
(c. 900 to c. 1200) is úa hAmalgada. We have made this 
correction. 

Elin the Timid. Name and device. Quarterly gules and azure, in bend two 
dolphins argent.  

Lucia Ariosto. Name.  

Ralf of Oak Lawn the Oxhandler. Device change. Vert, an oak leaf bendwise 
sinister inverted fructed and in base a bull statant within a bordure argent.  

He has a letter of permission to conflict with Elaina of 
Oaklawn, registered in the Ealdormere acceptances of this 
LoAR, Vert, an oak leaf bendwise sinister inverted fructed 
and in base a county coronet within a bordure argent. 

Please advise the submitter to draw the bull somewhat 
larger. As drawn in the full-sized emblazon the bull is 
clearly a secondary charge (with the leaf primary). This is 
acceptable design, but the bull would be much more 
identifiable if it were a bit larger. More room could be 
made on the field by making the bordure narrower. 

His previous device, Vert, on a bend sinister Or, between 
two oak sprigs argent, a water buffalo's rack azure, is 
released. 
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LAUREL ACCEPTANCES AND RETURNS FOR 
ANSTEORRA FOR JULY 2002 

 
The following items are excerpted from the Laurel Letter of Acceptances and 
Returns (LoAR) of July 2002, for items on the March 2002 LoI. 
 

ACCEPTANCES 

.Alessandra Giovanna dei Medici. Name and device. Sable, on a bezant a 
phoenix sable, a dexter tierce dovetailed Or.  

Listed on the LoI as Alessandra Giovanna de'Medici, this 
name was submitted as Alessandra Giovanna de'  Medici. 
The form de' is an abbreviation for dei. As we do not 
register scribal abbreviations, we have spelled it out. We 
have also added the space in the byname that was included 
on the submission form, but omitted in the LoI. 

The device is clear of conflict with Gwynaeth Math o 
Ddylluan, Sable, a bezant charged with a raven on a 
branch bendwise all sable. There is a CD for adding the 
tierce. The branch and raven are equally-weighted tertiary 
charges, so there is a second CD for changing the type and 
number of tertiary charges. 

Ana María de Cerdanya. Name and device. Purpure, on a pile inverted between 
two crosses of Cerdaña argent a tortoise vert.  

Some commenters asked whether the cross of Cerdaña 
should continue to be allowed in SCA armory, because it is 
an SCA-invented charge without a strong pattern of SCA 
use. The cross of Cerdaña is listed in the Pictorial 
Dictionary as an "SCA invention; it's essentially a square 

Ralf of Oak Lawn the Oxhandler and Elaina of Oaklawn. Joint badge. Vert, 
an oak leaf bendwise sinister inverted fructed within a bordure argent.  

The Letter of Intent did not state that this badge was jointly 
owned by both submitters, which led a number of 
commmenters to ask whether it was necessary for Elaina to 
provide explicit permission for "Ralf's" badge to conflict 
with her device. Since the submission form shows that 
Elaina is a secondary owner of the badge, her permission to 
conflict is implicit. 

This does not conflict with Eva van Oudeachterkol for 
Embla Willsdottir, Vert, an elm leaf in bend sinister 
environed of a cartouche voided argent. An elm leaf is a 
regular "leaf-shaped" leaf with an edge that has miniscule 
indentations (if such indentations were on an ordinary, they 
would be too small to be acceptable style). An oak leaf has 
large distinct lobes. Therefore, there is a CD between an 
oak leaf and an elm leaf and a second CD for changing the 
type of secondary charge from a cartouche voided to a 
bordure. 

Xenos the Butcher. Device. Azure, a camel rampant Or wearing a hat gules and 
maintaining in its mouth a bottle fesswise reversed vert.  

The hat, which is roughly cylindrical and topped with a 
tassel, was originally blazoned as a fez. Commentary 
suggested, but did not clearly prove, that the term fez may 
not have been period for this sort of hat and the tassel on 
such a hat may not be period. Because the basic shape of 
the hat (absent tassel) is found in period costume, and 
because the detail is so small, we are giving the charge the 
benefit of the doubt and blazoning it simply as a hat. 

The hat (which functions as a maintained charge) and the 
maintained bottle both have insufficient contrast with the 
field. This is acceptable for maintained charges, which are 
not worth difference, as long as the charge in question has 
some contrast with the field. 

set on one corner, with a semi-circular notch on each side." 
This description makes the cross sound much less period 
than it appears. The cross of Cerdaña is a minor artistic 
variant of a cross clechy, which is a standard period cross. 
We therefore see no reason to disallow the continued 
registration of this type of cross. 

Anastasia Ciosa dell'Acqua. Name.  

Cara Mondragon. Name.  

Eoghan of Dragonsfire Tor. Holding name and device. Quarterly Or and vert, in 
bend three anvils sable between in bend sinister two pairs of axes in saltire Or.  

The armory was submitted under the name Eoghan mac 
Cinatha, which was returned in March 2002. 

Gerard le Wise. Device. Per chevron inverted sable and gules, a chevron inverted 
Or between an oak leaf and an owl displayed argent.  

Gregory Kildare. Name and device. Azure, a lion Or within a bordure Or semy-
de-lys azure.  

Hans Faust dem herlat. Name change from holding name Hans of Brad Leah.  

Simon Piroska. Name.  

Vigge Jonsson. Name.  

Status of ILoIs 
 
ILoI 2001-10:  combined with ILoI 2001-11. 
ILoI 2001-11:  Commentary 2002-02 Gazette. LoI 2002-02. 
                  Results this Gazette. 
 
ILoI 2001-12:  Commentary 2002-03 Gazette. LoI 2002-03. 
                  Results this Gazette. 
 
ILoI 2002-01:  combined with ILoI 2001-03. 
ILoI 2002-02:  combined with ILoI 2001-03. 
ILoI 2002-03: Commentary 2002-06 Gazette. LoI 2002-05. 
                  Laurel meeting scheduled 9/7/2002. 
 
ILoI 2002-04: Commentary 2002-07 Gazette. LoI 2002-06. 
                  Laurel meeting scheduled 10/5 & 19/2002. 
 
ILoI 2002-05: Commentary 2002-08 Gazette. LoI 2002-07. 
 
ILoI 2002-06: Commentary this Gazette. LoI 2002-08. 
 
ILoI 2002-07: Commentary this Gazette. LoI 2002-09. 
 
ILoI 2002-08: Commentary next Gazette. 
                  Decision meeting scheduled 10/5/2002. 
 
ILoI 2002-09: Comments due Retiarius  10/20/2002. 
                  Decision meeting scheduled  11/2/2002. 
 
ILoI 2002-10: Comments due Retiarius 11/20/2002. 
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

Remember: All submissions are $9 (U.S.) each; $1 per submission is retained by the local group and a group check for $8 per submission is sent to Asterisk with the submis-
sions.  For Name Submissions, 3 copies of the form and documentation are to be sent to Asterisk, 1 copy is to be retained by the branch herald, and 1 copy is given to the sub-
mitter.  For Device/Badge Submissions, send 4 colored and 2 non-colored copies to Asterisk, 1 of each is retained by the branch herald, and 1 of each is given to the submitter.  
All money and all submissions go to Asterisk Herald. 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

ITEM SSENT TO BY 
Submissions Asterisk Branch Heralds ‡ 
Monthly Reports Regional Heralds Branch Heralds* 

Quarterly and End of Reign Reports Star Principal Regional Heralds* 

Award and Honor Report Forms Zodiacus, Sable Scroll Branch Heralds, Royal Herald, and all Heralds  
attending Court 

Internal Commentary Retiarius All Who Comment 

Inquiries about Scribal Matters Regional Scribes, Star Signet All 

Requests for Scrolls to Paint or Painted Scrolls Regional Scribes All 

Donation of Insignia Sable Scroll All 

Correlation of Scrolls Given/Not Given Crown, Sable Scroll Branch Heralds, Royal Herald 

Subscriptions for Ansteorran Gazette Asterisk Private Subscribers 

Change of Name or Contact Info. 
INCLUDING ADDRESS CHANGES 

Obelisk, Star Principal All 

Letters/Articles/Etc. for Gazette Obelisk All 

Resignations and Applications One Level Up All 

Administrative Matters Star Principal Regionals*, All 

Achievement Registrations, Questions Stellar Scroll All 

*These items are requirements of the job.    ‡If you receive these, it is a requirement of your job to send them to Asterisk promptly. 

WHO SENDS WHAT TO WHOM IN ANSTEORRA 


