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Letter from Star Principal Herald 
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15th Deadline for Submissions to 
Asterisk 
 
20th Comments on ILoI of       
Previous Month due to Retiarius 
 
25th Deadline for articles/letters to 
Obelisk 

Decision Meetings 

January 18: 
Round Table (Elfsea) 
 
February 7: 
Candlemas (Bryn Gwlad)  
 
March:  
No ILOI No Meeting 

1-Letter from Star 
2-Status Table 
3-AICC 
18-August 2008 LoAR 

Greetings Ansteorra! 
Happy New Year!  I hope everyone survived the holidays safely and without needing to add too many 

New Year’s resolutions.  This month will see new heirs to the Stellar Throne found at Crown Tournament, held in 
the Barony of Loch Soilleir.  Heralds are always needed for the procession and to herald the field.  Entrants are 
likewise encouraged to employ personal heralds for just such a purpose.  After Crown Tourney, King’s Round 
Table will be held in the Barony of Elfsea.  In addition to the College of Heralds’ Plenary Meeting, there will be a 
Herald’s Warranting Class. 

This month’s focus on heraldic officers covers the rest of the precedence arm and the non-warranted her-
alds of the College of Heralds: 

Zodiacus Herald: Zodiacus maintains the kingdom’s Roll of Precedence, Order of Precence, and other 
precedence-related documents.  Everyone in the kingdom, who has received at least a non-armigerous award, 
should be listed in the OP with the awards they have received.  Zodiacus updates the OP with court reports, which 
are sent to her from events at which court is held. 

Stellar Scroll Pursuivant: Stellar Scroll’s job is the registration of heraldic achievements.  This ties into 
precedence because what individuals are entitled to on their heraldic achievement is directly related to the level of 
precedence they have.  Information on heraldic achievements can be found at http://herald.ansteorra.org/
achievements.php. 

Golden Staff Herald: Golden Staff is the Crown’s voice herald.  This person is chosen by the Crown to 
serve for their reign to ensure that they have a herald for all of their courts, whether they do the job themselves, or 
whether they function to coordinate voice heralds around the kingdom.  This position is not a warranted office. 

Sable Roundel Herald: Sable Roundel is the title granted to Star Principal Herald’s predecessor.  A non-
warranted position, the purpose of which is to serve as a mentor to Star, as well as assist with maintaining conti-
nuity from one Star to another.  The humor associated with this position is that Sable Roundel is herald-speak for 
a black hole…which is what you get when a Star implodes.  Speaking of Star imploding… 

 
It is with mixed emotions that I must announce the office of Star Principal Herald is now open for appli-

cations.  With the change of schedule for Coronation/Crown Tourney/Round Table, I will be stepping down at the 
Round Table held in July 2009.  Applications will be accepted from now until April 1.  My successor will be 
named by mid-April, and we will have a three-month transition period to turn over the office by Round Table.  
Applications are to be sent to Laurel Queen of Arms and Their Majesties Ansteorra, with a copy to Star Principal 
Herald.  Contact information for all parties can be found in the Black Star. 

 
Quae nocent docent. 
Alden, Star 

Back Cover 
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Whom 
Back Cover 
Submission Costs & 
Copies Info  

Monthly Deadlines Contents 
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Court reports are due 
within two weeks of 

an event. 

Status of ILoIs 

ILoI 2008-03: . LoI 2008-05.   
Laurel meeting September 2008. 
 
ILoI 2008-04: LoI 2008-06.   
Laurel meeting October 2008. 
 
ILoI 2008-05; 2008-08 FastTracks:  
LoI 2008-07.  Laurel meeting November 2008. 
 
ILoI 2008-06: LoI 2008-08  
Laurel meeting December 2008. 
 
ILoI 2008-07; 2008-09 FastTracks:   
LoI 2008-09.  Laurel meeting January 2009. 
 
ILoI 2008-08: LoI 2008-10: 
Laurel meeting February 2009. 
 
ILoI 2008-09: LoI 2008-11. 
Decision meeting November 2008. 
 
ILoI 2008-10: LoI 2008-12 
Decision meeting December 2008. 
 
ILoI 2008-11: Comments this Gazette. 
Decision meeting January 2009.  
 
ILoI 2008-12: Comments due Retiarius 01/20 
Decision meeting February 2009. 
 
ILoI 2009-01: No ILoI, No comments due 
02/09, No Decision meeting in March 2009. 
 
ILoI 2009-02: Comments due Retiarius 03/20 
Decision meeting April 2009. 

Open Offices 

Armillary Pursuivant: 
Apply to Tressure Herald & Armillary  

Unto The College of Heralds, 
 
I have had a wonderful time serving the college 
as Obelisk Herald.  I’ve learned more about my-
self doing this job than any other position I’ve 
held within the SCA.  It has been challenging, 
fulfilling, frustrating, entertaining and educa-
tional.  However, my time as the College chroni-
cler comes to a close much sooner than later.  I 
will be stepping down from this position at sum-
mer Round Table.  So, it is with melancholy that I 
announce the opening of my office for applica-
tions.  If you are interested in serving the College 
of Heralds as the chronicler please send your 
application and a copy of your current member-
ship card along with your Texas drivers’ license 
to me and to HL Alden Drake, Star Principal.   
Thank you for allowing me to serve our Stellar 
Kingdom these last two years. 
 
In service to: 
 The Kingdom, the Crown and the Dream, 
Herrin Hedwig von Luneborg,  
Obelisk Herald (out going) 
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Annotated Internal Collated Commentary 200810 
 
Holiday Greetings to the ACoH from HL Estrill Swet, Asterisk Herald. 
 
Below find the results of the decision meeting held at Northkeep’s Winterkingdom event on December 
13, 2008.  
 
In service, 
Estrill Asterisk 
 
------------------------ 
 
Unto the Ansteorran College of Heralds does Lady Katrine la Esclopiera, sends Greetings. 
 

I would like to thank all you who commented this month. The new online commentary system 
for the Ansteorra College of Heralds has, I believe, been a great success. If you are interested in partici-
pating all you need to do is register at this web site: http://hcs.randomcasts.com/.  HCS is a Ruby on 
Rails application written and maintained by Lord Reis ap Tuder of Mooneschadowe 
 
You can still send commentary directly to me at Retiarius@ansteorra.org. 
 
For information on commentary submission formats or to receive a copy of the collated commentary, 
you can contact me at: 
 
Irena Fridenberg 
114 West Husband Court 
Stillwater  OK  74075 
405-788-0042 (before 9:30 pm please) 
Retiarius@ansteorra.org 

Mari ingen Briain meic Donnchada (Rowel) 
Estrill Swet (Asterisk) 
Tostig Logiosophia (Rosenfeld Pursuivant) 
Da’ud ibn Auda (al-Jamal Herald) 
Coblaith Mhuimhneach (Orbis Herald) 
 
 

Emma de Fetherstan 
Gawain of Miskbridge (Green Anchor Herald) 
Magnus 
Donnchadh Beag mac Griogair 
Coenred aet Rauenesdale 
Alasdair MacEogan (Bordure Herald) 
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1. Cael mac Taide. (Wiesenfeuer, Barony of) New Name and Device. 

Per pale azure and argent, a dexter and a sinister hand appaumé counterchanged. 
 
Comment by Mari ingen Briain meic Donnchada (Rowel) on 2008/10/03 10:21:14:  
[NAME] Is the spelling <Taide> in the header a typo for <Taidc>? 
 

Comment by Estrill Swet (Asterisk) on 2008/10/07 10:12:09: 
 

[NAME] Pulling out the forms, the Name registration shows <Taidc> but then looking at 
the armory forms, to me it shows <Taide> (the “d” & second letter, either an “e” or a “c”, 
are written as script, while the rest of the name is printed). So, yes, that header is a typo. 

 
Comment by Tostig Logiosophia (Rosenfeld Pursuivant) on 2008/10/08 11:36:17:  
[DEVICE] Consider the reblazon “Per pale azure and argent, a pair of hands appaumé couped 

counterchanged.” Although the PicDic (2nd ed) has this as the default, it’s not listed in the Con-
ventional SCA Default Postures table. 

 
Seems at least 2 CD’s clear vs “Per fess argent and azure, a dexter gauntlet clenched fesswise and a 

sinister gauntlet clenched fesswise reversed, index fingers pointing, counterchanged.” (Duncan 
Forbes, Device, Feb 1991) with changes to the field, orientation and probably arrangement 
(which I assume is in pale) and posture (clenched finger pointing vs. apaumé). 

 
Comment by Da’ud ibn Auda (al-Jamal Herald) on 2008/10/08 13:13:55:  
[DEVICE] As hands are appaumy and couped by default, I suggest a more concise reblazon: Per 

pale azure and argent, a pair of hands counterchanged. 
 

Comment by Coblaith Mhuimhneach (Orbis Herald) on 2008/11/05 10:36:22: 
[DEVICE] Is a pair of hands thumbs-inward (dexter hand to the dexter side of the device) by 

default? 
 
Starting with that blazon, I wouldn’t be sure whether I should draw the hands as if they were my 

own and I were looking down on them or as if they belonged to someone standing in front 
of me miming, “Stop!” (Of course, I’m not all that experienced with the interpretation of 
blazon.) 

 
Comment by Da’ud ibn Auda (al-Jamal Herald) on 2008/11/05 11:03:05: 
[DEVICE] >Is a pair of hands thumbs-inward (dexter hand to the dexter side of the device) 

by default? 
 
Yes. It works the same way that a “pair of wings” does, with the “underside” of the wing 

showing, dexter wing to dexter, and sinister wing to sinister. 
 
NAME: Forward to Laurel as <Cael mac Taidc>. 
 

DEVICE:Forward and reblazon as “Per pale azure and argent, a pair of hands counter-
changed.” 

 
 
2. Caitrina inghean Mhurchadha. (Elfsea, Barony of) New Device. 

Vert, a rat rampant to sinister and in canton a mullet of eight points argent. 
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Comment by Emma de Fetherstan on 2008/10/02 14:19:10:  
[NAME] Name forwarded as <Caitrina inghean Murchadha> on the August LoI. 
 
Comment by Tostig Logiosophia (Rosenfeld Pursuivant) on 2008/10/08 12:55:59: 
[DEVICE] Nice medieval heraldic balance with simple but identifiable charges. Consider, however, 

the size and placement of the primary charge. It looks like the ears and toes (but not the tail, so it 
can’t be throughout) are abutting the edge of the shield.  
Redrawn, this seems clear. The submitter should be informed “The mouse is a tiny verminous 
beast that gnaws in darkness; it was the medieval symbol of greed and female lasciviousness. 
Heraldically, the category includes the ‘rat’, a larger animal with much the same medieval repu-
tation ...” (PicDic, 2nd ed, ‘Mouse’) -- I didn’t know about the second connotation until I read it. 
 
Comment by Emma de Fetherstan on 2008/11/20 09:00:11:  
[DEVICE] Eh, I can see a tiny sliver of green above the ears. This is borderline, but as a) I don’t 

know of any examples of *beasts* being ‘throughout’, and b) this was a Pennsic submission 
(so they did the art, not the submitter)... 

 
DEVICE: Forward to Laurel. 
 

3. Cherish Otte. (Stargate, Barony of the) New Name and Device.  
Per fess dancetty of three points argent and sable, in chief a lozenge sable, in base a rabbit argent. 

 
Comment by Tostig Logiosophia (Rosenfeld Pursuivant) on 2008/10/08 13:11:48:  

Last edited on 2008/11/16 15:02:09 
[DEVICE] Consider the reblazon “Argent, a lozenge and on a base sable a rabbit couchant ar-
gent.” There is no listed SCA default posture for a rabbit. The line of division seems too low to 
be a true per fess, and seems to divide the field into roughly 2/3 argent and 1/3 sable. The trick 
lines aren’t visible in the emblazon, but the chiefmost points of the division seem to be where 
they should be.  
 
“Elizabeth Seale. Device. Azure, a lion couchant argent, on a chief dovetailed gules two wolf's 
heads erased argent.  
“This device is returned for a redraw. As drawn, it blurs the distinction between a field with a 
chief and a per fess field. If this is a field with a chief, the design violates our requirements for 
contrast by having a colored chief on a colored field. As a per fess field division, the line is too 
high: the bottom of the dovetails is at the per fess line and thus this is not a per fess line of divi-
sion. For a per fess line of division, the per fess line (as indicated by the tick marks on the form) 
should clearly fall between the top and bottom of the dovetails.” (LoAR 4/08 Returns - An-
steorra)” 
 
Seems clear versus “Argent, a vol, tips inward, enclosing to chief a lozenge and on a base in-
dented sable, a mullet pierced argent.” (Urien Connor ap Rhys, Device March 1992). I see 2 
CDs for changes to number and half the type of the primary charge(s). I don’t think a base can 
be voided, so I don’t see a 3rd CD for change to type of the tertiary. 
 

Comment by Da’ud ibn Auda (al-Jamal Herald) on 2008/10/08 13:18:58: 
[DEVICE] Per the Glossary of Terms, “Dancetty. Applies only to a two-sided ordinary (such as a 

pale or fess) which zig-zags or “dances” across the field. Indeed, a fess dancetty may be bla-
zoned simply as a dance. Modern non-SCA heraldic treatises define dancetty as a larger version 
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of indented, but period blazons do not make this distinction. See also Indented.” The line of di-
vision here is “Per fess indented ...” 

 
It is also too low on the field, with its upper points meeting the sides of the shield where a plain per 

fess line would be expected to be. It is the center of a complex line of division, a point midway 
between its uppermost and lowermost points, that should lie across the fess line; here, only the 
uppermost points do. 

 
Comment by Gawain of Miskbridge (Green Anchor Herald) on 2008/11/12 11:53:20: 
[DEVICE] As others have pointed out, this is “per fess indented” and is drawn too low. 

 
NAME: Forward to Laurel. 
 
DEVICE: Returned for redraw of the per fess indented. It is too low on the field. 
 

4. Donnchadh Beag mac Griogair. (Namron, Barony of) Resubmitted Device Change. 
Or, a saltire engrailed between four lozenges ployé vert. Name registered 3/05 (via Ansteorra).  
 
Comment by Da’ud ibn Auda (al-Jamal Herald) on 2008/10/08 13:27:10: 
[DEVICE] The device as drawn seems to have a bit of field/object confusion -- is it an Or field with 

an engrailed saltire and lozenges ployé, or is it a vert field with pierced mounts 
(“cinquemounts”?) issuant from chief, base, and the flanks? RfS X.4.d. states, among other 
things, that “Charges may not be used to create abstract or op-art designs, ....” This is pushing 
towards that line, I think. 

 
Comment by Donnchadh Beag mac Griogair on 2008/10/09 21:36:01: 
[DEVICE] Consider similar designs with a saltire and four charges of the same tincture that 

could be considered pierced mounts: 
 

Isabel de Kelsey: The following device associated with this name was registered in January 
of 2001 (via Caid): Or, a saltire between four compass stars azure.  

 
Trimaris, Kingdom of: The following badge associated with this name was registered in 

April of 1998 (via Trimaris): Argent, a saltire between four triskeles azure.  
 
Kenric Bjarnarson: The following device associated with this name was registered in Febru-

ary of 1996 (via the Middle): Vert, a saltire between four escutcheons Or.  
 
Alithea ferch Rhys of Birchum: The following device associated with this name was regis-

tered in January of 1985 (via Caid): Or, a saltire engrailed between four increscents 
purpure.  

 
I stopped looking after these four. 

 
Comment by Da’ud ibn Auda (al-Jamal Herald) on 2008/10/10 07:07:06: 
[DEVICE] Your examples with plain-edged saltires do not really apply; mounts do not look 

like triangles, so there is far less likelihood of visual confusion as to what is the field 
and what are the charges. The fourth example, with a saltire engrailed, is closer, but the 
orientation of the secondary charges makes it more clear than in the submission at hand 
that it is a field with a saltire and four secondary charges. (I would also note that it was 
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registered in 1985, when we were using an entirely different set of Rules for Submis-
sion.)  

 
Now, I will admit that it would be very unlikely to find four mounts in cross issuant from 

the edges of a shield. My point remains, however, that I believe that there is a pretty 
strong potential for visual confusion as to what is the field and what are the charges in 
this submission. 

 
Comment by Magnus on 2008/10/26 15:33:58: 
Last edited on 2008/10/26 16:05:12 
[DEVICE] Saltires with complex lines just look strange from the start. An example the flag of 

Spain “Argent, a saltire raguly gules.” That thing is odd looking when it is flying over our 
Spanish Plaza downtown. 

These have been registered without comment or with nice armory! 
Megen Winterford July of 2003: Azure crusilly fleury, a saltire engrailed argent. 
Bechte Morgenbesser April of 2004: Per saltire engrailed azure and argent, in fess two cush-

ions purpure. 
Galiana de Baiona July of 2004: Azure, a saltire engrailed argent between four rams passant 

Or. 
 
The small lozenge ploye makes it look a bit like op art but there isn’t a strong or overwhelming 

optical illusion effect. The most recent ruling we have on op art is: 
 
[February 2002 LoAR, A-Ansteorra] “Marquet de Hyet. Device. Or, a mascle within a mascle 

throughout sable. This was originally blazoned as Sable vêtu Or, a lozenge within a mascle 
Or. The visual realities of the emblazon are such that it is immediately perceived as a mas-
cle within another, and we have so reblazoned it. There were concerns about “op art” styli-
zation, but this is clearly visible and reproducible as a mascle within another, so it does not 
have visual ambiguity. While it is possible to blazon this in the fashion originally presented 
in the Letter of Intent, blazon ambiguity is not the same problem as visual ambiguity.” 

 
Comment by Tostig Logiosophia (Rosenfeld Pursuivant) on 2008/10/08 13:29:35: 
[DEVICE] Consider the size of the lozenges. They seem small (about the visual weight of tertiary 

charges) and a little off-center. I was able to identify them, but only after reading the proposed 
blazon. No conflicts observed. 

 
DEVICE: Forward to Laurel. 
 

5. Elfsea, Barony of. (Elfsea, Barony of) New Badge.  
Azure, in base two barrulets wavy Or. 
 
Comment by Emma de Fetherstan on 2008/10/02 14:22:10: 
[NAME] This branch name, registered in December of 1982 (via Ansteorra), was updated to Elfsea, 

Barony of in September of 1990 (via Ansteorra). 
 
Comment by Tostig Logiosophia (Rosenfeld Pursuivant) on 2008/10/08 13:48:04: 
Last edited on 2008/10/08 15:47:24 
[BADGE] A complexity of 3 is clear? Nice! Baronial Ensign? 
 
Consider the undulation. The waves of the barrulets are more pronounced in the submitted Elfsea 
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Device (Source: Borek’s Heraldic CD), so the Grandfather Clause will not be available if identi-
fiability is called into question. 

 
Comment by Magnus on 2008/11/10 13:31:31: 
[BADGE] Blazon as: Azure, in base two bars wavy Or. 

 
BADGE: Forward and reblazon as “Azure, in base two bars wavy Or.” 
 

 
6. Elfsea, Barony of. (Elfsea, Barony of) New Badge.  

(Fieldless) Per pale, azure and argent, an escallop inverted counterchanged. 
 
Comment by Emma de Fetherstan on 2008/10/02 14:22:19:  
[NAME] This branch name, registered in December of 1982 (via Ansteorra), was updated to Elfsea, 

Barony of in September of 1990 (via Ansteorra). 
 
Comment by Coenred aet Rauenesdale on 2008/10/02 17:13:10: 
Last edited on 2008/10/02 17:19:24 
[BADGE] I believe the blazon should be (Fieldless) On a tower per pale azure and argent an escal-

lop inverted counterchanged. Looks like the tower got left out. 
 
Comment by Tostig Logiosophia (Rosenfeld Pursuivant) on 2008/10/08 13:59:01:  
[BADGE] Could someone ask Sable Roundel if she can find a tower nearby? One seems to be miss-

ing from the blazon. Consider the reblazon (Fieldless) On a tower per pale azure and argent, an 
escallop inverted counterchanged. 

 
Consider versus (Fieldless) On a tower per pale azure and argent, a dexter gauntlet clenched coun-

terchanged. (Gregor von Münchhausen, Badge, March 1998). Although 2 CD clear for field and 
changes to the tertiary, there may be a visual conflict. 

 
Comment by Magnus on 2008/11/10 13:19:43: 
Last edited on 2008/11/10 13:22:35 
[BADGE] An Elfsea tower vanishing? How careless of the baroness to let that happen. Possibly 

it sank into the swamp or there was subsidence caused by a plague of mice.  
 
There is one CD for fieldless. The second CD has to come from the tertiary. A tower isn’t sim-

ple enough to be voidable so it takes 2 changes. There is a change of type from gauntlet to 
escallop. You can invert the escallop but I don’t think Gregor’s gauntlet clenched can be 
inverted and still maintain identifiability.  

 
[August 2006 LoAR, R-Atenveldt] “Vicana de la Haye. Name and device. Argent, a gauntlet 

inverted aversant sable winged gules grasping a fleur-de-lys fesswise purpure, a bordure 
flory counter-flory gules. This device is returned for lack of identifiability, which violates 
RfS VIII.3. Either inverting the gauntlet or making it aversant would hinder its identifiabil-
ity; doing both makes it extremely difficult to identify the charge. Adding the wings and the 
fleur-de-lys pushes it over the edge and makes the collection as a whole unidentifiable.” 

 
I will have to do a precedent search to see if that will block a second CD. Also note to do a 

precedent search on fieldless items and visual conflicts. Either way it sounds like Laurel will 
enjoy ruling on those issues. 
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Comment by Emma de Fetherstan on 2008/11/20 09:09:16:  
[BADGE] Magnus and I discussed this one on the phone the other day. I agree that there’s a 

clear CD for fieldless, but the second CD from changes to the tertiary isn’t as clear. 
(Can I overuse the word ‘clear’ that way? Anyway...) 

 
I believe that if you change the (registered) gauntlet to an escallop and THEN invert it, that 

gives you the required two changes to form a CD. Even though Magnus argues that 
counting it the other way would run into a problem -- a gauntlet is pushing identifiabil-
ity and so may not be registerable -- I believe that just because an inverted gauntlet may 
not be registerable doesn’t have any bearing over whether or not its orientation can be 
changed in the first place. 

 
I’d send it up to Laurel for the final decision, unless Sable Roundel doesn’t care to be a test 

case. :) 
 

Comment by Tostig Logiosophia (Rosenfeld Pursuivant) on 2008/11/20 14:55:20: 
Last edited on 2008/11/20 17:56:30 
[BADGE] Concur with Emma’s statement “... just because (an inverted gauntlet) may 

not be registerable doesn’t have any bearing over whether or not its orientation can 
be changed in the first place.” I believe there’s a distinction between can’t and 
shouldn’t. An inverted or reversed roundel still looks like a roundel – that’s can’t. A 
charge placed over a complex line of division obscures identifiability – that’s 
shouldn’t. 

 
BADGE: Forward to Laurel and let them make the final decision on the gauntlet/scallop. 

Reblazon as “(Fieldless) On a tower per pale azure and argent, an escallop inverted 
counterchanged.” 

 
7. Elfsea, Barony of. (Elfsea, Barony of) New Badge.  

(Fieldless) Per pale, argent and azure, an escallop inverted counterchanged. 
 
Comment by Emma de Fetherstan on 2008/10/02 14:22:28:  
[NAME] This branch name, registered in December of 1982 (via Ansteorra), was updated to Elfsea, 

Barony of in September of 1990 (via Ansteorra). 
 
Comment by Coenred aet Rauenesdale on 2008/10/02 17:13:40: 
[BADGE] See above. Again no tower in the blazon. 
 
Comment by Tostig Logiosophia (Rosenfeld Pursuivant) on 2008/10/08 14:03:51: 
Last edited on 2008/10/09 12:08:27 
[BADGE] Uh, Sable Roundel? Better make that a castle or a bridge. A second tower seems to be 

missing from a blazon. Consider the reblazon (Fieldless) On a tower per pale argent and azure, 
an escallop inverted counterchanged. 

 
No conflicts observed. 
 

Comment by Tostig Logiosophia (Rosenfeld Pursuivant) on 2008/11/05 17:33:58: 
Last edited on 2008/11/05 17:35:18 
[BADGE] Found one of the towers. It’s disguised as a crescent in ILoI 11/08 #7. Uh, the sub-
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mission is from Rosenfeld. Sorry about that. 
 

BADGE: Forward to Laurel as “(Fieldless) On a tower per pale argent and azure, an es-
callop inverted counterchanged.” 

 
8. Elspeth de Stervlen. (Elfsea, Barony of) Resubmitted Device.  

Purpure, six cinquefoils Or. Name registered 1/07 (via Ansteorra). 
 
Comment by Emma de Fetherstan on 2008/10/02 14:23:22: 
[DEVICE] Original submission was returned in 9/06 by kingdom. 
 
Comment by Tostig Logiosophia (Rosenfeld Pursuivant) on 2008/10/08 14:48:19:  
[DEVICE] With changes to field and arrangement, I see 2 CD’s versus (Fieldless) A rose Or, 

barbed and seeded proper, between in mullet five rosebuds Or, barbed vert, (Elinor Aurora of 
Rosewood, Badge, March 1981); (Tinctureless) A wreath of roses, (Society for Creative Anach-
ronism, Regalia for the Order of the Rose, October 1998) and Azure, six roses, two, two and two, 
Or, (Micheline Elphinstone, Device, October 1999).  

 
Consider versus Azure semy of cinquefoils Or (Khevron Oktavii Tikhikovich Vorotnikov, Badge, 

October of 2005 (via the West). I see 1 CD for change to the field. This meets the conditions of 
“Blanket permission to conflict with badge with one CD granted 0510W”. 

 
DEVICE: Forward to Laurel. 
 

9. Mairi Berwyk. (Elfsea, Barony of) New Name Change. 
Branwen Nimblefingers registered 5/94 via the East. 

 
Comment by Mari ingen Briain meic Donnchada (Rowel) on 2008/10/03 10:22:53: 
[NAME] A detail: the lingual mix is not Anglicized Irish and Scots – it’s Gaelic and Scots since the 

record for <Mairi a Burc> is in Gaelic. 
 
Still registerable with one SFPP, though. 
 

Comment by Magnus on 2008/10/30 21:02:35: 
Last edited on 2008/11/10 09:49:39 
[NAME] It is close to the sound but clear of Mariot de Berwic May of 2004 (via the East). 

 
Comment by Mari ingen Briain meic Donnchada (Rowel) on 2008/10/27 12:22:00: 
[NAME] A detail:  
 
On the documentation for the given name, the summarization should be reworded to, “... <Mairi a 

Burc> (who died in 1435) appears in a record for the year 1419.” 
 
This change is because the record itself does not date to 1419, rather the surviving copy of that set of 

annals dates to the late 16th C or later (I’d have to look it up to check what date exactly).  
 
So, what the annals entry tells us is that a woman with a name something like <Mairi a Burc> lived 

in the year 1419 (a different entry tells us she died in 1435). 
 
Not all spellings found in the annals are really plausible forms. Many are a mishmash of non-
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nominative forms, transcription errors, partially updated forms during copying, unusual spelling 
by a scribe, or one or more of any number of other issues.  

 
So, when using my “Index of Names in Irish Annals” article, it is best to use the standardized forms 

for submitters.  
 
In this case, I believe <Mairi> should be fine. It’s some sort of rendering in Gaelic of the Anglo-

Norman name <Mary>/<Marie>; the Gaelic form of which stabilized as <M&aacute;ire>. It’s 
only one letter off the Gaelic form. The name is in the nominative case in the annals entry (so 
this isn’t a genitive issue). We’ve got the other example of <Mari> in the 1435 entry to show the 
-i variant (so it’s not a single case). I remember seeing another AN name rendered with a -i on 
the end but I don’t remember which offhand. It may be in notes I have at home. 

 
NAME: Forward to Laurel. 
 

10. Robert Otte. (Stargate, Barony of the) New Name and Device. 
Per fess dancetty of three points argent and sable, in chief a lozenge sable, in base a tiger couchant 
sinister argent. 
 

Comment by Tostig Logiosophia (Rosenfeld Pursuivant) on 2008/10/08 13:19:33: 
Last edited on 2008/11/16 15:08:03 
[DEVICE] Consider the reblazon Argent, a lozenge and on a base indented sable a natural tiger 

couchant contourney argent marked sable. A heraldic tyger is a monster. This is a beast. The 
line of division seems too low to be a true per fess, and seems to divide the field into roughly 2/3 
argent and 1/3 sable. The trick lines aren’t visible in the emblazon, but the chiefmost points of 
the division seem to be where they should be.  

 
“Elizabeth Seale. Device. Azure, a lion couchant argent, on a chief dovetailed gules two wolf’s 

heads erased argent.  
“This device is returned for a redraw. As drawn, it blurs the distinction between a field with a chief 

and a per fess field. If this is a field with a chief, the design violates our requirements for con-
trast by having a colored chief on a colored field. As a per fess field division, the line is too 
high: the bottom of the dovetails is at the per fess line and thus this is not a per fess line of divi-
sion. For a per fess line of division, the per fess line (as indicated by the tick marks on the form) 
should clearly fall between the top and bottom of the dovetails. (LoAR 4/08 Returns - An-
steorra)” 

 
Seems clear versus Argent, a vol, tips inward, enclosing to chief a lozenge and on a base indented 

sable, a mullet pierced argent. (Urien Connor ap Rhys, Device March 1992). I see 2 CDs for 
changes to number and half the type of the primary charge(s). I don’t think a base can be voided, 
so I don’t see a 3rd CD for change to type of the tertiary. 

 
Consider the identifiability of the natural tiger. The stripes do not seem to cover enough of the body. 

Further, they have the same tincture as the field. 
 
Comment by Da’ud ibn Auda (al-Jamal Herald) on 2008/10/08 13:29:18: 
[DEVICE] Per the Glossary of Terms, “Dancetty. Applies only to a two-sided ordinary (such as a 

pale or fess) which zig-zags or “dances” across the field. Indeed, a fess dancetty may be bla-
zoned simply as a dance. Modern non-SCA heraldic treatises define dancetty as a larger version 
of indented, but period blazons do not make this distinction. See also Indented.” The line of di-
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vision here is “Per fess indented ...”. 
 
It is also too low on the field, with its upper points meeting the sides of the shield where a plain per 

fess line would be expected to be. It is the center of a complex line of division, a point midway 
between its uppermost and lowermost points, that should lie across the fess line; here, only the 
uppermost points do. 

 
Comment by Magnus on 2008/10/29 16:25:26: 
Last edited on 2008/10/29 20:40:36 
[NAME] No conflicts found through current submissions. 
[DEVICE] I concur with the others. The field division is too low. The tiger is halfway between a 

natural tiger and an heraldic tyger. It lacks the classic stripes of a natural tiger. I don’t believe 
the sable markings on the tiger with a sable background are a problem if drawn correctly. 

Laurel agreed: [October 2007 LoAR, A-Atenveldt] “Brian the Pious. Name and device. Sable, a 
natural tiger rampant Or marked sable and a bordure wavy Or semy of annulets sable. 

No conflicts found. 
 
Comment by Gawain of Miskbridge (Green Anchor Herald) on 2008/11/12 11:54:03: 
[DEVICE] As others have pointed out, this is “per fess indented” and is drawn too low. 

 
NAME: Forward to Laurel. 
 
DEVICE: Return for redraw of the per fess indented being too low. The tiger needs a redraw 

also. 
 

11. Rose the Obnoxious. (Eldern Hills, Barony of the) New Name and Device. 
Azure, a martlet above three chevronals braced, argent. 
 

Comment by Mari ingen Briain meic Donnchada (Rowel) on 2008/10/03 10:46:31: 
[NAME] I suspect the byname is going to have problems. For comparison, see the precedents at:  
 
http://heraldry.sca.org/heraldry/laurel/precedents/CompiledNamePrecedents/

DescriptiveEpithetBynames.html#Abstract 
 
Returns there include:  

[Hannibal the Oblivious, 12/2003, R-Calontir]  
[Marcella the Unknown, 03/2003, R-Calontir]  
[Niobe the Forgetful, 05/2002, R-Atlantia] 

 
I haven’t finished updating the compiled name precedents yet, but I remember seeing other returns 

in the last couple of years. 
Here’s Hannibal's return for comparison: 

“Over the last few years, there have been several rulings regarding abstract descriptive by-
names, including: 
 

[returning the nickname the Arronious] Period nicknames tend to be straightforward 
and to use common words: Thynnewyt “thin [of] wit, stupid”, le Wis “the wise”, 
Badinteheved “bad in the head”, le Wilfulle, le Proude “the proud”, le Hardy “the 
courageous”, le Sour, le Cursede, le Deuyle “the devil”, Blaksoule “black-soul”. The 
learned erroneous simply doesn’t belong in this company. Although the adjective in 
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question is not a past participle, we do not consider this case to be significantly dif-
ferent from those of Adam the Unexpected (East, returned 2/96) and Deirdre the Dis-
tracted (Ansteorra, returned 4/94), whose bynames were returned partly for being too 
abstract. Similarly, erroneous is too far from the common tongue to be at all believ-
able as a period byname. (Aurelius the Arronious of Bikeleswade, 10/96 p. 8) 

 
 

Given this ruling, the byname the Oblivious is unregisterable if oblivious is “too far from 
the common tongue to be at all believable as a period byname”. The only documentation 
provided for the byname the Oblivious in the LoI was: 
 

Oblivious - Online Etymology Dictionary at www.geocities.com/etymonline/
o1etym.htm states: oblivion - late 14c, from L. oblivionem (nom. oblivio) 
“forgetfulness,” from oblivisci “forget” originally “evenout, smooth over,” from ob 
“over” + root of levis “smooth.” Oblivious is c. 1450, from L. Obliviosus “forgetful,” 
from oblivio. It has lost its original sense, however, and now means simply 
“unaware.” 

 
While this information demonstrates that oblivious was a word in period, it does not ad-
dress the issue of whether this term was in regular use in the common tongue. Oblivious is 
an abstract term of the same type as forgetful, erroneous, et cetera, which have been ruled 
to be “too far from the common tongue to be at all believable as a period byname”. Lack-
ing evidence that oblivious was a common term applied to people in period, this byname is 
not registerable. [Hannibal the Oblivious, 12/2003, R-Calontir] 

 
Comment by Alasdair MacEogan (Bordure Herald) on 2008/10/10 06:30:11:  
[NAME] I guess I am confused as to what makes this an “abstract descriptive byname” so that it 

is not registerable. I do not see it more abstract that say Elin the Timid (LoAR 02/2002, A-
Ansteorra). 

 
Where is the line drawn between the acceptable and un-acceptable. I would love to get my hands 

on the commentary for Elin’s name at Laurel, but I do not have it in the Bordure files. 
 
It just seems very ambiguous in its application to me. 

 
Comment by Magnus on 2008/10/27 10:38:20:  
Last edited on 2008/10/29 01:47:04 
[NAME] If memory serves “the Timid” was a late period import to England of an earlier 

French descriptive byname. All we had to do was document in France and use the lin-
gua anglica rule to translate it into English. 

 
Comment by Da’ud ibn Auda (al-Jamal Herald) on 2008/10/08 13:32:26: 
[DEVICE] The word “above” is ambiguous, and should have no place in heraldry, which aims for 

clarity in its conciseness. The Glossary of Terms notes: “Above. An ambiguous term which 
should be avoided in blazon. Generally, two charges one of which is “above” the other on the 
field can be blazoned as in pale or an X and in chief a Y. See also Atop.” 

 
In this case, the chevrons, even though issuant from base, as ordinaries are probably the primary 

charges. Blazon fu: Azure, three chevronels braced and in chief a martlet argent. 
 



 

 14 

Comment by Magnus on 2008/10/25 14:35:39: 
Last edited on 2008/11/17 22:49:38 
[NAME] Hanks & Hodges should NEVER be cited in a submission. 
From the Administrative Handbook Appendix F - Names Sources to Be Avoided in Documentation  
http://heraldry.sca.org/heraldry/laurel/admin.html#APPENDIX_F 
“Hanks and Hodges, Dictionary of Surnames Very few of the entries have dates of any kind. There 

are many modern forms included in the entries. There are even, as there are in many general 
works of this kind, some errors, sometimes quite glaring.” (LoAR Nov 1994, p. 20) 

 
Pelican’s rulings are subjective in the abstract name area. We have registered Obstreperous. 
[May 2000 LoAR, A-Ansteorra] “Neassa the Obstreperous. As Brachet put it, the byname is in the 

class, which while unlikely in history, is functionally similar to many earlier period bynames.” 
 
The ones Rowel listed were returned. It is a boundary line in registration that moves back and forth 

over time. The best approach is to get a complete word history from the OED with dates. Look 
for a simple meaning for the word that would be a byname. Another consideration is how old 
the word is and does its wider usage date back to the era of truly descriptive bynames (before 
inherited surnames). It would be nice if we had a study of names of children of learned people in 
the society (like university educated). 

 
We have registered Obnoxious but it had a different simpler meaning in period. 
 
[August 1986 LoAR, A-Atenveldt] “Grimric the Obnoxious. NOTE: The period definition of obnox-

ious, according to the OED, carries the meaning of “submissive, obsequious, or deferential.” 
The earliest citation given for the current meaning is 1675. The name is still acceptable, the at-
tribute is certainly period but you might want to advise the submitter.” 

 
Reaney and Wilson under Grace has John Gracemauuais from 1247 “the ungracious”. 
Under Sorrowless has John Sorowles from 1379 ‘unconcerned’. 
Bardsley page 679 under Severe, nickname ‘the severe’, i.e the grave, the austere in manner and de-

meanour. John le Severe from 1273. 
 
It isn’t in the Middle English Dictionary, which is not promising. The earliest entry for obnoxious in 

the OED is 1581 and that is from a translation of Tacitus histories. It looks like this is an end of 
period descriptive that didn’t enter the language until after surnames became inherited. It could-
n’t have been adopted as a descriptive byname because it wasn’t around early enough. That is 
where the returns Rowel mentioned take effect. 

 
[DEVICE] This shade of azure looks very different from the other azure devices. It looks like it was 

done with colored pencil. 
 
Conflict with: Odile Davignon July of 2004: Azure, in pale a lotus blossom in profile and three 

chevronels braced argent. One CD for type change from lotus blossom to martlet. 
 

Comment by Gawain of Miskbridge (Green Anchor Herald) on 2008/10/27 05:48:03: 
[NAME] Responding to Magnus’ observation that H&H citations are not adequate documenta-

tion, I see that Withycombe’s entry for “Rose” has a citation with this spelling from 1316. 
 

Comment by Tostig Logiosophia (Rosenfeld Pursuivant) on 2008/11/13 12:40:27: 
[DEVICE] I’m inclined to agree with Magnus’ implicit reblazon of Azure, in pale a martlet and 



 

 15 

three chevronels braced argent rather than the reblazon of Azure, three chevronels braced 
and in chief a martlet argent by al-Jamal and Green Anchor Heralds. To me, the martlet has 
the impact of a primary rather than a secondary charge. Can a copy of Odile’s submission be 
found for confirmation? 

 
Comment by Magnus on 2008/11/13 13:40:57: 
[DEVICE] Normally a central ordinary would grab the primary charge space and not let go. 

Here, we have multiple small ordinaries and a martlet as big as they are. Add to this the 
rather odd blazon of Odile’s device. If they turn out to be clear I would be very happy 
for Rose’s good fortune. Visual conflict is still a possible problem. 

 
Comment by Gawain of Miskbridge (Green Anchor Herald) on 2008/11/12 12:06:05:  
[NAME] Reaney’s OES has a few epithets with somewhat similar meanings to the modern sense of 

obnoxious: “Thewless, Thewlis: “ill-mannered, destitute of morals, vicious”, “Geake, Jeeks, 
Jex”: “fool, simpleton”, “Bismire”: “shame, disgrace”, and some self-evident ones like 
“Petitcurtis”, “le Wilfulle”, “Snob”, “Snivel”. All these are in his chapter on “Nicknames from 
Mental and Moral Characteristics”. According to the OED, there are several meanings in period 
which are very different, “exposed to actual (or potential) harm”, “liable to punishment or cen-
sure; guilty, blameworthy, reprehensible”, and “subject to the rule, power, or authority of an-
other; answerable, amenable (to some authority); dependent, subject; hence, submissive, obse-
quious, deferential”. If it’s one of these period meanings she’s looking for, there are doubtless 
more good period epithets that would be appropriate. The client should be consulted as to her 
actual intent here.  

 
[DEVICE] I agree that ordinaries are normally the primary charge(s) and would blazon this as Az-

ure, three chevronels braced and in chief a martlet argent. 
 
NAME: Forward to Laurel. 
 
DEVICE: Forward to Laurel and reblazon as “Azure, three chevronels braced and in chief a 

martlet argent.” 
 

12. Simone Valery La Rousse. (Stargate, Barony of) New Device).  
Per bend wavy argent and gules, an escarbuncle sable and an escallop inverted argent. Name regis-
tered 8/99 (via Ansteorra). 
 
Comment by Emma de Fetherstan on 2008/10/07 10:22:41:  
Last edited on 2008/10/25 14:21:42 
[DEVICE] This should actually be marked as a device resubmission. Original submission, Sable, on 

a saltire voided argent a rose proper was returned by kingdom in April 1999 for conflict. Obvi-
ously this is a complete redesign. 

 
Comment by Tostig Logiosophia (Rosenfeld Pursuivant) on 2008/10/08 15:58:59:  
[DEVICE] Since the escallop shares the same tincture with half the field, “in bend sinister” is the 

default arrangement and need not be specifically blazoned. No conflicts observed. 
 
Comment by Magnus on 2008/10/25 22:48:37:  
[DEVICE] No conflicts found through current submissions. Very nice armory. 

 
DEVICE: Forward to Laurel. 
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13. Viviana Ammary Rowntree. (Steppes, Barony of) Resubmitted Badge.  

Argent, a dragonfly with three lotus blossoms in chief purpure. Name registered 8/07 (via An-
steorra).  
 
Comment by Da’ud ibn Auda (al-Jamal Herald) on 2008/10/08 13:33:45: 
[BADGE] The term “with” as used here is ambiguous. Blazon fu: Argent, a dragonfly and in chief 

three lotus blossoms in profile purpure. 
 
Comment by Tostig Logiosophia (Rosenfeld Pursuivant) on 2008/10/08 16:05:57:  
[BADGE] Concur with al-Jamals proposed reblazon Argent, a dragonfly and in chief three lotus 

blossoms in profile purpure. No conflicts obsereved. 
 
Comment by Gawain of Miskbridge (Green Anchor Herald) on 2008/11/12 12:07:33:  
[BADGE] What they said. 

 
BADGE: Forward as “Argent, a dragonfly and in chief three lotus blossoms in profile pur-

pure.” 
 

14. Uillecc Dub Mac Uillecc. (Unknown) New Name.  
 

Comment by Tostig Logiosophia (Rosenfeld Pursuivant) on 2008/10/08 13:31:35: 
[NAME] Administrative Note: Uillecc is the Rapier Marshal for The Steppes. 
 
Comment by Alasdair MacEogan (Bordure Herald) on 2008/10/09 07:42:31: 
[NAME] I am concerned that the Uillecc part of Mac Uillecc should be in the genitive form. Unfor-

tunately with the resources at my disposal I am currently unable to find what the genitive form 
would actually be. 

 
Comment by Magnus on 2008/10/25 20:15:54:  
Last edited on 2008/10/25 20:47:32 
[NAME] O Corrain & Maguire, Irish Names, page 175 header Uilliam - Uillec in Ireland by the 

early 14th Century. 
 
Index of Names in Irish Annals: Uilliam by Mari Elspeth nic Bryan 
http://www.medievalscotland.org/kmo/AnnalsIndex/Masculine/Uilliam.shtml 
Early Modern Irish Gaelic (c1200-c1700) nominative form: Uilliam  
Early Modern Irish Gaelic (c1200-c1700) genitive form: Uilliam  
Years: 1302, 1312, 1322, 1324, 1447, 1461, 1464, 1466, 1473, 1476, 1488, 1496, 1504, 1512, 1516, 

1573, 1577  
 
Index of Names in Irish Annals: Descriptive Bynames: Dub / Dubh by Mari Elspeth nic Bryan  
http://www.medievalscotland.org/kmo/AnnalsIndex/DescriptiveBynames/Dub.shtml 
 
Early Modern Irish Gaelic (c1200-c1700) nominative form: Dubh 
Years: 1342, 1343, 1365, 1406, 1407, 1408, 1411, 1416, 1426, 1448, 1482, 1497, 1516, 1524, 1542, 

1561, 1566, 1582, 1585, 1589, 1590  
1542.17 Mac Aodho h. Neill .i. Fedlim Dubh, ant enmac do mair ac Aodh Mergec [“The son of Aed 

O Neill, namely Feidlim Dub, the only one living of the sons of Aed Meirgech”]  
 
CELT Annals of the Four Masters part 3  
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M1520.4 Mac Uilliam Cloinne Riocaird .i. Uillecc mac Uillicc d’écc.  
M1522.2 Uillec mac Uillic an Fhíona,  
 
CELT Annals of Loch Cé A.D.1014-1590 part 7  
LC1481.5 Slaine ingen Uí Briain, ben mic  
17] Uilliam Clainni Ricaird, .i. Uilleg Ruad mic Uillec in  
18] Finae, .i. feithem coitcend do dámhaib ocus do  
19] deoradhaib Erenn, dh’ec.  
 
Uillecc Dubh mac Uillecc or Uillecc Dubh mac Uillicc both should be supported in the early 1500s. 

No conflicts found through current submissions. 
 
Comment by Mari ingen Briain meic Donnchada (Rowel) on 2008/10/27 12:25:28: 
[NAME] Hmmm... I guess I should go finish the “in progress” <Uillecc> page I have for the annals 

index. *grin* 
 

NAME: Forward as <Uillecc Dubh mac Uillecc>. 
 

 
In Service, 
Lady Katrine la Esclopiera 
End. 
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August 2008 LoAR  
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS HAVE BEEN REGISTERED: 

ANSTEORRA 

Eoin Wythirspon. Name.  
This combines Gaelic and Scots in the same name; this is one step from period practice. 

Helene Dalassene. Name and device. Ermine, a talbot's head erased sable collared Or and in chief three roses proper.  
Submitted as Helena Dalassene, this used both a and e to transliterate the Greek letter eta. The use of a to transliterate 
eta is nonstandard. We have changed the name to Helene Dalassene so that it uses a consistent and standard translit-
eration system throughout. 
Please advise the submitter that the ermine spots should be fewer and larger. 

Ioannes Dalassenos. Name and device. Per pale gules and Or, a double-headed eagle counterchanged and on a chief argent 
three castles gules.  

Ulrich von Brixen. Name.  

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS HAVE BEEN RETURNED FOR FURTHER WORK: 

ANSTEORRA 

Rhieinwylydd Dryslwyn. Name and device. Azure, a panther rampant guardant argent spotted sable incensed proper and on a 
chief argent three caltrops sable.  

Rhieinwylydd is the standardized modern form of the name of the mother of Saint Iltud (or Illtud or Illtyd) who lived 
in the late 5th/early 6th C; in a 12th C Latin-language life of that saint, the name is recorded as Rieingulid. The saint's 
mother is the only person with this name that we have found. As such, it would only be registerable in a form appro-
priate for the 5th-6th C; neither Rieingulid nor Rhieinwylydd is such a form. Lacking evidence that the name was used 
in the 12th C, Rieingulid is not registerable, and lacking evidence that Rhieinwylydd was used at all before modern 
times, that form is not registerable. We cannot change the name to a form appropriate for 5th-6th C because we do not 
have information on what that form would be. 
The flames of the panther are not proper, they are gules fimbriated Or. This has been cause for return since April 
1995. Please see that month's Cover Letter for further details on the correct depiction of flames proper. 
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