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Ansteorran Heraldry Website        Ansteorran Scribal Website 
http://heraldry.ansteorra.org/                          http://scribe.ansteorra.org/ 

15th Deadline for Submissions to 
Asterisk 
 
20th Comments on ILoI of       Previ-
ous Month due to Retiarius 
 
25th Deadline for articles/letters to 
Obelisk 

Decision Meetings 

March: NONE 
 
April:  TBD 
 
May: TBD  

1-Letter from Star 
2-Status Table 
3- AICC 
22 -ILoI 
23- LoAR 
 
 

Greetings!  
     Firstly, a few notes about upcoming open offices:  
     Sable Crane Pursuivant is the office in charge of heraldic achievements. Applications are due by March 31, to myself 
with copies to the current Sable Crane and to Zodiacus Herald.  
     Orbis Herald is the southern regional herald. Applications are due by April 30, to myself with a copy to the current Orbis 
Herald.  
     Secondly, if you are going to Gulf Wars, please try to spend at least one day at the consultation table at Herald’s Point. 
It’s a spiffy way to get volunteer points, and the help can always be used!  Not only book heralds can find work, but drawing 
skills are much desired, and there’s generally always room for at least one or two good organizers just to help keep things 
flowing well. Voice heralds can also find plenty of work at the War; even if you’re inexperienced, stick your hand in the 
air!    
     And lastly, the bulk of this letter:    
     The first issue of the Ansteorran Gazette débuted in January 1990. Its stated purpose then (if I may quote from then-Star 
Tadhg Liath of Duncairn) was in consolidating “three standard things going out each month (Internal Letter of Intent, Inter-
nal Letter of Acceptances and Returns, and External Letter of Acceptances and Returns)” into one physical mailing, as well 
as being “a forum for communicating with the Officers of Arms in Ansteorra concerning topics that didn’t comfortably fit in 
one of the above three standard categories.”  The “three standard things” haven’t changed at all in the intervening years, 
although we now include the internal commentary along with the internal decisions as the AICC.   
     Now, twenty years later, the College has moved away from a purely physical mailing method of exchanging information 
and to the largely (if not purely) electronic. The ILoI and AICC are available on our website, the full LoAR is available on 
the SCA’s website, and we make available our LoI as well. Submissions tracking, the OP, report forms of all kinds, the ad-
ministrative handbook at Kingdom as well as Society level, articles and documents and tidbits of useful information – all are 
available online. We even have a well-used mailing list for informal discussion.  
     Which brings us to questions about the fate of the Ansteorran Gazette itself.  I would like to hear everyone’s opinion on 
the following, and will be sending a copy of this letter to the heralds mailing list soon. Opinions can be done as public re-
plies there, or private email or letters, or even (gasp) a phone call. My contact information is in the Black Star, and I do not 
want to disenfranchise anyone that may only be getting their news from the AG as opposed to the mailing list.  
     Is the Ansteorran Gazette in its current form still needed? How many people still receive and prefer the printed ver-
sion?  Could it be replaced by a monthly “official” email, direct or to a mailing list? If so, would such a mail simply be a 
collection of links and a few notes, or a full set of documents?  Should we have an official “announcements” mailing list, in 
addition to the informal discussion mailing list?   
     I look forward to all of your thoughts and opinions regarding this issue.  
In service,  
Emma de Fetherstan 
Star Principal Herald 

Back Cover 
Who Sends What To 
Whom 
Back Cover 
Submission Costs & 
Copies Info  

Monthly Deadlines Contents 
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Court reports are due 
within two weeks of 

an event. 

Status of ILoIs 

STATUS OF ILoIs - March 
  
ILoI 2009-06: Commentary 2009-09.  
LoI 2009-08. Laurel meeting Dec. 
  
ILoI 2009-07: Commentary 2009-10.  
LoI 2009-09. Laurel meeting Jan. 
  
ILoI 2009-08: Commentary 2009-11.  
LoI 2009-10. Laurel meeting Feb.  
  
ILoI 2009-09: Commentary 2009-12.  
Lol 2009-11. Laurel meeting Mar.  
  
ILoI 2009-10: Commentary 2010-01.  
LoI 2009-12. Laurel meeting Apr.  
  
ILoI 2009-11: Commentary 2010-02. LoI 2010-
01. Laurel meeting May. 
 
ILoI 2009-12: Comments this Gazette. 
 
ILoI 2010-1:  Commends due next Gazette. De-
cision meeting Feb.  
 
ILoI 2010-2: Comments due to Retaruius 
2/20/10. Decision meeting Apr. 
 
ILoI 2010-3: Comments due to Retarius 
3/20/10. Decision meeting May. 

Open Offices 

Armillary Pursuivant: 
Apply to Tressure Herald as well as Star. 
Sigillarius 
Apply to Obelisk Herald as well as Star.  
Asterisk  
Apply to Star.  

Greetings, 
 
It’s March! The season of Her-
aldry, coming in like an Ansteor-
ran lion… rampant!  
 
The Sigillarius office is still 
open and taking applications. 
This is our web-minister for the 
College of Heralds.  Please apply 
if you are interested!  
 
With joy in service,  
Lillias 
Obelisk  
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Annotated Internal Collated Commentary  (AICC) 
 
Please find herein the results of the decision meeting for the December ILoI held on February 21, 2010. 
 
Alasdair, Bordure 
 
Unto the Ansteorran College of Heralds does Lady Katrine la Esclopiera, sends Greetings. 
 
I would like to thank all you who commented this month. The new online commentary system for the Ansteorra 
College of Heralds has, I believe, been a great success. If you are interested in participating all you need to do is 
register at this web site http://ace.heraldry.ansteorra.org.  ACE is a Ruby on Rails application written and main-
tained by Lord Reis ap Tuder of Mooneschadowe 
 
You can still send commentary directly to me at Retiarius@ansteorra.org. 
 
For information on commentary submission formats or to receive a copy of the collated commentary, you can con-
tact me at: 
 
Irena Fridenberg 
114 West Husband Court 
Stillwater  OK  74075 
405-788-0042 (before 9:30 pm please) 
Retiarius@ansteorra.org 
 

 
Alasdair MacEogan (Bordure) 
Coblaith Muimnech (Orbis Herald) 
Da'ud ibn Auda (al-Jamal Herald) 
Daniel de Lincoln 
Emma de Fetherstan (Star) 
Gawain of Miskbridge (Green Anchor Herald) 
Ioannes Dalassenos 
Kevin Keary 
Magnus 
Mari ingen Briain meic Donnchada (Rowel) 
Tostig Logiosophia 
 
 
 
1. Aoife inghean Tuathal. (Eldern Hills, Barony of the) New Name and Device.  
Per pale argent and sable, two feathers in saltire counterchanged. 
Comment by Magnus on 2009/12/04 14:29:29:  
Last edited on 2009/12/05 13:25:45 
[Name] No conflicts found. An 'L' was left off the end of the URL addresses.  
 
Index of Names in Irish Annals: Aífe / Aoife  
by Mari Elspeth nic Bryan  
Feminine Given Names: Aífe / Aoife  
http://www.medievalscotland.org/kmo/AnnalsIndex/Feminine/Aife.shtml  
Early Modern Irish Gaelic (c1200-c1700) form: Aoife  
Found in Years: 1166-1173, 1227  
 

Commenters for this issue: 
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Index of Names in Irish Annals: Tuathal  
by Mari Elspeth nic Bryan  
Masculine Given Names: Tuathal  
http://www.medievalscotland.org/kmo/AnnalsIndex/Masculine/Tuathal.shtml  
Early Modern Irish Gaelic (c1200-c1700) genitive form: Tuathail  
Found in Years: 1225, 1235, 1247, 1251, 1289, 1292, 1293, 1360, 1361, 1413, 1450, 1512, 1531, 1541  
 
The spelling needs to be corrected to Aoife inghean Tuathail. I believe this also meets the authenticity request.  
 
[Device] Blazon as: "Per pale argent and sable, in saltire two feathers counterchanged."  
Versus Antoinette Louise de la Forêt de Compiègne October of 1988 (via Ansteorra):  
“Per pale argent and sable, in saltire an artist's brush, bristles to base, and a quill counterchanged.”  
I find only one CD for change of half of type of primary from feather to brush.  
 
Versus Isobel MacCaffery January of 1993 (via Atlantia):  
“Per pale argent and sable, a quill pen bendwise counterchanged.”  
I find only one CD for change in the number of primary charges. There is no difference between a quill and a 
feather.  
 
"The feather was blazoned on the LoI as a quill pen, but as it has no nib, it is simply a feather. The slight differ-
ence between these charges is artistic only, and no difference is given between them." [Daimhín Cinncaidhe, 
12/03, R-Trimaris] 

Comment by Tostig Logiosophia on 2009/12/15 00:36:01:  
[Device] Agree with the conflict calls versus both Antoinette and Isobel cited by Magnus. 

 
Comment by Daniel de Lincoln on 2009/12/17 05:48:42:  
This month's comments under my name are Aetheldreda Halberd and me.  
 
The blazon fragments "two feathers in saltire counterchanged" and "in saltire two feathers counter-
changed" are equivalent.  
 
As for feathers versus quill pens: no LoAR ruling after the 12/03 precedent talks about the depiction of 
quill pens per se until Safiya bint Ahmad ibn Abdulla, 5/09: "should draw the charge clearly as either a 
quill pen (with a visible nib and most of the vanes removed so it can be held comfortably) or ...". But 
there's been no mass reblazoning.  
 
I've looked at Antoinette's device. I think Laurel today would reblazon it per the Safiya ruling. It's not a 
"quill" (a yarn term) nor yet a "quill pen". In modern SCA blazonry terms, it's a "feather". The feather is 
on the field and the brush surmounting it, but I don't know if that's an unblazoned depiction of "in 
saltire". In any event, there's a conflict.  
 
Isobel: it's a feather too, because no part of the feather part has been trimmed. 

Comment by Mari ingen Briain meic Donnchada (Rowel) on 2010/01/06 21:02:00:  
Note: both URLs in the LoI are incorrect - they are missing the l off the end of .shtml  
 
 
In forwarding this name submission (assuming it passes), we need to note the precedent:  

From Pelican: Registerability of the Name Aífe/Aoife  
An item this month raised discussion regarding registerability of the name Aoife. Aoife is listed in Ó 
Corráin and Maguire (p. 16 s.n. Aífe). However, this entry lists only legendary women with this name. 
Lacking evidence that this name was used by humans in period, this name would not normally be regis-
terable. Nonetheless, it was registered (in the form Aífe) as recently as July of 2001. To date, there have 
been nine registrations of Aoife and two of Aífe. Of these registrations, only four date from after the 
previous rules change in November of 1995. Given these numbers, this name does not have the popular-
ity of other SCA compatible names such as Fiona and Ian, and so does not warrant being declared SCA 
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compatible. Therefore, we will stop registration of this name beginning with the April 2003 decision 
meeting. [Cover Letter for the 09/2002 LoAR] 

The important bit is that the information in the annals index is NEWER than this precedent. I found the Clon-
macnoise citations only after I acquired a copy of the Annals of Clonmacnoise, which was in 2007 if I remember 
correctly. So, the info in the annals index should be enough to now support registration of <Aoife>. 
Comment by Gawain of Miskbridge (Green Anchor Herald) on 2010/01/18 00:07:39:  
[Name] Comments under my name on this letter are from the NE Calontir commenting group consisting this 
month of Lady Rohese de Dinan, Red Hawk Herald, Thomas of Shrewsbury, and myself, except where specifi-
cally attributed. Since the father’s name in a feminine patronymic also needs to be lenited, shouldn’t this be 
“inghean Thuathail”? No conflicts found.  
[Device] We agree with the conflict calls with Isobel and Antoinete. 
College Action: 
Name:  Forward to Laurel as “Aoife inghean Tuathail” as “Tuathail” is the genitive form per the documentation.  

Also the precedent by Mari should be noted and indicated that the cited documentation is newer and sup-
ports the name “Aoife”. 

Device:  Return for conflict with Isobel MacCaffery January of 1993 (via Atlantia): “Per pale argent and sable, a 
quill pen bendwise counterchanged.”  There is only one CD for changing the number of primary charges. 

2. Elena Constabl. (Wiesenfeuer, Barony of) New Name and Device.  
Vert, a wolf argent maintaining a cross crosslet fitchee argent, in base argent three sheaf arrows vert. 
Comment by Magnus on 2009/12/04 14:49:51:  
Last edited on 2009/12/05 13:27:08 
[Name] No conflicts found. I thought the use of constable might run into the problems from Dean Alexander 
Montgomery [August 2007 LoAR, R-Ansteorra]. It appears that only happens when an item comes first in the 
name or has a locative with it.  
 
Reaney & Wilson s.n. Brede has Elena atte Brede 1317.  
Reaney & Wilson s.n. Constable has the complete entry as "Alice Cunestabl' 1200, la Konestabl', Constabl 1202-
3 from Lincolnshire."  
I wonder if constabl here is a scribal abbreviation for constable since we register the whole word not the abbre-
viation.  
 
[Device] Blazon as: "Vert, a wolf rampant maintaining a cross crosslet fitchy and on a base argent a sheaf of 
three arrows vert." No conflicts found. 

Comment by Tostig Logiosophia on 2009/12/15 00:51:52:  
[Device] Agree with Magnus' reblazon. No conflicts observed. 
Comment by Daniel de Lincoln on 2009/12/17 05:53:41:  
We agree with Magnus's reblazon.  
 
The submitted name docs are not sufficient, because they don't say what Reaney and Wilson say about 
it and they don't provide the "sub nomine". Magnus's version is usable on an LoI. 
Comment by Coblaith Muimnech (Orbis Herald) on 2010/01/20 23:09:49:  
I'd expect an apostrophe or something indicating "Constabl" to be an abbreviation, were it one. 

Comment by Gawain of Miskbridge (Green Anchor Herald) on 2010/01/18 00:08:49:  
Last edited on 2010/01/18 00:09:54 
[Name] No conflicts found.  
[Device] No conflicts found. It was pointed out that the wolf could as easily be taken for a lion. Agree with Mag-
nus' reblazon. 
Comment by Coblaith Muimnech (Orbis Herald) on 2010/01/20 22:48:08:  
The wolf could be considerably larger without impinging on anything, and this would were it so be closer to a 
typical medieval emblazon.  
 
I agree with concerns over the identifiability of the wolf. At first glance I did, indeed, take it for a lion. 
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College Action: 
Name: Forward to Laurel. 
Device:  Reblazon as "Vert, a wolf rampant maintaining a cross crosslet fitchy and on a base argent a sheaf of 

three arrows vert." and forward to Laurel. 

3. Elena Constabl. (Wiesenfeuer, Barony of) New Badge.  
(Fieldless) A cross crosslet fitchee argent, over two sheaf arrows crossed. 
Comment by Magnus on 2009/12/04 14:08:43:  
Last edited on 2009/12/05 13:24:51 
[Badge] Blazon as: (Fieldless ) “Two arrows in saltire surmounted by a cross crosslet fitchy argent.” No conflicts 
found.  
 
This isn't the emblazon I would expect from the blazon. I am not sure if this a note to the artist would suffice or 
if the arrows are too far to base for this to be blazonable. 

Comment by Tostig Logiosophia on 2009/12/06 20:24:09:  
[Badge] I, too, am having a difficult time blazoning this submission. My best attempt is "(Fieldless) A 
cross crosslet fitchee surmounting at the foot two arrows in saltire argent." but this blazons the overall 
charge before what is supposed to be the primary charge group. Even "(Fieldless) Two arrows in saltire 
and overall in chief a cross crosslet fitchee." implies the primary charges should be drawn larger than 
what is submitted. 

Comment by Daniel de Lincoln on 2009/12/17 05:59:55:  
What both Magnus and especially Tostig said. Worse, Tostig's first choice would have all the 
charges much further down, and his second would still have the arrows crossing on the per-fess 
line. We might somehow blazon the whole mess as "in chief", but we can't because the fitching 
on the cross extends below the per-fess line.  
 
I don't see a valid blazon, and RfS VII.7.b requires "Elements must be reconstructible in a rec-
ognizable form from a competent blazon". Since 2006, Laurel has returned 5-9 items per year 
with "unblazonable" in the reason. 

Comment by Kevin Keary on 2009/12/18 22:31:07:  
I may be batting out of my league, but since the badge is fieldless, its position in the 
allowed emblazon space is immaterial, right? I agree that the arrows should have been 
larger, but what's wrong with just "Fieldless, two arrows in saltire overall enhanced a 
cross crosslet fitchee argent"? 

Comment by Tostig Logiosophia on 2009/12/19 07:27:38:  
[Badge] I partially agree with the observation by the Nothkeep Pursuivant 
that "since the badge is fieldless, its position in the allowed space is immate-
rial ..." A slight enhancement or abasement would probably be considered 
immaterial, but the submitted emblazon seems to intentionally place the 
charges in the upper half of a (non-existant) field.  
The reproduction problem, however, is not their position on the field but the 
size of the charges and their placement with respect to each other. In a period 
design I would expect the arrows to be both three times larger than they are 
and intersecting midway on the vertical portion of the cross. Magnus' pro-
posed blazon reflects this and I would reproduce it as the first figure below. 
With my own attempts at re-blazon I would reproduce the second figure. 
Neither accurately reflects the submission.  
Unfortunately using "enhanced" in the blazon as the Northkeep Pursuivant 
suggests also doesn't work. Although according to Parker the blazon term is 
applied only to ordinaries http://www.heraldsnet.org/saitou/parker/
Jpglosse.htm#enhanced SCA blazon also uses the term with field divisions. 
Unusual placement of all other charges are described with terms like "in 
bend", "in canton", or in this case "in chief" -- once again, reproducing the 
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second figure below. 

1. 2. 

 
Comment by Gawain of Miskbridge (Green Anchor Herald) on 2010/01/18 00:11:16:  
How about “(Fieldless) Two arrows in saltire surmounted by the upright of a cross crosslet fitchy argent”? Yeah, 
it’s pretty lame, but it’s the best we could do. It wouldn’t hurt for the arrows to be a bit larger. No conflicts 
found. 
Comment by Coblaith Muimnech (Orbis Herald) on 2010/01/20 23:07:46:  
Last edited on 2010/01/20 23:08:18 
Why assume the submitter knows "underall" secondary charges don't appear in period (or, usually, S.C.A.) her-
aldry? It seems clear to me that the designer of this badge intended the cross to be the primary and the arrows 
secondary charges. Were the arrows in front, I'd blazon it "(Fieldless) A cross crosslet fitchy surmounted in base 
by two crosses in saltire argent," and wouldn't think twice about the relative weights of the charges. As it stands, 
"(Fieldless) A cross crosslet fitchy surmounting in base two crosses in saltire argent," seems sensible. My only 
question is whether that arrangement is compatible with RfS I.b (http://heraldry.sca.org/heraldry/laurel/
rfs.html#1.1), which says, "All submissions shall be period in style." 
College Action: 
Badge:  Forward to Laurel as “"(Fieldless) A cross crosslet fitchy surmounting in base two crosses in saltire ar-

gent.” And notate the questions raised regarding the difficulty in blazoning and period style.    

4. Evangelos Thrakios. (Northkeep, Barony of) New Name and Device.  
Gules, in pale on an eagle argent a mullet of five greater and five lesser points sable and on a sun Or a tower 
sable. 
Comment by Tostig Logiosophia on 2009/12/04 03:38:25:  
[Device] If the tintcures of the primary charges had been reversed, I would add concerns over presumption in 
addition to a twitch over style.  
 
With a complexity of 8 (4 charges & 4 tinctures) this is barely legal for RfS VIII.1a (Armorial Simplicity-
Tincture and Charge Limit). I'm unaware, however, of period armory with two different primary charges bearing 
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which says "As a rule of thumb, the total of the number of tinctures 
plus the number of types of charges in a design should not exceed 
eight." While we occasionally allow this limit to be exceeded, we only 
make this exception for period style designs. This design, having dis-
similar secondary charges charged with dissimilar tertiary charges on 
either side of a bend is not typical of period design. We are, therefore, 
returning this device. 

Comment by Daniel de Lincoln on 2009/12/17 06:42:54:  
I'd be happier if the precedent applied to primary charges. 
But I'd be inclined to bet a small sum of money that Laurel 
would rule that way.  
 
If this is returned for another reason, the probability of return 
on these grounds should also be mentioned. 

Comment by Ioannes Dalassenos on 2009/12/13 15:19:49:  
Frankly, while it is technically clear of the Centurion badge, a quick poll of a couple of the Centurions I know indi-
cates that most of them would find it obnoxious and offensive--even if the individual in question were in fact a 
Centurion.  
 
I don't know this guy from Adam, but I'd be careful of offending an entire fighting order. Just sayin'  
 
Can we kick it back for visual conflict? 

Comment by Tostig Logiosophia on 2009/12/14 03:32:37:  
[Device] Note that the submittor became a Centurian of the Sable Star on 9/01/07 (And is currently King's 
Champion to HRM Owen I) and is entitled to bear the Badge. As Ioannes pointed out, the charged eagle is 
technically clear (Both CD's come from change of tincture - to the field and to the primary charge) of the 
Centurian Badge. Even though most Centurian Cloaks are red, there is no visual conflict call because of 
the way Ansteorra registered it.  
IMO the submission gives the erroneous impression of augmented arms -- that's the only way I can see 
different charged primaries complying with period style. With no Precedents to go by, that call needs to 
be made at the CoA level. 
Comment by Daniel de Lincoln on 2009/12/17 06:40:37:  
<< Can we kick it back for visual conflict? >>  
 
No. RfS X.5, Visual Test, is cause for return only for complete designs (an entire device or badge), not 
elements of or portions of a design.  
 
In my (Daniel's) insufficiently humble opinion, this is an obnoxious design. To me, it looks thoroughly 
presumptuous in a non-period way, but skirts the actual prohibition. 

 
Comment by Magnus on 2009/12/04 18:10:30:  
Last edited on 2009/12/07 22:17:06 
[Name] The given name is fine.  
Thrakios (from Θράκη) would be a Greek locative meaning 'of Thrace'. It was next to Constantinople in 
the Byzantine Empire. The problem is the source of the name is a 2nd century A.D. myth about Heracles. 
The byname should be alright since Thrace was a real place and a Roman province. The problem is the 
two names are documented 1100 years apart and we have to bring them closer together.  
 
However I can put the given name in Classical Greece at about the same time as the byname.  
 
Lexicon of Greek Personal Names  
Volume III.B Central Greece: From the Megarid to Thessaly  
http://www.lgpn.ox.ac.uk/database/lgpn.php  
Εὐάνγελος or Euangelos  
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If I remember right the Greeks don't have a letter for 'V' so upsilon is often transliterated that way. The 
name is fine but the documentation needs to be improved. 

Comment by Daniel de Lincoln on 2009/12/17 06:49:34:  
My first thought on Magnus's doc was "Dates?" http://www.lgpn.ox.ac.uk/ has "The Lexicon of Greek Personal 
Names (LGPN) was established to collect and publish all ancient Greek personal names, drawing on the full range 
of written sources from the 8th century B.C. down to the late Roman Empire." So, while all names there are period, 
the date range might be mentioned anyway in the LoI for other people who are as unfamiliar with the source as me.  
 
My next thought was "What does it say about the name?". Might also mention that that search form (so far as I can 
see) provides no other info about the name. 
Comment by Magnus on 2009/12/17 20:35:57:  
The Academy of Saint Gabriel has this introduction to the source.  
 
Classical Greek Names  
 
A Lexicon of Greek Personal Names  
This website presents the work of an academic research project at Oxford University, an index of all known an-
cient Greek personal names from sources up to approximately the 6th century. Names are listed in Greek charac-
ters, by region, and are in three formats: Symbol font, SPIonic font (available for free download), and Unicode. 
Not all options work in all browsers. There is also a simple name search form, with results in Symbol font, and a 
more complex search, plus explanations of both. (Note that the complex search may include more data.) They have 
a general introduction to ancient Greek naming customs and an index to their data with links to statistics on the 
data from each region of Greece, including tables of the most popular names for men and women.  
 
The submitter went to a great deal of trouble to document the name as unregisterable and I am trying to reverse 
that. Εὐάνγελος is a classical Greek given name from Central Greece and is also found as a masculine given name 
in 14th century Byzantine era. I believe it is still used in Greece today. Θράκη was a region in classical Greece, a 
Roman province, a Byzantine administrative region, and remained in use until World War I. It would help to have 
some dated examples of Thrace from the Byzantine era to go with the classical references in the submitter's docu-
mentation.  
 
Now, Daniel will give us a refresher on locative formation in Classical Greek as related to locative names in the 
Byzantine Greek era. That should complete the needed documentation. 
Comment by Daniel de Lincoln on 2009/12/17 06:17:11:  
Last edited on 2009/12/17 06:35:54 
Sword-and-dagger return.  
 
Desiderata Drake http://heraldry.sca.org/heraldry/loar/2007/03/07-03lar.html#2 has a defining precedent on the 
sword-and-dagger (sword/dagger) precedent.  
 
The Desiderata ruling first quotes Bruce's codification in http://heraldry.sca.org/heraldry/loar/1993/09/cvr.html: "If 
two charges are artistically distinct, but heraldically identical, they should not be used in the same armory. ... The 
charges, be it noted, need not be in a single group for confusion to arise. ... Nor need the charges necessarily be 
'artistic variants' of one another, although that is the most common application of the rule: any too [sic] charges 
that are visually indistinct may run afoul of this policy (for instance, _Sable, in pale a horseshoe and a torc Or_). In 
general, if there's a CD of difference between the charges, the "sword-dagger" ruling won't apply; less than that, 
and one takes one's chances."  
 
The Desiderata ruling then notes the partial overturning in Geneviève de Saint-Cirq-Lapopie, http://
heraldry.sca.org/heraldry/loar/2003/02/03-02lar.html#108: "It is acceptable for charges on charges to be a close 
variant of charges on the field."  
 
However, this ruling (the Desiderata one that I started with) then overturns the overturning: "While it is acceptable 
to use the same charge as both a primary (or secondary) charge and a tertiary charge, using a similar charge is not 
acceptable for exactly the reasons discussed in the September 1993 Cover Letter. We hereby overturn the February 
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2003 precedent and restore the September 1993 precedent. Due to the armorial identification problems caused by 
using similar but not identical charges in two different charge groups, this practice is no longer allowed. The use of 
identical charges as both a primary (or secondary) charge and a tertiary charge is allowed."  
 
What "similar" means is a little clearer with Helen Hawksworth, http://heraldry.sca.org/heraldry/loar/2007/06/07-
06lar.html#91, which said "the use of two different birds that are not a CD apart is cause for return under the 
'sword-and-dagger' rule".  
 
A sun and a mullet of five greater and five lesser points are called "multi-pointed mullets" in precedents. (Stupid 
name, as you can't have a mullet of one point, but there it is.) They get no CD. E.g., http://heraldry.sca.org/
heraldry/loar/2006/09/06-09lar.html#168, "Ansteorra, Kingdom of. Badge for Ansteorran Royal Navy. Or, on a 
mullet of five greater and five lesser points sable an anchor Or, all within a bordure sable. ... this badge conflicts 
with the device of al-Azar Lucero, Or, on a sun sable a decrescent moon Or within a bordure sable bezanty, with a 
single CD for removing the bezants. ..."  
 
So: one design containing two different charges that don't have a CD from each other. That's sword-and-dagger 
again as of March 2007. 

Comment by Magnus on 2009/12/17 19:20:28:  
Last edited on 2009/12/17 20:11:22 
And this was upheld in July 2009 LoAR so it is good reason for return. Good catch Daniel.  
 
This is a case where I knew there was something wrong with the style of that device but couldn't locate 
the rulings. 
Comment by Kevin Keary on 2009/12/17 20:27:43:  
Thank you, Daniel. I have passed this informaton on to the submittor, while telling him no official deci-
sion will be made this month.  
I suggested he consider dropping the sable mullet, which would clear this issue, and clear or reduce the 
three previous ones as well. I doubt he goes for it, at first.  
Knowing Evan, I am sure that the allusion to the Centurion's badge WAS intentional, he is inordinately 
proud of being one, but I am also sure he thought it was sufficiently understated to avoid offense. Seri-
ously. 

Comment by Tostig Logiosophia on 2009/12/18 15:16:51:  
[Device] Does the submittor know about achievement display in Ansteorra? Achievements are 
the period way to display the actual Badges of Awards with registered Devices. 

Comment by Coblaith Muimnech (Orbis Herald) on 2010/01/21 08:53:25:  
Last edited on 2010/01/21 08:54:51 
If showing his pride in membership in the Order of the Centurions of the Sable Star is the submitter's reason for 
including the star-struck eagle, you might mention to him that it is customary in certain other kingdoms for holders 
of grant-level honors to depend the badges of those honors from ribbons hung below the escutcheons in their 
achievements, and that there is nothing in Ansteorra's achievement guidelines that prevents him from doing the 
same.  
 
If he's determined to include the badge on the device itself, you might consider mentioning chiefs of allegiance, 
which were used in some places at some times in period. The three sets of arms shown, all from the same 16th-
century Italian source (http://daten.digitale-sammlungen.de/~db/bsb00001421/images/index.html?seite=281, http://
daten.digitale-sammlungen.de/~db/bsb00001421/images/index.html?seite=283, http://daten.digitale-
sammlungen.de/~db/bsb00001421/images/index.html?seite=291) illustrate the practice. Since the purpose of a 
chief of allegiance is to say, "I'm loyal to the entity represented by this emblem," it's possible his fellow centurions 
would find one more palatable than they found the original proposal. (Of course, in period heraldry the chief of 
allegiance usually shows the arms of a place, not the badge of an order.) 
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1. 2. 3.  
Comment by Tostig Logiosophia on 2010/01/23 13:45:55:  
Last edited on 2010/01/23 18:07:17 
A chief of allegience with the Centurions Badge might be registerable as an augmentation to a 
registered device. Unfortunately, a chief charged with an eagle which is itself charged with a 
mullet is 4-layers -- which violates RfS VIII.1c(ii). 

Comment by Gawain of Miskbridge (Green Anchor Herald) on 2010/01/18 00:13:47:  
[Name] No conflicts found.  
[Device] No conflicts found. 
Comment by Coblaith Muimnech (Orbis Herald) on 2010/01/21 00:49:48:  
The source cited for the byname is, ". . .the Theoi Project, a site exploring Greek mythology and the gods in classi-
cal literature and art." The quoted information comes from the header for the site's page on Diomedes. The translit-
eration "Trakios" also appears in quotes on the page purportedly from James G. Frazer's 1921 translation of Pseudo
-Apollodorus' Library (written in the 2nd century C.E.), William H.S. Jones' 1935 translation of Pausanias' De-
scription of Greece (written in the 2nd century C.E.), and Oldfather's 1939 translation of Diodorus Siculus' Library 
of History (written in the 1st century B.C.E.). Even if we assume the quotes are accurate and the transliterations are 
correct, we've still got a huge temporal disparity--1200 to 1500 years--between the dates at which the given name 
and the byname were recorded. I can't help wondering whether there's a linguistic disparity as well. That's an aw-
fully long time for any language to persist without fundamental change, no matter how conservative its written 
form.  
 
The Prosopography of the Byzantine World (http://www.pbw.kcl.ac.uk/pbw/apps/person.jsp?personKey=108941, 
http://www.pbw.kcl.ac.uk/pbw/apps/persons.jsp?
indexBy=FamNameFactoid.FamNameKey&factoidTypeKey=9&indexType=person&key=89) mentions:  
 
a Γελάσιος Θρᾴκης (Gelasios Thrakes) who testified in a trial sometime between 1021 and 1025 C.E.  
 
an 11th-century C.E. Θρᾳκήσιον, ὁμωνύμῳ [Thrakesios, notarios],  
 
an 11th-century C.E. Νικολάου [Nikolaos] with the second name Θρακησίου [Thrakesios],  
 
a 12th-century C.E. Γεώργιος ὁ Θρακήσιος [Georgios Thrakesios],  
 
a 12th-century C.E. Ἰωάννης ὁ Θρακήσης [Ioannes Thrakeses],  
 
and an inscription on a seal from 1110 reading "Θρᾳκήσιόν με φυλάττοις Νικόλαον" [May you protect me, Niko-
laos Thrakesios].  
 
 
It looks like "Evangelos Thrakesios" or something similar would be plausible. A two-century disparity between the 
dates wouldn't be read as a step from period practice. Someone who understands the declension of Greek names 
will need to be consulted if the client wants to write his name in its native alphabet, however, as I'm not sure 
which, if any, of the exemplars are in the nominative case. 
College Action: 
Name:  Forward to Laurel.  
Device:  Return for violating current precedent indicating “"If two charges are artistically distinct, but heraldically 
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identical, they should not be used in the same armory.”  The “sword-dagger” rule.  In this case the mullet of 
five greater and lesser points and the sun are the charges violating the rule. 

5. Gregor of the Eldern Hills. (Eldern Hills, Barony of the) New Name.  
Comment by Magnus on 2009/12/04 14:04:24:  
Last edited on 2009/12/05 18:17:51 
[Name] Eldern Hills, Barony of the - This branch-name was registered in December of 1988 (via Ansteorra).  
There is no mention of Gregor on that page of Bardsley so there is no documentation for the name. However, it is a 
good German name.  
 
ACADEMY OF SAINT GABRIEL REPORT 2344  
 
<Gregor> is an excellent name for your purposes. We find several records of this name: <Gregor> in 1389, 1390 
and 1463, and the alternative spellings <Greger> in 1420 and <Gro"ger> in 1458. [1]  
 
[1] Bahlow, Hans, Deutsches Namenlexikon : Familien- und Vornamen nach Ursprung und Sinn erklaert 
(Frankfurt am Main : Suhrkamp Taschenbuch Verlag, 1985, 1990) s.n. Gregor. 

Comment by Daniel de Lincoln on 2009/12/17 07:04:27:  
Magnus documents "Gregor" as German, and "Eldern Hills" is English. I don't know anything about the 
registerability of German+English, or whether the language of an SCA branch name even counts towards 
a lingual mix.  
 
 
But it's as easy to doc the name from Reaney and Wilson, thus getting the submitter's original English and 
avoiding any lingual mix question. R&W, 3rd ed., s.n. Greggor, p. 205, dates Gregor as a given name in 
that spelling to 1332. 

Comment by Magnus on 2009/12/17 19:05:23:  
I doubt the language of the SCA branch matters but the John son of Gregor from 1332 reference 
is fine. It also avoids a precedent hunt on SCA branch names. 

Comment by Gawain of Miskbridge (Green Anchor Herald) on 2010/01/18 00:14:52:  
No conflicts found. 
College Action: 
Name:  Forward to laurel after correcting documentation for given name and including documentation for group 

name. 

6. James Northfolke. (Raven’s Fort, Barony of) New Device.  
Per bend argent and azure, a cross moline. 
Comment by Tostig Logiosophia on 2009/12/04 03:59:50:  
[Administrative] The coloring on this submission is very even on my moniter, including the parent graphic. What 
was used to do it?  
 
[Device] Reblazon "Per bend argent and azure, a cross moline azure." The tincute of the cross needs to be noted.  
 
Consider versus "Gules, a cross swallowtailed azure fimbriated Or." (Eric of the Broken Cross, Device, July 1974). 
A cross swallowtailed is not included in the May 2009 Cover Letter concerning X2 for crosses. To me, it may fall 
in the same family as "moline, sarcelly, recercelly, anchory, fourchy, and miller". If so, I only see 1 CD for change 
to field -- nothing for fimbriation ot forced change of placement due to contrast. 

Comment by Magnus on 2009/12/06 17:08:07:  
Last edited on 2009/12/06 17:09:25 
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The cross moline and the cross swallowtailed haven't been ruled on. A search of all the LoARs turned up 
nothing for guidance so this goes to Laurel for a ruling. No other conflicts found. Does the forced move 
apply to the new or registered armory? 

Comment by Tostig Logiosophia on 2009/12/06 19:01:05:  
[Device] Although not specificlly ruled on, the following from the May 2007 LoAR Cover Letter 
seems to indicate the benefit of doubt in favor of the new submission as akin to a Maltese Cross 
(An X2 Change of Type from the Cross moline family in the May 2009 LoAR Cover Letter):  
 
"From Wreath - Concerning Maltese Crosses  
"We've recently had submissions containing Maltese crosses, where the crosses haven't been 
easily identifiable. Properly drawn, a Maltese cross should have four deeply notched arms, con-
verging to a central point (or very nearly); and each arm should take up an angle as wide as the 
space between the arms. This doesn't need mathematical precision: the arms can be a bit nar-
rower, or a bit wider, but they should be roughly the same as the space between the arms. The 
illustration below is taken from Parker, p.166; Neubecker's Heraldry: Sources, Symbols and 
Meaning, p.217, has some examples as well.  
"By contrast, our problem submissions have had crosses whose arms didn't converge to a point, 
and which were considerably less wide than the space between the arms: one-third to a quarter of 
the width, in some cases. They were more reminiscent of the Society's cross swallowtailed, but 
weren't that, either: the arms of a cross swallowtailed have parallel sides, not converging. Even if 
no heraldic difference is granted between a Maltese cross and a cross swallowtailed (and there's 
yet been no firm ruling on that point), we must still be able to distinguish the two - as well as the 
cross fourchy and the cross double-fitched. Unidentifiability of charges has always been grounds 
for return..." 

Comment by Magnus on 2009/12/06 20:16:51:  
Last edited on 2009/12/07 22:23:58 
I saw that one. Maltese crosses and crosses moline are clear of each other by significant 
difference so this ruling may not be of much help. The cross moline is a period charge 
and it looks like the cross swallowtailed is an SCA invention. Laurel over the years has 
been very hesitant to issue rulings on the cross swallowtailed. This submission should 
get a definite ruling versus moline. I am biased in favor of the period cross rather than 
the SCA created thing. 

Comment by Daniel de Lincoln on 2009/12/17 07:09:10:  
Agree with Tostig's blazon, that the tincture of the cross must be blazoned.  
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duke_of_Norfolk#List_of_the_Dukes_of_Norfolk lists no duke named 
James, so it's good that we don't have to think about it.  
 
We agree with the notion of sending it up, mentioning the possible problem on the LoI, and asking for a 
ruling. 

Comment by Gawain of Miskbridge (Green Anchor Herald) on 2010/01/18 00:16:22:  
No conflicts found. 
College Action: 
Device:  Reblazon as "Per bend argent and azure, a cross moline azure." And forward to Laurel.  The potential 

conflict should be noted and a ruling requested of Laurel. 

7. James Northfolke. (Raven’s Fort, Barony of) New Badge.  
Per bend argent and azure, a cross moline. 
Comment by Tostig Logiosophia on 2009/12/04 02:58:42:  
[Admiistrative] This New Badge Submission hass the same emblazon as the New Device Submission above. Only 
the form of display is different. Is he aware that a device can be used on any shape of display? 

Comment by Alasdair MacEogan (Bordure) on 2009/12/05 01:59:21:  
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Whether he understands or not this will still have to be returned. 
Comment by Daniel de Lincoln on 2009/12/17 07:23:08:  
Specifically, Admin Handbook III.C.3, "If the new item is submitted by the owner of the regis-
tered item, permission to conflict can be assumed in that case.", but "The owner of any item may 
allow the registration of a specific submission that would otherwise conflict, as long as the new 
item is not identical to the registered one." That is, he can't even give himself permission to reg-
ister an identical item.  
 
The only examples I see in 15 minutes are Teutonic Knights (3/09), Lorraine Herald or King of 
Arms &c (11/08), but those are name examples. 

Comment by Gawain of Miskbridge (Green Anchor Herald) on 2010/01/18 00:17:31:  
[Badge] If he wants to make a donation to the College, it’s OK with us. 
College Action: 
Badge:  Returned due to it being identical to the submitted device of item 6. 

8. Magdalena Cortez. (Bryn Gwlad, Barony of) New Device.  
Argent, a cross of Santiago gules and on a chief sable three crescents Or. 
Comment by Magnus on 2009/12/04 14:00:22:  
Last edited on 2009/12/05 23:49:47 
[Device] Magdalena Cortez This name was registered in September of 2004 (via the East). No conflicts found.  
 
The is a device resubmission NOT a new device. Submission history at Laurel:  
 
[September 2004 LoAR, R-East] "Magdalena Cortez. Device. Gules, in saltire a mullet between four crescents 
points outward argent.  
This device is in conflict with a badge of the Kingdom of Caid: Azure, four crescents conjoined in saltire, horns 
outward, argent. There is a CD for the field, but no CD for type of one out of five charges, nor for number between 
four and five. This was originally blazoned as a primary mullet and secondary crescents, but the size difference 
between the charges is not sufficient for that view. Redrawing the charges to make it clear that they are a single 
primary mullet and secondary crescents would help, although it would need to be checked for conflict as such." 
Comment by Tostig Logiosophia on 2009/12/15 00:58:13:  
[Device] The charged chief makes this 2 CD clear versus the "important non-SCA badge "(Fieldless) A cross of 
Santiago gules." (Order of Santiago, Badge, Nov 1998). 
Comment by Daniel de Lincoln on 2009/12/17 07:30:28:  
Last edited on 2009/12/17 07:47:30 
This cross of Santiago differs somewhat from the Pic Dic version. I tried to document this and I'm a bit peeved that 
it's been lost.  
 
The spade-like tip of the chiefmost arm can be seen at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Alvaro_de_luna.jpg and 
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3f/Alvaro_de_luna.jpg. They are photographs of a painting 
identified as "Frey don Álvaro de Luna del retablo de Sanco de Zamora en la capilla de Santiago en la Catedral de 
Toledo", circa 1430.  
 
The parent article, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_Santiago, has two pictures of crosses that look closer, but 
unfortunately they're not dated to period.  
 
(Yeah, it's Wikipedia. In my opinion: in this case, big deal. It's not random text or interpretation, but a photograph 
of a period painting. If you're not willing to trust the date listed, translate the operative sentence of http://
arkeologia.blogspot.com/2009/05/condestable-alvaro-de-luna-de-la-corte.html: "(Alvaro de Luna con el habito de 
Santiago - Detalle del Retablo Mayor Capilla de Santiago - Catedral de Toledo - siglo XV)". Or do a Google im-
ages search.) 
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Comment by Da'ud ibn Auda (al-Jamal Herald) on 2009/12/18 17:16:22:  
"Catedral de Toledo - siglo XV"  
 
Cathedral of Toledo, 15th Century. 
Comment by Coblaith Muimnech (Orbis Herald) on 2010/01/21 01:03:16:  
I suspect the submitter didn't include that cite because I mentioned it shouldn't be needed. The July, 2003 
LoAR says of the Cross of Santiago (http://heraldry.sca.org/loar/2003/07/03-07lar.html#32), "The top arm 
ranges from a standard flory, to a subdued form of flory, to a round- or card-pique-shaped 'sword hilt' 
shape."  
 
Since the sovereigns themselves have stated that the card-pique variety is period, I can't imagine why the 
LoI would need to argue that it is. 

Comment by Gawain of Miskbridge (Green Anchor Herald) on 2010/01/18 00:18:56:  
No conflicts found. 
College Action: 
Device:  Forward to Laurel as a resubmission of a return in the September 2004 LoAR.  Previous device was sub-

mitted via East Kingdom. 

9. Muirgen Keigan. (Northkeep, Barony of) New Name and Device.  
None provided so -- Red and black field divided upper right down to lower left, a white wing with a black rose on 
it. 
Comment by Magnus on 2009/12/04 13:58:22:  
Last edited on 2009/12/06 16:44:24 
[Name] From the documentation the name appears to use an unmarked patronymic in Gaelic, which is not register-
able. I will inquire further.  
 
[Device] Blazon as: "Per bend sinister gules and sable, on a wing argent a rose sable." No conflicts found. 

Comment by Alasdair MacEogan (Bordure) on 2009/12/06 06:07:29:  
[Name] To elaborate on what Magnus said about the name.  

[Lóchán mac Alsandair] Submitted as Lóchán Alsandair, Gaelic does not use unmarked patro-
nymics or double given names. We have put the byname into the proper patronymic form. (Jaelle 
of Armida, LoAR, June 1998) 

 
 
While I agree that Keigan seems to be an unmarked patronymic, the documentation seems to be support-
ing the form Keigeen or Kegeen. Though it is ever possible I am misreading it. 
Comment by Magnus on 2009/12/06 10:28:18:  
Last edited on 2009/12/07 22:21:48 
From the documentation I can't tell if the submitter wants a Manx name or is just using arcane sources to 
document it.  
 
<Muirgen> The documentation article is from The Problem Names Project and the report is 12 years old. 
Ó Corráin & Maguire, Irish Names, s.n. Muirgen gives it as a pre-1200 spelling and a male saint's name. 
The female version of the name looks legendary from the description. The name couldn't be located in the 
Annals or Mari's articles but it still should be registerable as a Middle Irish Gaelic saint's name. I would 
use the OCM citation instead of the Problem Names Project.  
 
Keigan doesn't look Gaelic. This lengthy ruling from Rowel's tenure sheds some light on this name. It is 
Anglicized Gaelic so you may be able to get away with only one step from period practice.  
 
-----------------------------------------------------  
Egan mac Muirgein. Submitted as Keegan Muirgen, the submitter allowed any changes and noted that the 

 



 

 16 

meaning 'little and fiery born of the sea' was most important. The major problem with this name as sub-
mitted is that the first element, Keegan, is an Anglicized Gaelic byname being used as a given name and 
the second element, Muirgen, is a Middle Irish (pre-1200) Irish Gaelic given name being used as a by-
name.  
 
Keegan is an Anglicized form of the Gaelic byname Mac Aodhagáin. The 'K' sound at the beginning de-
rives from the 'c' in Mac. The entry in Woulfe (s.n. Mac Aodhagáin) cited in the LoI supports use of 
Keegan as a byname, not a given name. Lacking documentation of the use of Keegan in period as a given 
name, it is not registerable. The submitter also documented Keegan from a Web site entitled "Irish/Irish 
Gaelic Male Names" (http://www.crosswinds.net/~daire/names/irishmale.html). Unfortunately, this site is 
useless for our purposes. The names listed are modern and many are not Gaelic forms. Gaelic does not 
have the letters 'j', 'k', 'v', 'w', 'y', or 'z'. This site should definitely be avoided for name documentation.  
 
Ó Corráin & Maguire (p. 14 s.n. Áeducán) gives the Anglicized Irish form of this given name as Egan. 
We have changed the given name to this form in order to retain the desired meaning of his given name.  
 
As neither double given names nor unmarked patronymics were used in Gaelic in period, Muirgen is not 
registerable on its own in this position. We have added the particle mac and put Muirgen into the genitive 
to make this a patronymic byname.  
 
Since the submitter did not have a request for authenticity, we have made the minimum changes to regis-
ter the name. This name combines Anglicized Irish and Gaelic. A fully Gaelic form of the name would be 
Áeducán mac Muirgein. [February 2002 LoAR, A-Meridies]  
 
--------------------------------------------------------  
16th & 17th Century Anglicized Irish Surnames from Woulfe  
by Mari Elspeth nic Bryan  
http://www.medievalscotland.org/kmo/Woulfe/SortedByAnglicizedSpelling_M5.shtml  
 
M'Keagan 319 Mac Aod.agáin (Mac Aodhagáin)  
 
-----------------------------------------------------  
[From Manx Note Book vol 2, 1886]  
SURNAMES DERIVED FROM "PERSONAL" NAMES OF PURELY NATIVE ORIGIN CHAPTER II. 
(PART II.)  
http://www.isle-of-man.com/manxnotebook/manxnb/v05p020.htm  
 
s.n. KEIGEEN, or KEGEEN, contracted from Mac Taidhgin.  
 
The name TAIDHGIN, little Tadhg's son,' being a diminutive of TADHG.  
 
KEIGEEN may perhaps be contraned from Mac Egan, which is itself a contradion of Mac Edhagain.  
 
The name ÆDHAGAN, a diminutive of.'ÆDH' may be rendered the little fiery warrior.' (See Kaighan.)  
 
'Mcelisa Roe MAC EGAN, the most learned man in Ireland, in Law and judicature, died' A.D. 1317.§  
 
Mageoghan, in his version of the Annals of Cloumacnoise, gives this entry-  
 
'Mogleissa Roe MAC KEIGAN, the best learned in Ireland in the Brehon Lawe.'  
 
The MAC EGANS were hereditary Brehons and professors of the old Irish laws. They compiled the vel-
lum MS. called Leabhar Breac, or 'Speckled book,' the most remarkable repertory of ancient Irish ecclesi-
astical affairs.  
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Compare (Irish) KEEGAN.  
 
KEGEEN [1697], KEIGEEN [1715].  
 
Rushen (c), Malew, Patrick (u), elsewhere (w).  
 
§ Four Mast., Vol. Ill., p. 517.  
--------------------------------------------------------  
 
THE ANNALS OF CLONMACNOISE BEING ANNALS OF IRELAND FROM THE EARLIEST PE-
RIOD TO A.D. 1408 TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH A.D. 1627 BY CONELL MAGEOGHAGAN  
 
page 240 - 1249 Brithgalagh mcKeigan  
 
These have Mac added to Keigan as an Anglicized Gaelic name from period. 

Comment by Daniel de Lincoln on 2009/12/17 07:53:15:  
I'm pretty much lost by all of that, but it looks to me like that "Brithgalagh mcKeigan" is suffi-
cient on its own (if an Englished form is OK). 

Comment by Magnus on 2009/12/17 20:06:22:  
Last edited on 2009/12/17 20:14:49 
The mc needs to be expanded to Mac since we don't register abbreviations. I am not that 
familiar with the Annals of Clonmacnoise so all the citations located were included. 
This annal is supposed to be 17th century spelling. Rowel's rulings on Gaelic were only 
long if there is a good reason and I am not about to edit them. The sources and presenta-
tion of the documentation provided by the submitter have issues. The largest is the use 
of a 12 year old article from the Problem Names Project. I have tried to construct a solu-
tion to that problem. 

Comment by Mari ingen Briain meic Donnchada (Rowel) on 2010/01/06 
21:08:04:  
Yeah, the original Gaelic version of the Annals of Clonmacnoise are lost. But, 
it was translated into English in 1627, and updated and reprinted in 1684. It is 
that 1684 edition which is the source (umpteen reprints later) that we use to-
day.  
 
The spellings are cool, but also sorta wacked sometimes. They are just fasci-
nating to study... 

Comment by Kevin Keary on 2009/12/18 21:57:31:  
The submittor doesn't care if the name is documented as Manx, Welsh or Irish Gaelic, and would 
be willing to accept Bretonic, Cornish or Scots Gaelic.  
The submittor cares about the sound, not the spelling. She currently uses Keigan, but has used 
Kiegan and would accept Keegan, or any of those with a mac attached.  
She would accept a version of Egan as long as it HAS the mac attached. She would accept an 
Anglicized version that sounded the same.  
She claims both a 12th and a 16th-century persona, but uses the same name for both. Anything 
acceptable to you (and eventually Laurel) from 1066 forward will work for her, as long as the 
sound is preserved.  
She's really flexible on this, since she can't have what she wants most, which is Keigan as a per-
sonal name or 'of Ravensfaire' as a byname.  
The fact that I found what looked to me in my ignorance to be a justification of her current spell-
ing was an unexpected bonus. 

Comment by Daniel de Lincoln on 2009/12/17 07:48:39:  
We agree with Magnus's blazon. The Pic Dic says that the default wing is a dexter wing, which this is. 

Comment by Kevin Keary on 2009/12/11 17:46:40:  
I can't believe I forgot to add the blazon.  
Per bend sinister gules and sable, on a dexter wing couped argent a rose sable. 
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Comment by Daniel de Lincoln on 2009/12/17 07:50:44:  
I would not blazon this "couped", though I might be wrong. It looks to me like it's not incompatible with 
being a regular whole wing. 

Comment by Kevin Keary on 2009/12/17 19:23:03:  
I was just trying to specify the termination line was straight, not ragged, as in 'erased'. And I 
meant to specify the wing is bendwise. If either of those terms is, like 'dexter', the default any-
way, by all means leave them out. 

Comment by Da'ud ibn Auda (al-Jamal Herald) on 2009/12/18 17:25:12:  
No need to specify the line of termination here; it's simply "a wing". (Wings do not ap-
pear to have the kinds of variation in their terminations that, say, heads do. Indeed, I 
think adding "couped" here would only serve to confuse rather than to enlighten. "The 
blazon says 'couped'. Does that mean it's not a complete wing, but that it is cut shorter 
somehow? How?" No, probably better to leave "couped" out; what will get drawn from 
the blazon will match the submitted emblazon pretty closely.)  
 
If the wing were attached to a bird (e.g., an eagle) with its wings displayed, this would 
be the default orientation for the wing. As it is standing alone, however, I think we 
should go ahead and blazon it as "bendwise". I would expect the default orientation of a 
single wing to be aligned more vertically than this one here is.  
 
Blazon fu: Per bend sinister gules and sable, on a wing bendwise argent a rose sable. 

Comment by Tostig Logiosophia on 2009/12/20 15:45:55:  
[Device] I suspect that no matter how this is blazoned in Kingdom it will be 
changed. As al-Jamal points out the wing orientation is bendwise, the default 
orientation for a wing displayed when attached to a bird, while the orientation 
for a dexter wing in Parker is palewise (Figure 1). The orientation of the wing 
in "(Fieldless) A wing displayed argent." (Anna de Byxe, Badge, Nov 2007), 
however, looks fesswise to me (Figure 2). Fortunately, I don't see a CD being 
needed for orientation to clear conflict. 

1. 2.  
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Comment by Mari ingen Briain meic Donnchada (Rowel) on 2010/01/06 21:12:30:  
What are the odds that both <Muirgen Keigan> and <Keegan Muirgen> (registered as Egan mac Muirgein in 
02/2002 via Meridies) get submitted? It might be worth noting the similarity so Laurel can check the files and see 
if they are the same person (for filing organization issues). 

Comment by Emma de Fetherstan (Star) on 2010/01/14 03:04:14:  
I'm fairly sure the submitter hasn't moved out of Ansteorra in the past 10 years at least, and will chalk that 
up to sheer coincidence... 

Comment by Gawain of Miskbridge (Green Anchor Herald) on 2010/01/18 00:21:36:  
Agree with Magnus' reblazon. Thomas believes this could be improved by slightly shrinking the rose. No conflicts 
found. 
Comment by Coblaith Muimnech (Orbis Herald) on 2010/01/21 01:41:45:  
All the URL you need for the source cited for the byname is http://books.google.com/books?
id=FvsEAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA24.  
 
Unfortunately, the quoted statements (1) are incomplete, as the footnotes explaining where the information origi-
nated haven't been included, and (2) don't support "Keigan" as a period byname in any event, but at best "Mac 
Egan" and "Mac Keigan".  
 
According to "Manx Names in the Early 16th Century" (http://www.medievalscotland.org/manxnames/
jonesmanx16.shtml), "Mac Kegan" was in use as a patronymic on the Isle of Man between 1511 and 1515. The 
source also includes feminine patronymics using "Ine", so if the submitter prefers a feminine name it would be 
easy to argue the plausibility of "Ine Kegan". (This has the added advantage of being a distinctly Manx construc-
tion, by the way.)  
 
A.W. Moore's 1903 _Manx Names_, pg. 23 (http://books.google.com/books?id=FvsEAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA23) 
dates "Kaighin" to 1611. One might argue that it's likely, given this, that the name was in use by 1600. Since the 
source doesn't specify the context in which the name was recorded, however, it's impossible to be sure. (It might be 
in the birth record of the very first Kaighin in the world, after all.) 

College Action: 
Name:  Forward to Laurel as “Muirgen Mac Keigan” after much additional documentation from Magnus. 
Device:  Reblazon as “Per bend sinister gules and sable, on a wing bendwise argent a rose sable.” and forward to 

Laurel. 

10. Pasquale Pace. (Raven’s Fort, Barony of) New Name.  
Comment by Magnus on 2009/12/04 09:19:11:  
Last edited on 2009/12/04 13:59:07 
[Name] No conflicts were found.  
 
A Listing of all Men's Given Names from the Condado Section of the Florence Catasto of 1427 by Juliana de Luna  
http://www.s-gabriel.org/names/juliana/condado/mensalpha.html  
Pasquale  
 
Frequency Listing of All Family Names that Occur Three Times or More from the Condado Section of the Flor-
ence Catasto of 1427 by Juliana de Luna  
http://www.s-gabriel.org/names/juliana/condado/familyfreq.html  
 
del Pace possibly patronym from Pace, or perhaps a descriptive byname "peace"  
 
A Listing of All Names Given as Patronyms from the Condado Section of the Florence Catasto of 1427 by Juliana 
de Luna  
http://www.s-gabriel.org/names/juliana/condado/patroalpha.html  
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Pace  
 
There is a ruling allowing unmarked patronymic surnames in Italian.  
 
This name mixes Spanish and Italian, a combination which has been ruled registerable, though with a weirdness. 
The LoI documented Gabriele as an undated Italian masculine given name. The College was able to find evidence 
of this name, in this spelling, in 14th to 16th C Italy. While the more common forms of a byname derived from the 
masculine given name Gabriele would be di Gabriele or Gabrieli, there are examples of unmarked patronymic sur-
names in period Italian. Therefore, this name may be registered as submitted. [Isabella Gabriele de Álora, 12/2003, 
A-West]  
 
There is no need for the legal name allowance so there is no need to add a mundane surname or a nice Italian 
grandfather to the documentation. 

Comment by Daniel de Lincoln on 2009/12/17 07:55:48:  
<<Frequency Listing of All Family Names that Occur Three Times or More ...>>: is this needed, given 
the plain name dated in the next item + the ruling cited? 

Comment by Magnus on 2009/12/17 11:06:51:  
Last edited on 2009/12/17 20:12:33 
These appear to be inherited names rather than true patronymics. It also provides evidence of the 
use of Pace as a given name and descriptive byname in case that is needed to construct the sub-
mitted name.  
 
This also provides additional documentation in case the cited ruling is, or has been, overturned. It 
is difficult to proof the precedents since there are no compiled precedents from the last 5 years 
and it requires a search in the LoARs.  
 
The Catasto database is known to normalize names by omitting spaces in bynames, the last few 
letters of names, and sometimes the preposition markers. The entire name is not given either. 
Commenters at Laurel know these quirks about this source so I include everything found on the 
name.  
 
The folks in the barony finally got Pace to submit his name so I wanted the supporting documen-
tation to be thorough. 

Comment by Daniel de Lincoln on 2009/12/17 07:54:16:  
Because the legal-name allowance requires documentation of the claim, and because the elements can be docu-
mented without the allowance, it would be best to leave that off the LoI. 
College Action: 
Name:  Redocument ala Magnus and forward to Laurel.  There is no need to document the name as the submitter’s 

legal surname which is just as well as no documentation was provided. 
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different tertiary charges.  
 
Highly reminiscent, but clear of the (Jul 1996) Badge for Ansteorra's Centurion of the Sable Star "(Fieldless) On an 
Eagle displayed wings inverted Or a mullet of five greater and five lesser points sable." and a (Dec 1986) Badge 
for the Barony of Northkeep "Argent, a tower sable within a mullet of five greater and five lesser points voided 
gules." 

Comment by Magnus on 2009/12/04 14:06:48:  
Last edited on 2009/12/05 23:27:36 
[Device] I haven't seen this type of tertiary use either. This situation has different tertiary charges on a 
single charge.  
 
[April 2009 LoAR, R-East] Eoghan Bastard mac Lachlainn. Device. Per bend sinister azure and vert, on a 
bend sinister between a mullet of four points and a tree eradicated argent, a raven close to sinister 
palewise maintaining a spear bendwise sinister sable.  
Please inform the submitter that on resubmission, if a similar design is used, the charges on the bend may 
be considered to be two separate tertiary charge groups on a single underlying charge, which we do not 
allow:  
 
------------------------------------------------  
 
This may cover the issue but the ruling is an old one.  
 
Katherine Angelique d'Artois de Berry. Device. Azure, three bezants, on that in dexter chief a key fess-
wise sable, on that in sinister chief a quill bendwise sinister gules, on that in base a triskele azure.  
The use of three different tertiaries on each one of three identical charges is not period style: this looks 
like a collection of badges strewn on a field. [December 1986 LoAR, R-Trimaris] 

Comment by Alasdair MacEogan (Bordure) on 2009/12/06 04:23:47:  
[Device] Neither one of those directly seems to cover this case. Barring any other precedent I am 
not sure we have grounds to return it. Probably ought top be sent up for a judgment and further 
precedent as needed. 

Comment by Magnus on 2009/12/06 08:58:13:  
Last edited on 2009/12/06 08:59:07 
I know, but still suspect that it will get returned for non-period style. This type of item is 
hard to find in precedents. It gets dumped in the style section or charge groups which 
are huge sections of the precedents. Finding a ruling after mid 2005 requires a search on 
Tertiary Charges in the unindexed LoARs. Someone has to have done this before and if 
it was ruled on then it's in there somewhere. 

Comment by Tostig Logiosophia on 2009/12/06 20:36:52:  
Last edited on 2009/12/06 20:37:33 
The Google Advanced Search designed for LoARs http://www.google.com/
advanced_search?q=inurl:/heraldry/loar/
+inurl:.html+OR+inurl:.htm&hl=en&domains=sca.org&sitesearch=sca.org 
turned up nothing useful that I could see with "tertiary", "style" and 
"2005" (etc) in the search parameters. 

Comment by Magnus on 2009/12/07 23:32:12:  
This is getting closer ruling that when you do this with secondary 
charges it is not period style.  
 
[September 2008 LoAR, R-Meridies] Ibor Stele. Device. Argent, a 
bend sinister counter-ermine between a pellet charged with a triske-
lion arrondi argent and a wolf's head erased sable gorged of a chain 
gules.  
This submission has four tinctures (argent, counter-ermine, sable, 
gules) and five types of charge (bend, roundel, triskle, wolf head, 
chain). As such, it violates RfS VIII.1.a, Tincture and Charge Limit, 
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ANSTEORRAN INTERNAL LETTER OF INTENT 2010-03 
 

 
 
 
 
 
1. Aoife inghean Tuathal.  (Eldern Hills, Barony of the) 

Name in progress – ILoI 2009-12..  Resubmission of Device. Gyronny of 12 vert, purpure, and azure, a 
swan displayed argent. 
 

   
 
Submission History: Returned Feb 2010 Per pale argent and sable, two feathers in saltire counter-
changed at Kingdom for conflict. 

 
 
2. Róis Bhallach.  (Wiesenfeuer, Barony of) 

New Name.   
 
Major Changes:  NO.  Minor Changes:  Yes.  Gender:  Female. 
Change for:  Meaning & Language/Culture. 
Authenticity:   
Documentation Provided:  Róis – Index of Names in Irish Annals by Mari neyn Bryan.  
www.medievalscotland.org/kmo/AnnalsIndex/Feminine/1201-1600.shtml#Gaelic1600  
 
Bhallach – www.medievalscotland.org/kmo/AnnalsIndex/Feminine/DescriptiveBynames.shtml 
 
Donnchadh Ó Corráin and Fidelma Maguire, Irish Names, 2nd Edition (Dublin, Ireland: Lilliput Press, 
1990). 
 
Bhallach meaning “the Freckled” – Donnchadh Ó Corráin, Beatrix Fäber, eds. “The Annals of Ul-
ster” (WWW: CELT:Corpus of Electronic Texts: a project of University College, Cork, Ireland, 2003) 
[URL: http://www.ucc.ie/celt/published/G100001C/ ] 

 
fini 
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Laurel Letter of Acceptances and Returns—December 2009 
 

ACCEPTANCES 
Angélique le Wolfe. Name.  

Ariñ de Aragon. Name.  

Cairistiona inghean Sheamuis. Name and device. Vert, a chevron Or cotised between three Celtic crosses argent.  
Originally submitted as Cairistiona inghean Mhorghainn, that form of the name was two steps from period practice, 
because of temporal and lingual disparities. It was changed in kingdom to the submitted form after consulting with the 
submitter. According to the forms, the submitter cares most about having a given name that sounds like Christiana. 
While the currently submitted form of the name is registerable, please advise the submitter that Cairistiona is pro-
nounced closer to /kar-ih-STYEE-nuh/ than /kri-STYEE-ann-uh/. If she would like a name that sounds like Christi-
ana and is closer to her originally submitted name, we recommend Christiana Morgan. Christiana is dated to 1220 in 
Reaney & Wilson, A Dictionary of English Surnames, s.n. Wellesley, and the byname Morgan to 1214 in the same 
source, s.n. Morgan. 

Coenred æt Rauenesdale. Transfer of household name Company of Hellsgate to Ioannes Dalassenos.  

Cymme in kyrra. Name (see RETURNS for device).  
Submitted as Cyma in kyrra, the LoI claimed that Cyma was a feminine name, but in fact it is not; it is masculine. 
Hence, the name combined an Old English masculine given name, Cyma, with an Old Norse feminine byname, in 
kyrra. The descriptive byname needs to match the gender of the given name. Since the submitter desires a feminine 
name, we prefer to change the given name to a feminine form rather than change the byname to a masculine form. 
The closest Old English feminine name that we found is Cymme, a hypocoristic of the name Cyneburg, which was 
used in the 8th and early 10th C according to the Prosopography of Anglo-Saxon England. We have changed the 
name to Cymme in kyrra to correct the grammar in order to register it. 

Elisabeth de Montvert. Device. Vert, two annulets interlaced in fess Or between five cinquefoils in annulo argent seeded Or.  

Elspet Arbuthnoth. Alternate name Magdalena von Hallenberg and badge. (Fieldless) An apothecary jar argent charged with a 
blackletter "M" sable.  

The submitter requested authenticity for 1280-1420. This is a fine 14th C German name. 
There was some discussion of the form of the jar in the badge. Typically, apothecary jars in our heraldry are seen with 
straight sides, and this would be the first registration of a jug in SCA heraldry. 
Research done by Wreath staff has turned up many containers of this general shape, including the Baluster jugs found 
on the website of the Ashmolean museum (http://www.ashmolean.org/PotWeb/PotChron2.html). Items described as 
"drug jars" come in various shapes, as can be seen at the website for the Victoria & Albert museum (http://
collections.vam.ac.uk/search/?q=drug+jar). Since a similar search at the V&A for 'jug' shows several pieces that share 
the same outline as the submitted jar, we are expanding the definition of an apothecary jar to include objects which do 
not have straight sides. 

Giovanni da Firenze. Name and device (see RETURNS for badge). Sable, a mascle argent between two lightning bolts in pile 
Or, a chief bendy azure and argent.  

The use of lightning bolts is a step from period practice. 

Ioannes Dalassenos. Acceptance of transfer of household name Company of Hellsgate from Coenred aet Rauenesdale.  

Johann Kiefer Hayden. Badge. (Fieldless) An owl's head cabossed Or.  
Please instruct the submitter to draw the owl with smaller eyes. 

Lúcás Mór mac Raghnaill. Device. Or, a serpent erect tail nowed sable and on a chief gules three crosses crosslet fitchy ar-
gent.  

Margherita de Mantua. Name.  

Megan Flower del Wal. Device. Quarterly sable and vert, four four-leaved clovers slipped argent.  
This device is clear of the device of Johanna le Walkere, Quarterly azure and sable, four quatrefoils argent. There is 
a CD for the field and a CD for the change of orientation of the charges. Johanna's quatrefoils are, as expected, set 
crosswise, while the clovers are set saltirewise. 

Mellina de Mantua. Name.  

Reyner de Arden. Name and device. Gules, a chevron argent and overall a tower Or.  
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This device is not a conflict with the device of Castile, Gules, a castle triple-towered Or, by X.1. The chevron is the 
primary charge in Reyner's submission. 
Please instruct the submitter to draw the point of the chevron higher on the field, instead of just barely crossing the 
per fess line. Medieval artwork usually shows the tip of a single chevron nearly reaching the top of the field. 

Solange Sarrazin. Name.  

Vincenti da Murano. Name.  

 
RETURNS 
 

Cymme in kyrra. Device. Argent, a chevron wavy azure between three pine trees couped proper.  
This device is returned for conflict with the device of Nicolete de Saint-Denis, Argent, a chevron wavy throughout 
azure between three fleurs-de-lys vert. There is a single CD for the change of type of secondary charges, but no dif-
ference for changing the tincture from entirely vert to predominantly vert with a small touch of brown, and no differ-
ence between a chevron and a chevron throughout. 

Giovanni da Firenze. Badge. Sable, a mascle argent between two lightning bolts in pile Or.  
This is returned for visual conflict, under section X.5 of the Rules for Submissions, against the badge of Jean Grondin 
the Basque, Sable, two lightning bolts in pile Or, in chief a lozenge argent. While technically clear, there is insuffi-
cient visual difference between the two. 

Kata Timkin. Device. Azure, two scarpes between a fox courant contourny and a garb Or.  
The SCA considers a conflict found under any valid blazon to be a valid conflict. This device can also be blazoned 
Azure, on a bend sinister between a fox courant contourny and a garb Or, a scarpe azure. Since this submission has 
three types of charge on the field, RfS X.4.j.ii doesn't apply here: type alone of tertiary charge counts for no differ-
ence. 
Therefore, this conflicts with the device of Angus Duncan Cameron, Azure, on a bend sinister between two bells Or a 
claymore azure; and with the device of Blaise de Saint Thibaut, Azure, on a bend sinister between two goblets Or, an 
arrow inverted azure. In each case there's a CD for changing the type of the secondary charge group, but changing 
only the type of the tertiary charge group is not worth a second CD. 
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